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Oh, Canada ... 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
e report released on May 22 by the UN Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights paints a bleak picture of how Canada is failing to 
meet its obligations to our most vulnerable citizens. It lays bare the 
~ gross inadequacy of social programs and supports in the country. 

Minimum wages in all provinces and territories are inadequate to allow fami- 
lies of workers to escape poverty, and social assistance benefits do not provide 
enough income for basic food, clothing and shelter. 2.3 million people suffer from 
food insecurity, and 40 per cent of people using the food bank are children and 
young people. There are as many as 250 000 homeless people in the country. 

Federal transfers to support provincial programs for post-secondary educa- 
tion, social assistance and social services are lower today than in 1994/95. 

Women are often unable to leave abusive relationships due to a lack of 
affordable housing and other assistance, and a lack of adequate child care serv- 
ices impacts women’s right to work. Aboriginal people in Canada still have far 
less access than other Canadians to water, health, housing and education. 

The result of all this is that, while the report notes improvement, the num- 
ber of Canadians living in poverty is still at 11.2 per cent. Just stop and think 
for a moment about the fact that in a country as wealthy as Canada more than 
one out of 10 citizens is poor, and this is after some improvement. 

Of course, poverty is not felt equally across social groups, and the report 
makes this clear, saying, “The Committee also notes with particular concern that 
poverty rates remain very high among disadvantaged and marginalized individ- 
uals and groups such as Aboriginal peoples, African-Canadians, immigrants, 
persons with disabilities, youth, low-income women and single mothers.” 

In case you're keeping track, that pretty much includes everyone who isn’t 
an able-bodied, middle-aged white guy or married to one. 

This should be a wake up call, but unfortunately governments at all levels are 

- moving in the wrong direction: from tearing up the national childcare agree- 
ment to backing out of commitments to fight aboriginal poverty to bringing in 
more temporary foreign workers who don’t qualify for EI or union protection. 

Early on, the report points out that Canada has failed to implement recom- 
mendations made in reports from 1993 and 1998. Sadly, unless something 
changes, a similar statement is likely to be near the top of the next report, due 
in2010.w 
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= |LETTERS 


PUT A GOLDEN FORK IN IT, IT'S DONE 


| just happened to glance at your latest 
edition with the list of your Golden Fork 
Awards ("2006 Golden Fork Awards,” 
May 11 - 17). I'm not sure who or how 
these awards are picked but they cer- 
tainly do not reflect an industry standard 
that most people would agree to. 

| would be ashamed to have my busi- 
ness listed with these awards. | would 
like to think awards are based on cur- 
rent information, quality, presentation 
and for being unique to their industry. 

Wake up and start looking at all the 
businesses that take a new approach and 
do not mass produce their products, but 
rather make them from scratch instead of 
taking frozen product out of a box! 

You may want to change the name of 
the Golden Fork Awards to the Fast Food 
Awards. 

DAVE DORNN, Fresh Start Bakery 


WHAT KIND OF BEER DRINKERS ARE 
YOU PEOPLE? 


I've never responded to anything before, 
but after looking at the Golden Fork Beer 
List ("2006 Golden Fork Awards,” May 
11 - 17), | had to say something. 


VUEPOINT 


| know that the staff just writes it up, 
but | have a problem with the people 
sending in the responses. 

Who is picking the Golden Forks for 
beer? Do they get out much? 

| agree with Brewsters; they have a 
great selection of micro-brewed beer on 
tap. And New Asian Village has a great 
selection of bottled beer. But how did 
Boston Pizza get third? 

After looking at the beer list winners, 
maybe there could be two categories for 
best beer list. The first could be for the 
best beer list promoted by national 
brewers. Boston Pizza would be a great 
choice for this. | stopped in at the 
Boston Pizza in Spruce Grove and all 
they had to offer was Molson/Coors, 
Labatt, Sleeman and a few big name 
imports. They had at least four beers on 
tap and at least 17 beers in the cooler, 
but they were all national brands. 
Advertising works; money well spent. 

The second award could go to compa- 
nies that offer the widest range of beer 
overall. Has anybody who voted for 
Boston Pizza ever been to Original Joe's 
on 125 Street & 102 Avenue? How did 
they get missed? Original Joe's has 17 
beers on tap and 36 beers in the cooler. 
Now that is a beer list! Did anybody stop 
in at Wunderbar on 81 Avenue & 101 
Street, or Maurya Palace on 34 Street & 
92 Avenue and look at their beer lists? 

Maybe next year there should be a a 
list of bars and restaurants to pick from 
provided. The only catch is you have to 


visit them all before you vote. Then 
people might get to see what is brewing 
in this town. 

Another survey that doesn't mean 
much. | guess it gets people talking; it 
got me excited. 

DAVE GARDNER 


ANOTHER KLEIN FAN SAYS GOODBYE 


Last issue’s Vuepoint ("A farewell to 
good ol’ Ralph,” May 18 - 24) was a 
sendoff worthy of the situation. 

| can't tell you how delighted | was, 
in the midst of all this pap, bullshit (from 
people who should know better) and 
bathos, to read the column. The mean- 
spirited jerk that is Klein emerged clear- 
ly. Straight talk, compelling evidence, 
totally on target. 

And the ending—you were so right 
to make it rude. Anything less would 
have seemed like copping out! 

All those sycophants and bootlickers 
will absolutely hate you, if they didn’t 
already. Congratulations and thanks. 
LARRY 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail (ue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 1L7), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by e-mail (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 
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We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that 
there's a typo, grammatical error or 
some other boo-boo in this issue. The 
first several people (rather arbitrarily 
chosen) to send an e-mail to 
carolyn@vueweekly.com detailing such 
a find win their pick from the astound- 
ingly horrible pile of CDs in our offices. 
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And we're losing the battle—our pile is 
closing in on 400. Help! 
Last week, only three people both- 
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TUMULTUOUS SPRING SITTING ENDS WITH CONTROVERSIAL BILLS 


CHLOE FEDIO / chloe @vueweekly.com 

s the Alberta Legislature 
A wrapped up last week and 

Premier Ralph Klein said his 
final goodbye to debates on the floor, 
members of the opposition parties 
head into the summer disappointed 
with the passing of some controver- 
sial bills late in the session. 

The story is a predictable one; Con- 
servative power trumps minority 
resistance in a continuing trend 
where the Liberals and the New 
Democrats simply don’t have enough 
seats to make a real impact on the 
assembly. 

Raj Pannu, NPD MLA for Edmon- 
ton-Strathcona was particularly frus- 
trated with the passing of Bill 20, 
which makes eight amendments to 
the original Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act. 

“This really is a huge step back- 
wards—a most retrograde, regressive 
piece of legislation,” Pannu says. “We 
put up a huge fight against that bill in 
the assembly. The government, in 
fact, did the most dictatorial and 
authoritarian thing to invoke closure, 
in other words, to limit the debate on 
the bill.” 

Dave Taylor, Liberal MLA for Cal- 
gary-Currie, agreed with Pannu, 
pointing to the amendment in Bill 20 
that put ministerial books and notes 
off limits to the public for five years. 

“Five years gives a lot of time to do 
something stupid, evil, misinformed, 
wrong—whatever—and not have to 
answer for it,” Taylor says. “Just fun- 
damentally, they're trying to keep the 
business of government secret from 
the people.” 

But Mary-Ann Jablonski, Conserva- 
tive MLA for Red Deer-North, who 
sponsored Bill 20, said that the bill is 
largely misunderstood 

“Up until this bill was passed, there 
was no time when those books were 
available; they could have been with- 
held indefinitely,” she explains 

Jablonski went on to say that 
there's an advantage to keeping these 
documents secret 

“The one way that these briefing 
books have been described is in com- 
parison to a play book that you would 
have to a football team or a basket- 
ball team,” Jablonski says. “There's 
strategy planned in how things are 
done, that’s the reason why they just 
want to keep those notes for five 
years.” 

But Pannu said that it was access 
to this type of information that 
brought the federal sponsorship scan- 
dal to light, and without the right to 
use it, government is less accountable 
to the public. He went on to say that 
this amendment could be used as a 
loophole to keep other kinds of infor- 
mation secret. 

“Anything could be put in those 
briefing notes and then through that 
device be put off limits to concerned 
citizens,” Pannu cautions. “It’s very, 
very fundamentally important infor- 
mation to hold government account- 
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able and make sure that nothing 
hanky-panky goes on in the way 
money is spent.” 

“They set themselves kind of apart 
and above the rest of us masses, as 
some kind of infallible priesthood,” 
Taylor adds. “And I don’t mean that in 
the Catholic sense, I mean that in the 
ancient Egyptian Pharohic sense, and 
that’s just wrong, no matter how you 
look at it.” 

Another amendment in Bill 20 


keeps information and records of the 
chief internal auditor for 15 years 
before it can be disclosed. 

Jablonski distinguished the role of 
the chief internal auditor, a fairly new 
position designed primarily to give 
advice to the different departments 
about budgetary moves, from that of 
the auditor general, who reviews 
budgets and all actual spending from 
each government departments. 

“The reason why I thought this was 
an okay amendment was because 
those notes were available to our 
auditor general,” Jablonski says. 
“They're not hidden from view; if our 
auditor general wanted to see them, 
they're available.” 

But Pannu and Taylor were not 
convinced. 

“That’s not the way toruna 
democracy; that’s the way to run a 
one-party state—where the people 
don’t have any say,” says Taylor. 


Aside from the two controversial 
amendments, Jablonski was quick to 
point out that there's another portion 
of the bill with a different purpose 
altogether. 

“We're really targeting the Patriot 
Act here and the reason for that is 
that the Americans are very sensitive 
about their security right now,” 
Jablonski says. 

The Patriot Act was instituted late 
in 2001 after the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, increasing the United States’ 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act 
in an effort to combat terrorism. But 
one amendment in Bill 20 prevents 
foreign countries, such as the US, 


from accessing information about 
Albertans without approval from the 
province. 

“If a company were to get an order 
from any other court than one that 
was recognized by our Alberta courts, 
they would be forbidden to release 
that information, under the penalty of 
a $500 000 fine,” Jablonksi explains. 
“So that was the really good thing 
about this bill.” 


ANOTHER HUGE DEBATE on the floor 


was Bill 40, the passing of which 
amended the Post-Secondary Learn- 
ing Act and repealed the clause that 
held tuition policy in legislation. 

Now that it’s in regulation, future 
policies can be established solely by 
the cabinet and without debate from 
the assembly. 

“There's nothing in the law now 
that obliges the Minister to develop a 
tuition fee policy and seek the 
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approval of the legislature for it,” says 
Pannu, who is also the NDP critic for 
advanced education. 

Minister of Advanced Education 
Denis Herard explained that since 
there will be no fall session because 
of the upcoming leadership race for 
the Conservative party, this amend- 
ment will allow the government to 
follow through on their promise to 
institute a new tuition policy for 2007. 

Herard admitted that while new to 
the position—he was sworn into cabi- 
net on April 6 after former minister 
Dave Hancock resigned to pursue 
party leadership—he wants a chance 
to reform tuition his way. 


“If there's nothing we can do to 
change it than go back to tuition in 
legislation again, then I'm prepared 
listen to that argument too. But, give 
me your best shot, and see if this in 
fact will work for you—! think it will,” 
Herard says. 

He went on to say that the legisla- 
tive process is too long and that by 
deregulating the policy, there will be 
room for continuous improvement. 

“But you put it in legislation, and it 
takes at least a year to change any- 
thing, and that’s not flexibility and 
look at where it got us,” Herard says. 

But Taylor, Liberal critic for post- 
secondary education, argued that the 
fact that government can act without 
a debate is the biggest problem with 
Bill 40—even though it speeds the 
process up. Pannu added that the 
Minister, “like a little dictator,” has 
acted against the foundations of 
democracy. 


nd fall ~ 


“This government is contemptuous 
of the significance of this assembly 
and the legislature in general. It does- 
n't see that it’s necessary of the legis- 
lature to play a significant and central 
role in determining and exercising its 
legislative authority with respect to 
the matters that affect so many peo- 
ple,” Pannu says. 

And though Herard conceded that 
the participation of the opposition is 
not guaranteed in legislation, there 
will be consultation before the new 
tuition fee policy is instated. 

“What | did is I offered both of my 
critics a seat at the consultation table 
for the regulation, so they're gonna be 
at the table, so we'll see what big dif- 
ference that makes, but they're gonna 
be there,” Herard says. 

Still, the opposition is worried 
about the volatility of the policy that 
can change at the government’s whim 
in the following years. 

Pannu argued that government 
should not speed through such an 
important issue, and challenged the 
government to call the assembly back 
into session in the fall, even if only for 
a week, to deal with the tuition policy 


DESPITE DISCONTENT with the passing 
of Bills 20 and 40, both Taylor and 
Pannu were glad that one didn't 
pass—Bill 208, a private member's bill 
sponsored by Conservative MLA Ted 
Morton. The bill would have allowed 
marriage commissioners—not just 
religious leaders—the right to opt out 
of conducting same-sex marriage, 
which Morton said was meant to cre- 
ate a balance between the traditional 
freedoms of speech and religion, and 
the newer right to same-sex marriage. 

“To not allow that would be forcing 
people to do things that are against 
their conscience or religious beliefs,” 
Morton says, adding the bill is not 
meant to prevent same-sex marriage. 
"There are commissioners available; 
this is to ensure that for those com- 
missioners who don’t [want to per- 
form same-sex marriage], they won't 
be forced to.” 

Another part of Bill 208 would 
would have amended the School Act, 
preventing teachers from extending 
the definition of marriage to include 
same-sex unions without consulting 
with the students’ parents first. 

“Bill 208 was shot down, and I’m 
very glad that the legislature didn’t 
allow this bill to go forward beyond 
the second reading,” says Pannu. “It's 
a bill that is very prejudicial to the 
fundamental rights of Albertans, 
rights that are enshrined in the Cana- 
dian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.” 

But Morton, who is running for 
party leadership, said that the bill 
failed because of Liberal and NDP fili- 
bustering, not because of a lack of 
support. 

“I certainly will make it an impor- 
tant part of my leadership campaign 
and hope to see it come back as a 
government bill next year," says Mor- 
ton. v 


Closing the » 
book on the 
closure record 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
aving held an overwhelming 
H= majority in the Legisla- 
ture since 1971, there really 
isn’t anything to stop the Conserva- 
tives from passing pretty much any- 
thing they want. 

Despite this, debate in the legisla- 
ture is an important part of the demo- 
cratic process, giving opposition 
parties the chance to ask the govern- 
ment questions about bills and call 
them to task on bad policy. 

But, sometimes too much democra- 
cy can get on the nerves of a govern- 
ment. That's why there’s closure: the 
rule that allows a government to ter- 
minate debate on a bill. So, how do 
the governments of the last three last 
premiers stack up when it comes to 
shutting down debate? 

From 1971 to 1985, the government 
of Premier Lougheed used closure just 
once. The Getty government shut 
down all the back and forth 14 times 
between 1985 and 1992. But the 
undisputed champ of closure, the 
Hank Aaron of ending debate is none 
other than the Ralph Klein govern- 
ment, weighing in at a lofty 33 
motions of closure since Ralph took 
power in 1992. 

Now that’s a record to be proud of. 
So c'mon Jim, Ted, Lyle or whomever. 
let's see you top that. w 
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Co-housing group aims’ 
to bring ‘deliberate 
community’ to the city 


STEVE LILLEBUEN / steve @vueweekly.com 
f something is rotten in the state 
| of Denmark, then a few local resi- 
dents are hoping it’s not their his- 
tory of residential design. A Danish 


housing concept could soon find its” 


way into an Edmonton neighbour- 
hood near you. 

The concept, called co-housing, 
was created in the late 1960s in 
response to dissatisfaction with avail- 
able housing options. It combines the 
autonomy of a private dwelling with 
the advantages of living in a shared 
community. 

Most designs are similar to a town- 
house structure, with a central court- 
yard shared amongst residents and an 
emphasis on regular interaction with 
your neighbours in the community. 

In 1988, the concept was exported 
from Denmark and is found today in 
at least 40 locations across North 
America. There are six co-housing 
establishments in Canada, with many 
more in the early planning stages 
right across the country, 

Local resident Sherry McKibben 
likes the idea so much, she’s planned 
a public meeting this weekend with 
several others to see if there is 
enough interest to start a co-housing 
residence right here in Edmonton. 

“| describe co-housing as a deliber- 
ate community,” she explains. “We 
end up in a structure that is a lot like 
a condominium but what we do from 
the onset is define how we want to 
live together. We create some kind of 
a communal space where we can 
share parts of our lives in a more sup- 
portive way than is typical in your 
average neighbourhood.” 

Unlike condominiums, where a 
Board is elected to represent every- 
one, co-housing residents all come to 
meetings and have an equal say in 
management. They build the resi- 
dence from the ground up, participat- 
ing in the design and on-going 
maintenance of their community. 

Most co-housing initiatives also 
seek to find a strong mix of ages and 
types of families. There are several 
co-housing communities in Vancou- 
ver, for instance, where the groups 
range in size from single parent fami- 
lies to those that are downsizing their 
households as they get older. 

“We'll be looking for a wide variety 
of people,” McKibben says of the 
future Edmonton co-housing project. 
“Everything from growing families 
with teenagers to the retired and eld- 
erly. We'd want a strong mix.” 


GERRY KILGANNON is one of the 


founding residents of Canada’s first 
completed co-housing project, Wind- 
song, in Langley, British Columbia. 
She has been invited to present at the 
upcoming Edmonton meeting in order 
to share what it’s like living in co- 
housing. 

“I've been there for nearly 10 
years,” she explains. “I have loved 
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having that balance between privacy 
and my own space and having a 
community right outside my front 
door.” 

Completed in 1996, Windsong has 
34 private units clustered around 465 
square metres of shared space. The 
common area includes several home 
offices, a children’s playroom, guest 
rooms, laundry, and a large dining 
room. 

Residents all have their own private 
kitchens, but the common space 
includes a shared kitchen where resi- 
dents usually make meals together. 
There is also an emphasis at Wind- 
song on environmentally sensitive 
design, as most co-housing complex- 
es have, and has therefore won sever- 
al awards. 

Kilgannon claims that despite the 
large amount of shared space, there 
have been very few problems with 
bad neighbours—as you might expect 
from such a large facility. 

"There are degrees of conflict but 
nothing major,” Kilgannon says. “Peo- 
ple that choose to live here in co- 
housing are usually prepared to be a 
constructive member of the group.” 

Other problems that may arise from 
choosing to live in a co-housing 
establishment are the added costs and 
time delays associated with a non- 
conventional residence. 

Windsong faced delays because of 
zoning problems when they were 
establishing the community. “We had 
to educate the local authorities on 
what co-housing actually was,” says 
Kilgannon. “It took a couple of years 
before we could move forward with 
the project.” 

She adds that there can also be an 
extra cost for residents because of the 
large amount of shared space. 

The prospective Edmonton co- 
housing complex could range widely 
in size. McKibben says that they are 
looking at something nearing 20 
units. They need at least 10 dedicated 
future residents before they can go 
ahead with the project. 

She's hoping, however, that the 
meeting will generate more interest in 
this unique housing project in the 
Edmonton area. 

“People live very isolated lives 
these days, and we want to create 
something that is a little bit different,” 
she says. “We're looking for people to 
share in the vision and come along 
and help us create this intentional 
community.” 

People interested in learning more 
about co-housing in Edmonton can 
attend the public information session 
being held this Sat, May 27, between 
1 and 3 pm in the Centennial Room of 
the Stanley A Milner Library down- 
town. ¥ 


Forget the whales, save the internet?" 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
egislation expected to be voted 
on later this month in the Unit- 
ed States could mean the end of 
the internet as we know it. 

The proposed Communications 
Opportunity, Promotion and Enhance- 
ment Act of 2006 would allow inter- 
net service providers to give faster 
priority service to websites willing to 
pay to move their data faster. 

The move has the support of some 
of the largest cable and phone com- 
panies in the US, including AT&T, Ver- 
ijzon, Comcast and Time Warner, who 
have spent millions lobbying Con- 
gress on the proposed change to the 
telecommunications act. 

But Savethelnternet.com, a coali- 
tion of groups opposed to the idea, say 
that allowing companies who provide 
internet access to charge more for 
quicker service would create a two- 
tiered internet and allow telecom and 
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ACTUALLY, WE'RE JUST HERE TO 
FACILITATE SOME JAPANESE KID’S 
EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 


THE DESTROYING'S 
LARGELY INCIDENTAL . 


INTERNET 


cable companies to essentially control 
what people access on the net. 

"Instead of an even playing field, 
they want to reserve express lanes for 
their own content and services—or 
those from big corporations that can 
afford the steep tolls—and leave the 
rest of us on a winding dirt road,” 
according to the group’s website. 

The group is advocating for the 
addition of “net neutrality” provisions 
to the bill, which would ensure that 
service providers must treat all con- 
tent equally, so “that the public can 
view the smallest blog just as easily 
as the largest corporate website.” 

The fight over the future of the 
internet has become a maelstrom 
online. Over 4 000 blogs now link to 
SavetheInternet.com, which claims 
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over 650 member organizations and_ 
has collected over 700-000 signatures” 
calling for net neutrality provisions in 
any TIEW bill. 

Unlikely allies including the right- 
wing Christian Coalition, the American 
Civil Liberties Union, the Gun Owners 
of America, MoveOn.org and musi- 
cians such as REM, Moby and the 
Dixie Chicks, have all called for net 
neutrality, 

There are indications that a similar 
fight may move north of the border in 
the future. 

During a 2005 labour dispute, Telus 
blocked its customers from visiting a 
union website critical of the company 
and internet phone provider Vonage 
has filed a complaint with the CRTC 
over Shaw, who suggests to Vonage 
customers that they pay a $10 month- 
ly “quality of service enhancement” 
fee, which Shaw does not charge to 
its own internet phone customers. v 
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mediamagca 


GET INSTANT ACCESS 
to 1,250 reporters in Edmonton, 
throughout Alberta and across Canada. 


Annual subscriptions start at $300 


For more info see www.mediamag.ca or call (780) 644-0329 


ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A CAREER IN A TRADE? 


Do you want on the job training? Are you searching for full-time hours ina 
stable company that will give you the opportunity to move up? Do you consider 
yourself committed and dedicated, and do what you say you will do? 


The DATA Group of Companies can offer you a dynamic, fun and reward- 
ing career in the Print-based Communications Industry. We are a groving 
company that has been in business since 1959, and we are moving into a 
brand new facility in the fall of this year. 


Our Current Openings Include: 


Entry Level Print Production Staff « Warehouse Operations 


These positions are physical in nature, and will require the ability to lift up 
to 50 pounds of weight, and stand for extended periods of time. Although 
experience is preferred, on the jgb training is available. Please note that 
security clearance is a requirement. 


We offer a competitive salary and a full benefits package. 


To apply, please drop by in person with your resume and references to 
9815 -42 Avenue, Edmonton on the following days: 
Monday, May 29 - 9:00 am to 3:00 pm * Tuesday, May 30 - 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
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Please visit our website at www.datagroup.ca for more career opportunities 
of Companies is committed to employment equity and invites resume 


available.The DATA Group 
from all qualified applicants 


with guest artists from the 
eae Maros & Edmonton Csardas 
Hungarian Dance Ensembles 


Friday, May 26 

8:00 p.m. 

La Cité Francophone 
8627 - 91 Street 
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TICKETS, adult, $12 stedeat/seaior 
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~ Infinite Lives officially drops down two nerd steps 


DARREN ZENKO 
infnitelives@vueweekly.com 


g INFINITE LIVES 


In a second-floor apartment somewhere 
in Toronto, an apartment with no food in 
the fridge and no cookware in the cup- 
boards, a small, powerful man sits gazing 
into the flickering depths of a computer 
monitor. By night, he’s a hardass newspa- 
‘per editor of a breed seldom bred. By 
later at night, he’s a king-hell Bloor Street 
boozer. But by day, while lesser men toil 
at their drone jobs or blearily poke at 
monster.ca in search of same, he is a gen- 
eral to heroes, master of the mighty, a 
Kaiser of costumed crimefighters. Free- 
dom Force is his playground, and in its 
three-dimensional simulation of the four- 
color world of comic-book combat he 
finds the only peace his Apollonian psy- 
chology has known. 

Yeesh. OK. Spend too much time think- 
ing about superheroes and your prose 
starts to slip into that windy narration- 
box mode, the kind of writing that makes 
a perfectly good comics page look like the 
interior of a packed U-Haul; next thing 
you know, every sentence will be filled 
with bold italics and end in an excla- 
mation mark! 

It's how my instincts, conditioned by a 
youth filled with the adventures of Iron 
Man, want me to write, anyway; the allit- 
erative curse of Stan Lee still stains every 
story | start. Anyway, the guy in question 


FEATURING 


a 


ith 


is a good friend of mine, he is indeed a 
Freedom Force diehard—someone gave 
him City of Heroes for a present and he 
actually got kind of pissed off—and he 
was much on my mind as | watched X- 


Men: The Last Stand this week. 

The film was a shitburger, all right, but 
inept as it was—and as bad as it got, it 
never came close to the worst of the 
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UNTIL MAY 30 
TICKETS AND INFO 
499-1271 


- LIVE AND LOUD 


NEW MUSIC FESTIVAL 
THEATRE BCMA YALA 


comics | devoured as a kid and continue 
to gorge on—the very act of watching 
superheroic action-adventure snapped 
open hair-trigger fantasy channels in my 
psyche. | caught my hands curling and 
twitching of their own accord, conjuring 
and controlling fantastic powers from my 
escapist subconscious; watching Brett 
Ratner’s blandified X-Men doing their 
things, | was right there with them. | was 
a bug-man zipping tiny through air ducts, 
a ghost-man freezing cheap thugs with a 
touch like death, a super-karate-man, a 
sorceror-man, a spring-heeled jump-man 
... occasionally a teenager-man with the 
awesome power to mack on Kitty Pryde 
without going to jail. | would have been 
Iron Man, but his schtick doesn’t fit the 
mutant milieu. 

Unless one wants to just say “fuck it” 
to sanity and run around in gonch-over- 
tights all the time, the only way for us 
comic-book nerds to come close to living 
our fantasies is through gaming, and even 
then it's generally frustrating. Superhero- 
themed videogames, once one gets 
through the character-creation process 
(which can take a while; nerds are univer- 
sally dress-up-dolly addicts), are almost 
wholly combat simulators, reducing char- 
acters to gun turrets and tanks. That fits 
pretty well with the generally punch- 
happy, beam-filled tone of comic books— 
and with the play values of videogames 
in general—but the real four-color fanta- 
sist wants more: the drama of a double 
life, the mystery of the mask, the rivalries 
... the long-winded extemporizing on the 
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field of battle. There's only one way for us 
to really live the dream, and that's getting 
back to the tabletop. 

It's a tough step to take—superhero 
role-playing Is, like; two nerd steps below 


even the crunchiest of swords-and-sor- 
cery geekery, below even the Vampire: 
the Masquerade live role-players that 
skulk around suburban parks at dusk 


swirling their fucking cloaks and whining 
at each other. At least Vampire players 
get laid now and then, throughva virginity- 
busting alchemy born of the flatly erotic 
nature of vampire mythology and the leg- 
endary easiness of chubby, insecure goth 
chicks. But once you take that step—and 
negotiate the pitfalls of choosing 
between either a rules system designed 
for retarded children or a system that 
fequires advanced spreadsheet skills and 
on-the-fly calculus—superhero RPGs 
offer some of the most fulfilling 
nerdgasms imaginable. 

My memories of Dungeons & Dragons 
adventures are scant, hazy and generally 
pretty boring, but my college exploits with 
CounterStrike, North America’s tenth- 
fated superhero team (our presidential 
hotline only went off when the Defenders 
were in another dimension and Power 
Pack was grounded) will live forever in my 
dreams. Like ... uh ... the time we kept 
some bad guys drugged unconscious for 
six months because the infirmary was the 
only facility we managed to install in our 
HO before our sugar-daddy pulled the plug 
on our funding. Or the astounding adven- 
ture where our shape-shifting “brick” 
teammate knocked up a hooker who 
ended up giving birth to one seriously 
pissed-off mutant baby. And what about 
our mysterious mission to Monte Carlo, 
where my dude used his x-ray vision and 
telekinesis to ... yeah. Fun times. 

So, | guess what I’m saying Is ... does 
anybody have a game going? | need a fix, 
bad. w 
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Our annual gift 
to advertisers — 
audited circulation 


e know advertisers want 

the best circulation value 
for their advertising dollar. As 
a publisher, we need to verify 
that our circulation is helping 
advertisers reach their target 
markets and potential 
customers all year long. 


That's why our annual gift to 
advertisers is subjecting our 
records to independent veri- 
fication by the largest and 
oldest circulation auditing 
organization in the world — 
the Audit Bureau of Circula- 
tions. 

In fact, 4,800 advertisers, 
publishers and advertising 
agencies rely on ABC for 
audited circulation data. An 
ABC audit means that our cir- 
culation records are regularly 


checked and verified by ABC 
auditors and findings are pub- 
lished in a concise report. 

We have a year-round commit- 
ment to providing this verified, 
audited circulation information 
to advertisers. 

Audited circulation — it's our 
gift to you. 


Rk 


Audit Bureau 
of Circulations 
Member 


ESE ons iy r : ; 
~peymice.. OILERS HEADGEAR 
ag Lili 
NAME Craig Wing 
HOMETOWN Edmonton 
WHAT'S ON YOUR HEAD? 5” tall tinfoil- 
and-cardboard Stanley Cup, glued to a 


two-tone, blue and white CCM helmet 


THOUGHTS ON THE GAME? “Oilers! Fuck 


yeah! Wooooo!!!" 


NAMES Cara Stamp & Reggie Dunlop 
HOMETOWN Edmonton 
WHAT'S ON YOUR HEADS? Blue wigs 


topped off with silver tiaras bejeweled 


with Oilers logos Pater. ; aS 
ST. ALBERT 

THOUGHTS ON THE GAME? “Rollie! Rol- : 

lie! Rollie!” 


NAME Derek Iles 
HOMETOWN Westaskawin, AB 
WHAT'S ON YOUR HEAD? Blue wig, 


orange hard hat and two silver streamers, 
compliments of the establishment 


THOUGHTS ON THE GAME? “Pretty awe- \ la ie 


: " RRIMAKER 


NAMES Mike Vanbutsolar & Curtis Boivin of th Th der 24 rept 
Fee e ail. 

HOMETOWN Eaglesham, AB A 

WHAT'S ON YOUR HEADS? Plastic ducks MAY 26, 27 & 28, ST. ERT, ALBERTA 

covered in oil, mounted on black www. rainmake “ab.ca 

Nike/Cooper helmets 


THOUGHTS ON THE GAME? “Ughhh...” ie other media sponsors 
(Yue didn’t reach Messrs Vanbutsolar and it AN 

Boivin until well into the game's third \NADIAN Abdi 

period, by which point both gentlemen =A 
were, um, less-than-coherent) 


Coteau Books and Audreys Books | [@onard Cohen’s 


invite you to join us for three unique The Book of Longing 
and unsentimental poetry readings Cora Taylor 
with poets Award winning 
. a Globe & Mail bestseller author of 
Pat Clifford | _ now 959 on ee = SS 
Pamela Porter ———_- launches the fourth 
Wi H and last book, Thursday 
aa & Katherine Angel in the Snow. June 1 


7:30 pm Lawrence 


JOKS ee: 
(780) eae! ba ‘BC - ff Fax sa 425-8446 
Ave. Edmonton 1[5J < es www.audreys.ca 
Free 1-800-661-36 ~ —e ta een wer k our ae for more events 


| SAVE 25% ON ALL THE GLOBE AND MAIL BESTSELLERS EVERYDAY 
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Do not read this article! 


DEVIL'S PICNIC SCOUTS OUT THE “FORBIDDEN FRUIT” EFFECT 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

egardless of your spiritual 
Reve if you've grown up 

anywhere near Judeo-Christ- 
ian tradition, you inevitably have one 
story's moral ingrained into your psy- 
che: no matter the temptation, stay 
away from forbidden fruit, lest you 
irreparably alter the course of not only 
your own life but also, potentially, the 
lives of everyone around you. 

But just as every good story has 
several interesting tangents, some 
more interesting than the story itself, 
so does this moral. Something that’s 
rarely explored in Sunday school 
about this woeful tale of Original Sin 

” is the idea that if you tell someone not 
to touch something, they will likely 
really, really want to do just that. 

The paradox of “forbidden fruit” 
has, however, been picked over by 
philosophers and writers alike, from 
Socrates to Mark Twain. Weighing 
into the debate these days is Canadi- 
an writer Taras Grescoe, whose latest 
book, The Devil’s Picnic, takes our 
Western secular states to task for 
seemingly arbitrary prohibitions on 
things that we like to consume. 

Travelling around the globe, from 
Singapore to Europe to the United 
States and Bolivia, Grescoe goes on a 
mission to seek out and consume 
those things that certain 
countries have sought 
to banish. From the 
real absinthe to 


BY TARAS GRESCOE 


= | THE DEVIL'S PICNIC 
| HARPERCOLLINS, $9485 


coca leaves, the consumables he seeks 
run the gamut from the mundane to 
the seriously controversial. But be 
warned, if you're looking for a read 
about some intoxicant-hazed trip-tic, 
you'd be better off taking in Hunter S 
Thompson or William S Burroughs. 
The Devil’s Picnic has much more to 
say than simply slurred narrative. 

“A lot of [books about prohibition] 
seem to be, ‘I really want to write this 
book, because I want to be able to 
smoke pot and not get arrested.’ That's 
middle class, pot smoker, baby boomer 
types who are offended that their 
favourite substance is forbidden,” 
Grescoe explains over the phone from 
his home in Montreal. “Well, I’m 
offended that a lot of these are forbid- 
den, not just marijuana. I thought 
approaching this big central problem 
through something that everyone 
could imagine—food—consuming, and 
how that food is sometimes banned for 
trade reasons, trade war reasons—like 
France and the United States with raw 


milk cheese. It was interesting to find 
that in almost every case there was 
some kind of pin motivation, usually a 
question of opposing power, behind 
the banning of these substances.” 


TOLD AS THE STORY of a nine-course 
meal—from the aperitif of Norwegian 
hjemmerbrent (“the Viking moon- 
shine”) to the nightcap of pentobarbi- 
tal sodium (a suicide drug legal in 
Switzerland and, incidentally, the only 
substance Grescoe refrained from tak- 
ing)—the book weaves a wonderfully 
sober narrative. 

Grescoe uses his talents as a travel 
writer (he’s published pieces in Condé 
Nast Traveler and on Salon.com, 
among others) to take his intrepid 
readers on a journey through different 
cultures as he seeks out not only the 
forbidden fruit in question but also the 
history behind it and its prohibition. 
Far more than just a travelogue, The 
Devil's Picnic constantly pries apart the 
arguments of states—why they choose 
to “save us from ourselves” by ban- 
ning different foods and intoxicants— 
to reveal Grescoe’s juicy thesis. 

“I kept on feeding back 
into the central idea 
of the book, 
which 
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is this investigation of whether the 
state has a right to interfere with what 
we put into our bodies, whether, ulti- 
mately, the community around us 
can, in extreme circumstances, be 
able to incarcerate us because we 
choose to consume something,” he 
says. “I’ve felt, since | was a kid, that 
this was a ridiculous thing. I remem- 
ber hearing this story when I was 
very young, about my grandmother 
who had her prize poppies uprooted 
by the RCMP because they were 
afraid of drug addicts. That seems 
really ridiculous—that the represen- 
tatives of the state should be able to 
come into your yard and uproot 
these things that you're growing. 
“There are a lot of really good 
examples where the community has 
the right to step in and say, ‘Listen, 
this behaviour is affecting your fellow 
citizens. Maybe you shouldn’t be car- 
rying around semi-automatic 
weapons in big urban areas,” he con- 
tinues. “Or there’s a good case to be 
made against smoking in a lot of situ- 
ations, because it really does harm 
other people. There’s a lot of clear cut 
cases, and I think this book examines 
a lot of them. Whether it’s suicide 
tourism in Switzerland or 


a try 


chewing coca leaves in Bolivia, it 
really should be no one’s business but 
our own.” 

But prohibition is a business like 
any other. The US drug czar, for 
instance, can never be on the side of 
legalization, lest he, and the massive 
departments of employees behind 
him, be out of work. That is the 
insidious nature of state-sponsored 
prohibition. 

Grescoe finally concludes that 
regardless of the “noble” reasons 
given for any of the injunctions 
against Cuban cigars, raw-milk 
cheeses or narcotics—"it’s a matter 
of public safety’—the real reasons 
are more often ignoble than not 
There's a strong case, for instance, to 
be made for the fact that any of the 
anti-drug laws in the last century 
have underpinnings of xenophobia: 
pot was linked to Mexicans and 
opium to Asians. 

While he never argues for an all- 
out free-for-all of legalization, 
Grescoe does entreat us to come to 
the debate table with an educated 
palate, to think freely about our for- 
bidden fruits and why they are, in 
fact, forbidden. Because really, if you 
take away the “forbidden” part of the 
equation, all you end up with is a 

wonderful piece of “fruit.” w 


Pants, don’t fill on me now:..’ 


IN THE BOX 


DAVID YOUNG ano TB PLAYER 
| inthebox@vueweekly.com 


The Oilers are riding a seven-game win- 
ning streak after a goofy 5-4 win over Ana- 
heim Tuesday night, leaving Edmonton 
with a commanding three game lead in the 
series. The Oilers went to Anaheim and 
won two games. Then about half the team 
caught some kind of Bird Flu in Duckville 
but the team still managed to win game 
three in Edmonton. One more win Thurs- 
day and the Oilers can be the first sports 
team to win a big game and tell the media, 
“I’m NOT going to Disneyland!” Caim 
down, TB and Dave. One win at a time. 


PUN-ISHMENT While | love to see thou- 
sands of Oiler fans crowd Whyte Avenue 
after each win, the idiot festival just has 
to stop. Friday night's Twit of the Week 
was definitely the budding Cirque de 
Soleil artist who decided he just had to 
climb the high-voltage power line in front 
of Chianti restaurant. As the penalty 


should fit the crime, | hope he was ~ 


grounded. DY 
FAST-ACTIN’ TINNITUS Well, | finally got 


to see a playoff game in person. (Hey, we 
can't all be bigwigs like Mr David Young.) 
My initial thought was, "Yes, this is 
indeed rather loud.” But four goals and 
some Georges Laraque cheerleading later, 
| found out just how loud the Oiler faithful 


can be. Some people have mentioned 
that the crowd at Rexall have reached the 
noise levels of the old Chicago Arena. If 
this is true, | can only imagine there are a 
lot of people in Chicago cupping their 
ears and going “Whuh?” TB 


MEET THE MAN WITH THE MEAT 
Although | found it a tacky response to 
Detroit's famed octopus, that little tradi- 
tion where Oiler fans throw steak onto 
the ice surface has been uncannily effec- 
tive. Watching carefully over the past 
three home games, | figured | had identi- 
fied the steak-smuggler. Then, somehow 
in the crowd | found “RK” and asked him 
if he was indeed the beef-tosser. The man 
denied it. Then | remembered | was 
dressed up in my suit, assured him | was 
the media and not “the man” and he 
fessed up. RK said he heard about the 
steak thrown on the ice in Detroit to start 
the playoffs and decided to huck some 
meat onto the ice in game six of that 
series. Three home games (and home 
wins) later he was still at it. Being super- 
stitious, he couldn't quit. “| even make 
sure to wear my red underwear to every 
game,” said RK. His steak cut of choice? 
T-Bone. Or MacT-Bone, | guess. DY 


AND NOW, JUST THE LADIES! The tone 
was set early Tuesday night when long- 
time Oilers anthem singer Paul Lorieau 
lifted his mic to the heavens in rock-star 
fashion, urging all in attendance to sing 
along to 0 Canada. And sing they did, 
loudly and proudly, as the rafters rever- 


MEANWHILE IN 


RIVERBEND... 


berated with nationalistic fervour. Curi- 
ous, though, does Lorieau still get paid 
for singing? TB 


TRUTH IN ADVERTISING? The rink board 
advert in front of the Ducks bench Tuesday 
night was for an anti-smoking group, pro- 
claiming “Alberta Quits.” Unfortunately 
for Anaheim, it appears that the billboard 
is only referring to Southern Alberta. DY 


PUGILISTIC RESPECT Kudos go out to 
Georges Laraque, the man so big they 
named him plurally. In his second tangle 
of the night with Fedoruk, Georges had 
the Duck in a very vulnerable position, but 
instead of pounding him senseless, opted 
to hold him down until the linesmen could 
intervene. Well done, Georges, Fedoruk 
and his whole family, thank you. TB 


DAVE MAKES JOKES; HOPEFULLY GET- 
ZLAF With three wins down, the Oilers 
have four opportunities to Salei Ruslan, 
leave Jeff Friesen and make Travis Moen 
when they Rob Niedermayer of a chance 
to see the Cup Final. Zing. DY 


THEY BOO BECAUSE THEY MISS YOU 
After Tuesday night's game, former Oiler 
Todd Marchant was named the second of 
three stars by Hockey Night in Canada. 
Marchant was also the only opposing 
player so far in the playoffs who skated 
onto the ice when the three stars were 
announced, despite losing the game. So, 
to honour the classy and humble move, 
Rexall fans booed Marchant. DY 


With an innovative Magic Seat” design, stellar fuel 


Your need for a career | 
as a Crop Advisor . 
peaks this fall. 


Your affinity for growing things 
rules the day as the sun and 
moon are in fire signs. Now is 
the perfect time to consider a 
career in Crop and Agri-Food 
Technology. Olds is sending 
you warm mental and emotional 
signals. Olds is the college that 
treats you like a whole person. 
Financial issues inevitably arise... 


Olds will credit $1000 towards 
your tuition when you enroll 
full-time in this program. 


OLDS _ 
COLLEGE 
-OLDS (6537) The place to go 


(W) 


economy and class-leading standard safety equipment, 


you can be sure you'll get a lot out of it 
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Magic Seat is a registered trademark of Honda Motor Co. Lid 


Right next to the High Level Diner. 
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It’s not CSI, but looking 
for bad bacteria is like 


EDUCATION” 


looking for a killer 


TYLER MORENCY / tyler@vueweekly.com 
here's rotting bits of food in the kitchen. 
| Tiny-legged insects craw! over uncooked 
chunks of beef and chicken with impuni- 
ty. An individual who hasn't washed their hands 
since they began their shift is preparing your 
burger. You eat it. Several hours later, you are 
sick, cursing yourself and the microorganisms 
responsible for your sudden illness. 

“Never again,” you tell yourself. You decline 
to phone the health authority and complain 
about the restaurant that made you sick. You'd 
rather remain on the floor of your bathroom. 

According to Capital Health, approximately 
7 000 Canadians suffer food poisoning each 
year. They say that many don't report food poi- 
soning, so those numbers could be closer to two 
million. 

Nyall Hislop, supervisor of safe food for the 
Capital Health region says less than five per 
cent of those with food poisoning ever report 
the restaurant they believe caused the illness. 
Some may fear their favourite place to eat 
would shut down. 

Hislop eats in restaurants regularly, without 
shutting them down for health violations, and 
he doesn’t appreciate how films and television 
represents public health inspectors as anal- 
retentive bookworms. 

“You'll find we are pretty easy going,” Hislop 
says. “You can separate yourself from your job. 


EDUCATION 


3 PUBLIC HEALTH 


You can never really turn it off altogether. If you 
talk to most inspectors, they'll admit to that 
eventually.” 

Hislop says health inspectors don’t close 
restaurants immediately. Only the owners that 
don’t comply with the orders of the health 
inspectors are forced to shut down. Conversely, 
inspectors can’t close down an establishment 
that doesn’t deserve it. 

“We're responsible for everything we do and 
everything we don't do,” Hislop says. 


THE PROCESS of finding the cause of foodborne 
illness or a widespread bacterial infection, like 
the E coli outbreak that happened in Walkerton, 
Ontario, is similar to a detective searching for a 
murder suspect. That's the best part of the job, 
Hislop says. He enjoys the hands-on nature of 
the science used in a public health inspector's 
day-to-day routine, which, to him, is much more 
interesting than the science conducted in a 
research laboratory. 

Hislop says he fell into the public health 
industry by accident. He began taking the Con- 
cordia University College of Alberta’s Environ- 
mental Health after-graduate program to get 


some prerequisites for forensic inves- 
tigation. 

“A lot of the things that attracted 
me to forensic science we actuaily do 
in foodborne illness investigation,” 
Hislop says. 

“It is suited to those who like to 
problem solve, because it is very 
much like a mystery. You've got all 
this data, and you're trying to figure 
out what the cause of the problem is,” 
says Karen McDonald, executive 
director of the environmental science 
program at Concordia. “It’s not for the 
squeamish. 

“Because of attrition, which is a big 
problem in all health fields right now, 
.. the demand right now is extremely 
high for graduates,” McDonald says. 

McDonald says the field is going 
through a substantial change as the 
Canadian Institute of Public Health 
Inspectors—the body responsible for 
setting professional standards for 
public health inspectors—decided that 
the career required a degree, rather 
than the two-year diploma that had 
previously been the norm. 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY college of 


Alberta offers a 15-month post-gradu- 
ate diploma in environmental health. 
It is the only program in Alberta 
accredited by the Canadian Institute 
of Public Health Inspectors. Graduates 
of the program typically find employ- 
ment with a health authority, like Cap- 
ital Health, or with the federal 
government. Starting wage is approx- 
imately $50 000 to $60 000 a year, 
depending on the employer. 

“It's very focused and condensed,” 


Listen up! 


Mars is in Gemini which 


The future is saying 
urban tree care - 


McDonald says, referring to the pro- 
gram’s rigorous schedule—students 
take six courses a semester for three 
academic terms followed by three- 
month practicum. 

“We're looking for people with sub- 
stantial backgrounds to come in with 
a degree already,” McDonald says. 
“Most students come in with a degree 
in a science. I've had students come 
through with an arts degree, and 
they’ve done very well, but you do 
need the science prerequisites 
because it is a health program.” 

Public environmental health is a 
vast industry. Health inspectors are 
allowed to investigate any place con- 
sidered public property or where the 
public interacts with an environment, 
like a restaurant or an office building. 
Because of the grand scope of public 
health, McDonald says large private 
companies are starting to hire in- 
house health inspectors. 

“They might hire a student to do 
inspections within their facilities to 
make sure the product is good,” 
McDonald says. "They don't want a 
government inspector to come in and 
find something wrong.” 

Inspectors aim to minimize the risk 
of illness to the public by using what 
they call a “risk-assessment model,” 
which determines the odds of trouble- 
some illness-causing bacteria actually 
infecting the public. 

“Anywhere you've gone in society, 
where you think it is safe to be there, 
inspectors have been there first,” 
McDonald says. “People always 
think of the food inspection, but hos- 
pitals, schools, daycares, swimming 


morse. 
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pools, tattoo parlours, hair salons, 
tanning booths—anywhere you've 
gone and taken for granted that it’s 
clean—it has been inspected. It’s a 
pretty big job.” 

The examples of situations where 
public health inspectors must step in 
to evaluate the dangers to the public 
don’t necessarily stop there. 

“Things like that cat house that 
happened a few years ago, where 
there were 120 dead cats or whatever. 
That would have been a situation 
where inspectors would have gotten 
involved,” McDonald says. 

“The role of the health inspector is 
often the role taken for granted. They 
aren't the people that show up first 
with the emergency equipment that 
help you out. They are the people that 
show up a day later to make sure 
you've got clean water, food and shel- 
ter,” McDonald says. “They don’t get 
the glory, they don’t get the kudos, 
they're not in the newspaper. They 
are the people there afterwards, mak- 
ing sure people have the stuff of 
life-basic needs.” w 
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Starewell, Keating, 
Rake, Tupelo Honey, 
Matthews Grin, Vedanta, 
War Party, EMI, Shoreline 
Records, 604 Records, Long Way 
Down, KOAN, HAVEN, Amoeba, HiLo 


Concentrated technical knowledge combined with relevant 
practical skills gives NAIT IT and engineering grads the edge. 


Demand is growing fast for a wide range of skills in information technology, electronics and 
telecommunications engineering. NAIT’s job-ready graduates have the expertise employers 


are looking for. 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


Information and communications technology powers 


the modern world — and creates a hot regional job market 


Anyone who doubts that technology 
powers our times hasn't been paying 
close attention to the world around 
them. 


“The water we drink, the forests we 
manage, the ways we communicate 
with one another, are all based in sci- 
ence and technology,” says NAIT 
President Dr. Sam Shaw. “The back- 
bone of innovation is science and 
technology, and people who commit 
themselves to a lifetime of learning in 
technology will be the leaders of 
change in this century.” 


An essential factor is information and 
communications technology (ICT), 
which goes way beyond just comput- 
ers and cellular phones. ICT monitors 
the oil that flows through pipelines, 
powers complicated management sys- 
tems, controls accounting programs, 
and runs sophisticated diagnostic sys- 
tems in everything from satellites to 
automobiles. 


In the forest industry, machines used 
to harvest logs are equipped with 
onboard computers and computerized 
hydraulic systems, so anyone who 
wants to run the equipment or fix it 


Information 


Session 
Saturday | May 27 


needs a technical education. 


In the oilpatch, even a simple task 
such as keeping production records 
for a drilling rig is done by computer. 
Oilpatch workers use diagnostic 
computer equipment to tell them if 
machinery is working properly. 3D 
seismic work is now completely 
computer-driven. And horizontal 
drilling, which is used on nearly half 
the oil wells in western Canada, is a 
technological marvel. To drill hori- 
zontally, petroleum companies use 
computer sensors to tell them where 
the drilling head is and the angle it is 
drilling at. 


Even the practice of automotive 
mechanics has undergone wholesale 
change in the last decade thanks to 
the ICT revolution. The conventional 
“grease monkey” image of the auto 
mechanic is a thing of the past. 
Microprocessor-controlled transmis- 
sions and onboard global positioning 
systems have taken everyday mechan- 
ics into the 21st century and given 
them a facelift in the process. 


Garry Bridge, Dean of Applied 
Media and Information Technology 


Information technology now reaches into our forests to change how they are 
mapped and managed. NAIT Forest Technology students, equipped with Global 
Positioning System equipment, upload GPS mapping files from a data logger to 
a laptop. 

next year or so, we won't be able to 


produce enough grads to fill the 
market demand.” 


at NAIT, says “Employment in the 
ICT sector is coming back very 
strong from the early ‘90s. In the 


Garry's predictions are backed up by 
other industry experts. Paul 
Swinwood, President of Canada’s 
Software Human Resource Council, 
was quoted in August 2005: “I believe 
we'll be in a tight labour market in 
three years, and we'll have companies 
scrambling for people.” 


The need for ICT expertise is heating 
up even faster in the Edmonton 
region, where the demand for infor- 
mation technology professionals rose 
79 per cent in the third quarter of 
2005, according to a recent survey by 
CNC Global Ltd. 


Says Garry, “ICT is pervasive every- 
where you go, from the trucking 
industry, to finance, security, health 
care, oil and gas, human resources, 
manufacturing...you name it. The 
demand will only increase for profes- 
sionals who can use their knowledge 
to improve the bottom line.” 


So how do you get in on this boom? 
NAIT’s a smart place to start. A range 
of one-year certificates, two-year 
diplomas and an applied degree span 
the sector. Find out more at 
www.nait.ca. 
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Do you have what it takes to attend The 
Art Institute of Vancouver, one of North 
America’s leaders in creative education? 

At The Art Institute, we believe an education in the creative and 
applied arts should be hands on and practical, not to mention 


inspiring. It should prepare you for opportunities in the workplace 
as it gives your ideas and talent a place to take shape. 


Register with The Art Institute of Vancouver to attend an 
information session at the: 


10135 - 100th Street, Edmonton 
Starts at 10:00 am sharp! 
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Soothe Us| int 
Institute of Vancouver 


Learn more about the programs offered and find out how to 
get started on the education you've always wanted. Assistant 
Directors of Admissions will be available to answer questions 
about The Art Institute and work directly with qualified 
candidates. We're ready when you are. 


1.800.661.1885 


The Art Institute 
of lancouver" 
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Herald in a dim sum Dynasty 


ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com 
im sum is the traditional Chi- 
D nese brunch consisting of 
small dishes of various deli- 
cacies. It means “to touch the heart” 
or “a little bit of heart.” 

it should be named, “a little bit of 
everything that goes by.” At least 
that’s my philosophy, shared by most 
other members of my clearly Cau- 
casian family. 

Dim sum is thought to have origi- 
nated in Canton, where it has been 
practiced for hundreds of years. My 
brother, his wife and I have been 
going to Sunday morning dim sum on 
a semi-regular basis for ages. 
Approaching it in a thoroughly non- 
Asian manner, for us it’s all about the 
delectable dishes and how much we 
can put away. 

One of our favourite haunts is 
Dynasty Restaurant on Calgary 
Trail, co-winner of Vue Weekly's 2006 
Golden Fork Award for best dim sum. 
Arriving Sunday at 10 am, we just 
missed the first seating. While seating 
is informal, being there at 9:30 for 
opening virtually guarantees an 
immediate table. After the tables fill, 
the wait can be anywhere from 15 
minutes to a half hour, sometimes 
longer. 

Before our cravings became too 
intense to manage, we were settled 
into our chairs in the preferred aisle 
position. Aisle seats allow patrons to 
see every cart that passes by, and 
reduces the number of embarrassing 
requests for clarification over the tops 
of strangers’ heads. “Steamed what 
feet with extra what sauce?” 


EL TORO 


DAI TO a 


DYNASTY RESTAURANT 
101 TB AVENUE 
43200 
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We ordered a big pot of steaming 
green tea to share among the three of 
us. Dim sum without tea is entirely 
uncivilized. The tea is the hub of the 
meal, serving to slow the pace and 
allow for relaxed digestion. At least 
that’s the theory. I've never tried to 
slow my pace. 

Dynasty’s large, open-seating area 
has room enough for nearly 50 tables, 
which are placed as close together as 
possible. The atmosphere is neither 
cosy nor romantic, and it’s not particu- 


Thanks 
Edmonton! 


larly Asian despite its authentic-look- 
ing exterior. It’s functional. With the 
kitchen well out of sight, the servers 
seem to appear out of nowhere. 

I took a cursory look around the 
busy restaurant. I was careful not to 
linger on any one table—watching 
others eat is considered rude in Chi- 
nese culture. I was relieved to see a 
mostly Asian crowd. My Chinese 
friends tell me that this is the sign of 
good dim sum. 


WITHIN MOMENTS of our tea’s arrival, 


the heavily laden carts of delicious 
smelling bowls and steamers began 
to pass our table. Each cart was 
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Jack and Grill come together — 
to create lamb perfection 


CHRISTIE SCHULTZ / christie @vueweekly.com 
he regulars at Jack’s Grill 
| have a favourite table. They 
know and love chef Peter Jack- 
son’s creative menu and know what 
kind of weather is needed to enjoy the 
hideaway patio. 

Regular diners contribute to the 
restaurant’s longstanding reputation 
as one of Edmonton’s finest food 
establishments. And they make peo- 
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JACK’S GRILL 
BHD - 111 STREET 
a4t11 


ple like me curious enough to go. 
Great reputations can lead to great 
expectations, of course, and things 
that would be minor irritations else- 
where end up colouring an entire 
evening. Despite truly excellent food, 
perhaps my expectations for the Jack’s 
Grill experience were too high. 
Though my partner and I had made 
reservations for two at Jack’s Grill, 
when we arrived, we were seated at a 
booth-like table for four. Two chairs 
and a bench was an odd arrangement 
for a couple. Moreover, not only were 
there several two-seaters that 
remained unoccupied during our stay, 
but also I had to scootch across a 
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LOBSTER TAIL 


402 ONLY 


ASIAM Fusion STeek & SSRrooo 


WEST OF CALGARY TRAIL ON 51ST AVE. 


padded bench in a skirt. It was awk- 
ward at best. The only reasonable 
explanation I could come up with was 
that regular diners who did not show 
up that night sit at those tables. 


Sl Ave. 430-61 
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Regardless, such an error in customer 
service didn’t sit well with me. 

The restaurant was a genuinely 
pleasant space, almost hidden in a 
southside strip mall. Neighbours 
include Cristall’s Wine Market and 
Sunterra Foods, so decadent pleas- 
ures are not out of place. The interior 
was artful and bright, playful yet 
tasteful. The evening’s sunshine made 
its way inside through the full win- 
dows that look out to the patio. 

After examining the menu, which 
included Cornish game hen, shoulder 
of boar and Alberta AAA Sterling Sil- 
ver beef, I ordered the citrus-rubbed 
lamb loin ($32) and my partner 
ordered the veal rack chop with morel 
mushroom sauce ($39). After confirm- 
ing that the rumoured-to-be-divine 
créme brillée was still on the dessert 
menu, we decided to share a single 
appetizer and leave extra room for 
dessert. We started with the almond- 
crusted Brie served with asparagus 
and greens ($13). 


WITH ENTREES selected, we were 


ready to choose our wine. We wanted 
to revisit a wine we enjoyed during a 
recent trip to France and ordered a 
Chateauneuf du Pape ($54), the only 
Rh6ne wine on the menu. Alas and 
alack! After a few minutes, the waiter 
returned to explain that the bottle we 
ordered was no longer available, but 
the 2000 Le Vieux Donjon 
Chateauneuf du Pape ($69) was. 

What was a waiter to do in sucha 
situation? I would have liked a recom- 
mendation to suit the meal and our 
wallets. We probably should have 
requested exactly that, but instead we 
agreed to the pricier bottle. 

Thankfully, we didn’t have to wait 
long to begin experiencing the food 
that has made Jack’s Grill famous. 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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that has made Jack’s Grill famous. 
The almond-crusted baked Brie was 
simple and delicious. Cranberries, 
asparagus and salad in a vodka citrus 
dressing made the appetizer com- 
plete. 

Only moments after we polished off 
the Brie, my citrus-rubbed lamb 
arrived—perfection. I’m used to 
chewier lamb pieces in stews and cur- 
ries, so the tenderness of the loin sur- 
prised and impressed me. The lamb 
was served with goat cheese potato 
cakes, lentil salad, green beans and a 
skiff of tomato curry sauce, which all 
worked extraordinarily well together. 

My partner was very enthusiastic— 
thrilled, even—about the truffle-salted 
pommes frites that accompanied the 
veal. Adding to the mushroom delight 
was the morel sauce, a rare and 
delectable find. The Alberta veal itself 


was flawlessly grilled: or TETT ERT ETE the bread pudding was 
brag about this dish. te d té0 hot and my tongue was 


THE DARK RED WINE opened with a 
plumy and spicy nose. It was com- 
pletely smooth and silky on the 
tongue, but very intense and complex. 
The long finish was fruity with light 
tannins. I loved that it tasted as bold 
as a big red but wasn’t as dry. It was 
almost as good as the France-filled 
memory. In the end, as a complement 
to our entrées, the wine probably 
worked better with the citrus lamb 
than the mushroom veal. 

Thanks to our clever pre-planning, 
we had room to order the wild blue- 
berry créme briilée ($8) and Jack's 
bread pudding with caramelized rum 
sauce and whipped cream ($8). 
Vanilla bean specks could move Jack’s 
créme brilée to anyone's best dessert 
list. The blueberries were an aberra- 
tion, but not an abomination. Unfor- 


still suffering first-bite burns the next 
morning. Once it cooled, the pudding 
was very sweet and laced with lots of 
rum. It would have been great with an 
espresso. 

Our total for the evening including 
wine with tax and tip was $205. While 
not unreasonable for fine dining, for 
the money I would have expected a 
thoughtful wine recommendation 
when our first choice was unavail- 
able. And really, an appropriate table 
Is necessary, especially if I’ve made 
reservations and I can see that one is 
clearly available. The food (notably 
the lamb) was the evening's highlight. 
Only these other details left a bad 
taste in my mouth. 

Still, there’s no denying the power 
of an excellent reputation. Jack’s Grill 
has fans for a reason and I'm sure 
they'll return to enjoy the food. v 


Delicious Dynasty delights 
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expertly navigated by a woman who 
would announce her wares and 
uncover the steamer lids to reveal the 
delicacies within. It’s no coincidence 
that we seldom invite anybody to join 
us for our Sunday morning feast: dim 
sum selections are usually presented 
in servings of three. 

“Deep fried shrimp wontons?” one 
asked, waving her hand over plates 
of crispy golden brown wontons. Of 
course we wanted those. “Shrimp 
cakes?” asked another, holding them 
out for inspection. Of course we 
needed those as well; we had to com- 
pare them to the wontons. This went 
on for several minutes, and suddenly 
we realized that once again we made 
the delicious rookie mistake of 
choosing far too many items from the 
first few carts. 

That's the trouble with having the 
constant flow of food; it’s all irre- 


sistible. The bamboo sticky rice came 
by and we added a steamer-full to our 
now overflowing table. Sticky rice is a 
dim sum staple, made with tiny pieces 
of sweet sausage, rehydrated shrimp, 
and green onions. 


1 LOVE SQUID, and when presented in 
a savoury curry sauce, there was no 
resisting a bowlful. The sauce was 
aromatic but not overpowering, the 
squid tender and succulent. 

My favourites were the flaky pas- 
tries filled with sweet bits of tender 
pork and sprinkled with sesame seeds. 
My brother favoured the steamed 
shrimp dumplings, crammed with 
whole shrimp and packaged in a deli- 
cate, clear wrapper. His wife's first 
choice were the massive balls of sugar 
cane shrimp, lightly breaded and pre- 
sented with a stick of sugar cane pro- 
truding from each delightful globe. 

Just as we decided we couldn't eat 
another bite, deep fried squid appeared 


and we accepted a heaping plate of 
still-hot calamari. Then we had to stop. 
There was no way we could eat any 
more. We had managed to consume 13 
plates, bowls or steamers full of lus- 
cious treats in less than an hour and 
had serious lack of energy. 

In contrast, I noted that the older 
Asian couple next to us had shared 
three dishes—rice, chicken feet and 
duck feet—as well as the customary 
tea. Bird feet must be more filling 
than they look. 

It was my turn to pay, and I was 
pleasantly surprised to find the total 
came to only $41 before tax. Leaving 
a tip, we proceeded through the exit 
where the line had grown to overflow 
the foyer. People milled about just 
outside the door, woeful looks on 
their hungry faces. 

Glancing back at our table, it was 
already being cleaned and readied for 
the next lucky couple. I hoped they 
paced themselves better than we did. vw 
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Let's go to Delux, 
oh baby, let’s go to Delux 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com 
broke a cardinal rule of restaurant 
| reviewing. We're supposed to give 
brand new restaurants a month or 
so to iron out the wrinkles before we 
invade. Few places get the kind of 
launch enjoyed by Delux Burger Bar. 

Billboards, however, and us media 
types have been hyping this latest link 
in the Century Grill and Lux Steak- 
house chain: I just couldn’t wait. 

Only a week after they finally 
peeled the craft paper off their win- 
dows, my little family pulled up to the 
ritzy little strip mall. As I parked our 
bright yellow Aerio between a Beemer 
and a late model Mercedes, my wife 
murmured, “Our car isn’t nice enough 
for us to eat here!” 

Delux took the classic diner con- 
cept into the new millennium. Dark- 
wood finish accented a cool white 
and blue décor. Leather banquettes 
hugged the walls; the floor was divid- 


2 | MON-SUN, 1AM TO 12.AM 


DELUX BURGER BAR 
6-12 STREET 
want 


BURGER 


ed by enormous booths and high 
tables arranged around the beautiful 
bar that dominated one corner of the 
room. Tiny blue tiles that reminded 
me of ‘80s swimming pools backed 
costly bottles of booze. 

Immediately after work on a Friday 
evening, we were barely in time to 
claim a walk-in table beside a huge 
“D" logo which cleverly served as a 
wine rack. The space was smaller 
than I expected, occupying perhaps a 
third of Debaji’s ill-fated second loca- 
tion. There was an excited buzz, how- 
ever: every table was occupied, a line 
formed at the door and funky gor- 
geous serving staff in black shuttled 
between the patrons, the bar and the 


THANKS EDMONTON FOR VOTING US 


BEST GREEK 


RESTAURANT 


www.koutouki.ca 
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kitchen. Clientele ranged from chil- 
dren to grandparents, but most were 
the moneyed 40-somethings from the 
immediate area. 


AFTER A QUICK visit to the Tv- 


equipped restroom with my toddler, | 
rejoined my bride, who was sipping at 
a tart raspberry smoothie ($4). The 
drinks menu was bound in a textured 
blue vinyl that made my fingers happy 
to crack it—I flipped past 50 beers 
(along with six on tap), chuckled at 
the thought of ordering wine and 
landed among the cocktails. Without 
giving it much thought, I pointed at 
the Sweet Intentions ($6), which fea- 
tured Alizé Red. 

“We have discovered the pregnant 
woman’s Mecca,” my wife whispered, 
already intending to invite her group 
of stay-at-home moms to this 
funkadelic burgerhaiis. Free of ciga- 
rette smoke, with abundant high 
chairs and gourmet burgers, Delux 
was more than a yuppie haunt or sim- 
ple diner. 

I skipped the lusciously-described 
salads, regretfully moved past some 
amazing appetizers and nearly wept 
when I passed over the desserts—I 
was here for burgers. The sesame- 
crusted Ahi tuna sandwich made 
“Filet o’ Fish” a four-letter word. 
Grilled chicken, a garden burger and 
the Delux grilled cheese were similar- 
ly alluring. My wife settled quickly on 
the Urban Classic with a three ched- 
dar blend ($9) and I was debating the 
blue cheese-infused Delux burger 
when our server mentioned the Burg- 
er of the Day. Done. 

Side orders were inexplicably mis- 
spelled “a la Carts” and featured fries, 
sweet potato fries or Stella Artois-bat- 
tered onion rings. My wife dislikes 
sweet potato fries for some reason, SO 
we ordered the fries duo to cover both 
bases. After ordering a grilled cheese 
sandwich ($5) from the kids’ menu for 
my daughter, we surrendered our 
menus and sat back with our drinks. 

I was a little disappointed with the 


hopes ort apap eke anata 


was a nice touch. I watched the couple 
next to us receive their bill, and the 
growing crowd at the door gave a stir 
of anticipation for the upcoming table. 
With the tab came the coolest gim- 
mick I have ever seen; no mints, no 
fortune cookie, but a perfectly mould- 
ed tower of blue and pink cotton 
candy! I hadn't even eaten yet and I 
was excited to pay. 

Despite the burger bar pretensions, 
the busy kitchen staff in navy ball 
caps and chef jackets served up the 
dishes in restaurant pacing; 20 min- 
utes passed before our wire mesh 
baskets hit the table. Our baskets 
looked a little lonely with only a burg- 
er each, stabbed through with a half- 
pickle on a skewer, but my daughter's 
grilled cheese and fries filled hers 
completely (including a plastic cup of 
orange juice made hers the best value 
on the menu). 


| ALSO FIGURED OUT WHY the fries 


were “a la cart”: they were served ina 
little chrome shopping cart for a cute 
but wholly bizarre addition to the 
table. My wife grabbed the requisite 
bottle of Heinz and we dug in. 

My daughter's grilled cheese was 
perfect, leaving slick butter on her fin- 
gers with every bite. She used the 
crisp shoestring fries, glistening with 
oil, mostly to convey ketchup to her 
mouth. My wife's hearty burger was 
rich and savoury under generous fresh 
toppings. Unfortunately, her bun was- 
n't quite robust enough to hold togeth- 
er all the way through and she relied 
extensively on her white linen napkin. 

My bun fared better, possibly 
because my Burger of the Day lacked 
her house-made mayo. Each bite was 
a marvel: six ounces of densely- 
flavoured lamb burger ($11) was 
cushioned by a disk of flat, salty goat 
cheese and roasted red peppers. I tore 
into it with gusto, alternating with 
handfuls of fries dipped in a tangy 
side sauce. My wife opted out, since 
her fries of choice had been mixed 
with my sweet potato fries instead of 
being civilly segregated. I lost hus- 
band points but gained unlimited 
access to the tasty combined flavours 
of the largely indistinguishable fries. 

I am sorry to say that we couldn't 
do it. We all finished our sandwiches 
but faltered on the fries and simply 
couldn’t consider ordering one of 
those mouth-watering desserts. The 
bill came to a surprising $50 including 
tax and tip, and we took turns tearing 
strips from our tower of cotton candy. 
My daughter was enchanted, but my 
wife (a traditionalist at heart) 
mourned the fact that our toddler's 
first taste of cotton candy was ina 
trendy restaurant instead of on a fair- 
ground. Her fingers nearly fused 
together with sugar, Maeryn didn’t 
seem to mind. : 

There are three experiences at 
Delux: we definitely enjoyed our burg- 
er-and-fries adventure, but I'll leave 
the lounge meat market to the sin- 
gles, and | will definitely return for 
apps-and-desserts. 

I just have to find a group of friends 
who want to join me for pomegranate 
shrimp popsicles and lobster nachos 
in havarti, followed by fresh mini 

“donuts and a “chocolate cheesecake 
burger.” Any takers? v 
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Another year, another Golden Fork Award. 


Thanks again Edmonton for making 


for Best Pizza and Best Wings. Now stay tuned for a totally 
new taste sensation as we roll out our new Wedgies - 
handerafted pizza dough flavoured with garlic, topped with 
cheese and baked to perfection. Just right for dipping, you'll 
totally enjoy a Wedgie... for a change. 


IFE N' NEKEL SANDWICHES Sours, SALADS 


AND DONT FORGET THE 


Pizza 73 your choice 


a 1 Visions wath 
for Glotvestiva 


FIRST PRIZE: Slog 2ND PRIZE: TICKETS! 


courtesy of Subline ine. 


Tickets available through board members, 
Earth's General Store & Naked Cyber Cafe 


ORAW OATE JUNE 29 - 7PM AT METRO CINEMA 
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3. Various — Sori are rs PE) 
4. Neil Young - Living With War (wamer) 

5. Matisyahu - Youth (epic) 

6. Red Hot Chili Peppers — ~ Stadium Arcadium (warner) 

7. James Hunter — People Gonna Talk (rounder) 

8. Eagles Of Death Metal - Death By Sexy (downtown) 

9, Feist - Open Season (arts&crafts) 

10. Various - 30 Years Of Stony Plain (stony plain) 

41. The Co-Dependants — Live At The Mecca Café Vol.2 (indelible) 

12 Bruce Springsteen — We Shall Overcome: The Seeger Sessions (columbia) 
13. Gnarls Barkley — StElsewhere (downtown) 

14, Neko Case - Fox Confessor Brings The Flood (mint) 

15. Alejandro Escovedo - The Boxing Mirror (oack porch) 

16. The Black Keys ~ Chulahoma (fat possum) 

17. Kieran Kane , Kevin Welch & Fats Kaplin - Lost John Dean (compass) 
48. The Flaming Lips - At War With The Mystics (wamer) 

19. The Dresden Dolls - Yes, Virginia (roadrunner) 

20. Pearl Jam Pearl Jam (j records) 

21. Calexico — Garden Ruin (overcoat) 

22. Nofx— Wolve In Wolves Clothing (fat) 

23, Karla Anderson-The Embassy Sessions (indelible) 

94. Taking Back Sunday - Louder Now (wamer) 

25. Van Morrison — Pay The Devil (exile) 

26. Built To Spill - You In Reverse (wamer) 

27. Jolie Holland - Springtime Can Kill You (anti) 

28, Ben Harper — Both Sides Of The Gun (virgin) 

29. The Little Willies - S/T (milking bull) 

30. Sam Roberts - Chemical City (universal) 


RED SPARROWS/ 


GREGOR SAMSA 
SPLIT 


Red Sparrows return to Robotic 

Empire with another amazing record, ON Sale NOW 
this time being joined by Gregor Samsa 

for this split CD release. Richmond, VA's Gregor Samsa 
shine bright here with two tracks of serene and dark 
ambient/rock music. Haunting and beautifully sung male 
and female vocals intertwine with atmospheric guitars, 
keys and string arrangements. Yes | stole this write up. 


so LEILN TARNATION © 116 


; SEND YOUR LISTING NFO TO HSE& VUEWEEKLY.COM FAX TO 
10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 MUL | 180.426.2889 (ATTN:HSG) OR DROP OFF AT VUE; 10303-108ST 
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Carol); shakira shoes by Matse (Weners) sunglasses by Chanel (Women wih Vision) 
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JACKETS 
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AND MORE 
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Bench Hudson 
Industry Blue | 
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“[ Dress by Stanley Carol (Stanley Carl); cowboy boots by Matisse Weners), | 
{shoes by Demonia le nd IL (it) (Rowen) 


AUDIOG APPAREL. 


f ® hice 


aio trl koe bag by High Fashion 
capri stockings by Leg Avenue (Rowena) 


PAOPAIANAA 


HREVOLUIIVGNARKY fae te | 


IVGOUS -124 SIFECE PN, So2-000' 
/ 
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ision- fa 2be 


Opticians & Sunglass Specialists } te = (spe ha es elo 
10515-109 Street 423-3937 | pee | village Landing - 459-4944 


Unlock your new spring look. 


CuttingRoom 
rss 


Book your appointment now with the Cutting Room 
and let us find the key to looking great this spring 


ONS Sa AS 
URES 


SAIDIANA 


A NIGHT OF HOPE FOR AFRICA 
African Music - Silent Auction - West African Food 


Isokan Afrika Traditional West African percussion and dance 
Radiovacana 10 piece Afro-Cuban Jazz and West African Funk 


Saturday, June 24th ==... 


Doors: 7:00 pm ( \ 

The Starlite Room — 10030 102 St. . b 

Tickets $15 available at: AES ' 
Hands Across Africa 


r- : 
* the door Earth’s General Store es aaae Satistie Steroloem 


© wwwithesoundradio.com © or contact Quentin f 
Listen Records at kili4kids@yahoo.ca \ 

F VUERN 

Ticket Price includes Starlite Room membership ween! L 


All proceeds to go to three rehabilitation projects in Africa (please see web-site) 


www.handsacrossafrica.org 
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Haltertop by Collects; shorts by Dickies Gi; shoes by TK; 
knee-high socks by Loo Frm Ln raat ei oe ee 


WE NER ©  10322-Jasper Ave. 


s " (780) 422 - 2718 a 
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26 = \WwEWEEKLY MAY 25-31,2008 STYLE 


Shirt by Steady; bustier by Snobs; skirt by Paper Doll: shoes by T.U.K. (Rowena) 


CREDITS 


| Photos, concept, styling FRANCIS TETRAULT 
Location styling & assistant RENEE POIRIER 
Models  BREANNE & JENNI 
Agency MODE MODELS 
Hair & Makeup RENEE POIRIER 
TYREL ABBOTT 
(ICON HAIR ARCHITEXTURE) 


ENING SOON) - 
.G-ON.COM 


* . * 
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>, 


Thanks to Kelly @ Red Strap Market 


“1 don’t have to pay a % 
for this service : a = 


G@nymore?!” 438-463 6 


» whot oreo you want to seare 
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THEATRE 


How do I love the stage, 


How about 
a ditty for 
Smitty? 


Y 


MOH, MAY 29 
MAYOR'S EVENING 

FOR THE ARTS 

FEATURING PERFORMANCES BY ALICE MAJOR, 
TOMMY BANKS CHRISTOPHER CRADDOCK 
JAMES MURDOCH BAND, AL GILLILAND, 
SOULUAHFYAH, ALBERTA BALLET 

WINSPEAR CENTRE, $15 - $20 


PREVUE 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
fF never thought I'd be writing a 
] poem about hockey,” Alice 
+ Major says with a soft laugh. 
But, commissioned to write a poem 
for the second annual Mayor’s 
Evening for the Arts, what else 
could you possibly expect our city’s 
Poet Laureate to talk about this time 
of year? 

If hockey wasn’t on the mind 
before, thousands of car hors on a 
bi-nightly basis certainly have their 
way of persuading you. Besides that, 
though, it’s just the tiniest bit fitting 
that the whole “City of Champions” 
thing manages to spill itself over 
into a celebration of our arts scene. 

And Major certainly has a bead 
on our city by now. Originally from 
Toronto via Scotland, she settled 
here 25 years ago, looking to 
“scrape a little gold off the sidewalk 
and move on,” in her own words. 
Over the past quarter-century, she’s 
become one of Edmonton’s most 
celebrated poets, being named our 
first Poet Laureate last year, just in 
time for the mayor's first gala 

“Poetry was severely normal in 
my family, so I've always responded 
to it, but Edmonton has definitely 
changed my poetry,” Major explains, 
who admits she hasn’t had much 
time to write since she was first 
named to the position, but has 
dlvéady had the city in her soul for 
some time now. “I’ve really become 
aware of this place, its geography, 
its history. I've gone from writing 
very personal poetry to something 
that's public.” 

This makes it all the more fulfill- 
ing for Major to see the artistic 
community of Edmonton get feted 
with a high-profile gala. As she 
explains, though Edmonton has 
always supported its artists, an 
event like the Mayor’s Night brings 
a.unique kind of recognition. 

“I think we feel important,” she 
says with a laugh. “There’s a sense 
of recognition, that we're a factor in 
the city’s development, which is one 
of the first tirnes that’s ever hap- 
pened. I think that’s helped lift all of 
our spirits.” w 


let me Countess the ways 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
he standard turn of phrase to 
describe someone hopelessly 
addicted to a passion is to say 
it’s “in their blood.” 

Theatre isn’t in Ron Pederson’s 
blood; the man is built entirely from 
it, Teatro La Quindicina sinews 
wrapped around long-form improv 
bones, curtains draped around his 
body and a spotlight for a smile. 

Simply put, if he ever stopped act- 
ing on stage, it’s quite likely he 
would simply cease to be, blinked 
out of existence in hail of thick glass- 
es and tight shirts. 

“One day | just said it to my par- 
ents. I think | was playacting with 
some neighbourhood friends, and 
one of them said, ‘I’m an actor,’ and I 
thought, ‘I want to be one, too,” he 
explains of the origins of his addic- 
tion with a cockeyed grin. “I skipped 
school to go mop the stage of the 
Varscona—! would rather just be in 
the theatre. That's how it’s always 
been.” 

Which is probably why it would 
have taken gunfire to keep the ex- 
MadTVer from returning from his LA 
haunts early to once again step on 
stage with his Teatro brethren (despite 
spending the majority of the last few 
years in Southern California, he still 
uses “we” to talk about the troupe). 


PEDERSON WAS originally only slated 


to take part in Teatro’s revival of Eve- 
lyn Strange, coming this July, but 
phoned Stewart Lemoine early and 
asked for a part in the at-the-time 
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= | HEY, COUNTESS! 

coe | WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY STEWART LEMOINE 

2 | STARRING RON PEDERSON, JEFF HASLAM, 
DAVINA STEWART, JANA O'CONNOR 
VARSCOWA THEATRE, $16 -$18 


unwritten Hey, Countess’, billed 
only as an “impish new play for 
Spring.” 

“Part of the attraction was ‘Get me 
out!’—I was used to doing four or 
five plays a season before LA, so to 
go to one short run every summer 
was bad enough,” he says witha 
laugh. “But I'd do anything to do one 
of Stewart's plays. I certainly don’t 
need to be attracted or coerced back; 
I want to come here.” 

He picked a good one to come 
back, too. Hey, Countess! is pure 
Lemoine style, a gallivanting comedy 
that sees dissatisfied movie patron 
Nick (Jeff Haslam) convince associate 
theatre manager Sam (Pederson) to 
track down the source of some atro- 
cious dubbing in a foreign film, tak- 
ing him from a mini-mall to 
downtown New York, wit in tow. 

However, as excited as Pederson 
is to be working with Lemoine, who 
he credits as something of a mentor, 
it’s not hard to tell that the bigger 
draw for him is definitely the stage. 

As much as he appreciates the 
opportunities he’s had—he’s now a 
semi-regular on Craig Ferguson's 
Late Late Show, and he’s gotten a 
chance to meet some of his theatri- 
cal idols, from Steven Sondheim to 
Bernadette Peters and Tim Curry 


Yuks for bucks 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 
ragedy often spurs change for 
those who live through it, and 
the positives that can be 
gleaned from a tragic loss are no 
more apparent than in the case of 
Albert Blain. 

Blain was a hardworking bassist 
who played in the Edmonton music 
scene for almost three decades and 
whose life was cut short by a brain 
aneurysm in 2003. Shortly after his 
death, many people close to Blain set 
up the Albert Blain Performers Aid 
Society to pay for his funeral and to 
help performers who, because of 
accident, illness or death, cannot 
make a living from performing. 


SS | SUN, MAY 26 (8 Pu) 
co 
c 
— | ALBERT BLAIN PERFORMERS AID SOCIETY 
FEATURING TIM KOSLO, ANDREW GROSE, 


HOWIE MILLER, BILL COWEN, DAVE STAWNICHY 
BLUES ON WHYTE, $20 


“It's a lot of work, but such a wor- 
thy cause,” explains Tim Koslo, the 
society's president and founder. While 
Koslo may be the president of the 
organization, he refuses to take credit 
for the work the society has been able 
to do saying, “The people who make 
up the society are the hardest work- 
ing, most caring people I know.” 

This incredible work requires the 


{really, one of his idols, he wasn’t 
joking)—the theatre is clearly his 
natural habitat, and even the 
prospect of being on stage has him a 
little giddy. 

“Acting on television is just so, ‘Oh 
hi, how are you? Glad you made it,”” 
he says with a monotone, his expres- 
sion hardly changing. “The theatre is 
the actor's medium; it’s not up to the 
editor or anyone—at the end of the 
night, it’s you, and you get to sweep 


society to hold fundraisers in order to 
continue helping performing artists. 
This weekend’s Comedy Night at 
Blues on Whyte is an important event, 
Koslo says, not just because of the 
money raised but also because using 
stand-up comedy helps to raise 
awareness that the society aids more 
people than just musicians. 


“TTS CALLED THE performers Aid Soci- 


ety so that people realize we're helping 
everybody from jugglers and stand-up 
comics to magicians and actors if they 
need help,” Koslo explains. 

The ultimate goal of the society is 
corporate sponsorship, Koslo says, 
because fundraisers don’t provide 


up the audience, and you get swept up 
too. You’re in a room with everyone 
else, and that magic that comes out of 
being in a theatre—whether I'm in the 
audience or on the other side—and il’s 
the best way to tell a story, and there’s 
just no other feeling like that silence, 
or that epiphanous—that’s a word, 
Tight? Sure. That epiphanous moment 

“I’m an animal of the theatre,” he 
understates. “I like to shake the 
Toof.” Ww 


enough money to help out everyone 
in need. 

“If we can attract a corporation 0! 
several businesses willing to help 0! 
with funding,” he says, “We can help 
out more people over a larger area.” 

Until then, however, Koslo 1s 
focused on what should be a hila‘” 
ous night at the Commercial Hotel. 
The lineup of stand-up comedians 
includes some of Canada’s bes! 
comics, he says, some of whom have 
been featured on such well know? 
television shows as Just for Laughs 
and Comedy at Club 54. 

“It’s going to be an unbelievable 
show,” Koslo enthuses, “You'll prob- 7 
ably never see [this lineup] again.’ ¥ 
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THEATRE . 


yip penRY / david@vueweekly.com 

s poetry, Naomi Wallace's 
one Flea Spare is an 
uncommonly beautiful work; 
theatre, though, there's something 
sticeably lacking from her tale of 
, disparate Londoners quarantined 
plague-ridden London. 

Somewhere between her looping, 
yocative dialogue and swirling 
sloration of class and sex, theatri- 
| vitality is left out of the boarded- 
house the characters—the elderly 
puple Mr and Mrs Snelgrave (John 
right and Sandra Nicholls), inter- 
ping sailor Bunce (Darren Dolyns- 
, the neighbour's girl Morse 
arice Eckford) and guard/tormen- 
+ Kabe (Clinton Carew)—inhabit, 
wing a lot said without being terri- 
affecting, a lot of fury without 
ymorable sound. 

it's not for lack of a solid produc- 
», either. Andrea Boyd makes the 


/AN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 

or a lot of people, 25 is a good 
age to start settling down. You 
put away your backpack with 
ie maple leaf, you throw out all the 
itschy trinkets you brought home 
om your trip to India, you don’t 
enew your EuroRail pass for the 
mer, and you stop thinking about 
faipsing around the globe and start 
piking about getting a solid career 


International Children’s Festival 
itector Troy Funk, on the other hand, 
on’t ever stop thinking about traips- 
g around the globe, even if his festi- 
al is turning 25 this year. 
The festival will have acts from 
en different countries, from as far 
ay as Australia and Mongolia, 
unk explains. The Israeli and Mongo- 
performers are especially exciting 
D festival organizers because, he 
ys, “In the 25 years of the festival 
've never had artists from either of 
ose two countries.” 
De Dalos / Train Theatre from Israel 
ill pull out the puppets for Stumble 
To, a show that explores inventions 
© eyeglasses and hot-air balloons. 
Tumen Ekh from Mongolia, howev- 
» ate opting for a more traditonal 
Proach, bringing a collection of 
id dances and folk songs. 
While the inclusion of faraway cul- 
es will be a treat for the children and 
Sir parents in attendance, Funk is 
dick to mention that this year's festi- 
had to look no further than our own 
kyard to expand programming. 


IS YEAR'S FESTIVAL has also added 
outdoor workshops, everything 
°m Cree friendship bracelet cre- 


Hon and Métis weaving to juggling 
id. diablo. 
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= | ONE FLEA SPARE 

BY NAOMI WALLACE 

DIRECTED BY ANDREA BOYD 

STARRING JOHN WRIGHT, SANDRA NICHOLLS, 
CLARICEECFORD, DARREN OWNS 
CUNTON CAREW 

STUDIO THEATRE, $10-$20 


most of an extremely talented group 
of actors, the head of which is the 
progressively falling-apart Wright and 
Nicholls. 


WRIGHT BRINGS a measured arro- 


gance to his aristocratic asshole, 
sneering with contempt at the rabble 
(including his wife) that surrounds 
him, but also humanizing his con- 
tempt, making it understandable if not 
admirable. He also deserves credit for 
spending the better part of the second 
act slumped over a chair without 
moving. 


PREVUE 


enty-five’s the 
ew childhood 


MAL 30- JUN 
INTERNATIONAL 


CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL 
STALBERT (VARIOUS LOCATIONS §2 9 


The festival, which began at the 
Citadel and moved to St Albert 12 
years ago, is a great time for both kids 
and parents says Funk, partly because 
of the calibre and variety of the artists 
who participate. 

“There's always new and interest- 
ing things for people to do an see,” he 
says. “One of the things I think is 
great about the festival is that the 
[performances] aren’t dumbed down 
for kids. Kids are really receptive to 
being challenged.” 

Funk, who as a teenager volun- 
teered at the original Citadel-based 
festivals, has been delighted to see 
the way the festival has become an 
event enjoyed by different generations 
of families. 

“Over the years there has been 
quite a few people who talk about 
how they used to come down and 
now they're bringing their own chil- 
dren,” he says. “It’s great that the fes- 
tival is here 25 years later.” 

But don’t worry, it’s never going to 
grow up. W 


He's outshined by Nicholls, though, 
playing a badly scarred women whose 
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Tem - PRIDE AWARDS City Hall 


9pm - GREEN WITH ENVY DANCE PARTY 
New City Suburbs 10081 Jasper Avenue 


2pm > PRIDE PARADE 


108 Steet and Jasper Ave. to Churchill Square 
ERBA Business Fair, Beer Gardens, and entertainment 


7:30eu - EDMONTON VOCAL MINORITY/ WOMONSPACE 
CONCERT & DANCE Concert 7:30em and Dance at 9rm 


Canadian Hellenic Hall 10450-116 St. 


‘11am - MAYOR'S PRIDE LUNCH, Guest Speaker: Mayor Stephen 
Mandel. Norwood Legion (Ensign Room) 
11150-82 Street. Tickets $25. Call Pride Centre for tickets 
488-3234. Procaad’s to Edmonton's Camp Firefly. 


2pm - FIRST PRIDE CHALLENGE SOFTBALL GAME 
G/L Softball Team vs Edmonton Police Team, Location TBA 


5-Tem - CHIEF PIKE BOYD & THE EDMONTON POLICE SERVICE 


PRIDE WEEK RECEPTION City Hall 


8pm - ACTS OF PRIDE CABARET & SILENT AUCTION 


La Cite Francophone Theatre, 8627 9) St 


Spm - PRIDE POWER DANCE Citade! Theatre 


noon-2rm - THE BIG FRESH PRIDE PICNIC (free) 


12120 Jasper Ave. 


TIX ON THE SQUARE 420-1757 
PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 
EARTH'S GENERAL STORE 


weew prideedmonton org 
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been treated as little more than a fal- 
low field by her husband for 30 years. 
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one Flea Spare-d by wonderful performances 


We can see her withered body and her 
fear about it through her grandiose 
period dress, and the compassion in” 
her voice when dealing with the pre- 
cocious Morse is only matched by the 
unrestrained joy in her eyes during a 
liaison with Bunce 

The performances, though, still 
don’t make the play grip the audience 
any harder. Ultimately, Wallace’s 
script might be too intellectual for its 
own good—it's bound to get the 
wheels turning about the issues Wal- 
lace aims at (Mr Snelgrave’s lecture, 
on his shoes and Mrs Snelgrave feel- 
ing Bunce’s wound are two of the 
more subtlety clever vignettes on 
class and sex, respectively, in a play 
that abounds with them), but it seems 
to lose the gravitas of the actual 
events in its own ideas, uitimately 
sacrificing its emotional core for a 


smart structure that’s not entirely sat- 
isfying. v 


City Councillors: Michael Phair, Dave Thiele, Karea Leiborici. 
Unda Sloan, Jane Batty and Janice 
Alberta Federation of Labour, Bacardi Canade Inc. Mayor Stepben 
Mandel, CJSR FME3, The Roost, HIV West Yellowheed, Dr, Lorne 
Warneke. Boots, ImagaSwim, B&D Emporium. Buddys Nao Club. Daa 
MocLonnan (AUPE) and Womonspace. 
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SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 
ou know the drill. At the 


= beginning of a live perform- 


ance, a voice on a loudspeak- 
er tells you no flash photography is 
allowed, and that you must turn your 
cell phone off. 

But at Mile Zero Dance’s Improvo- 
cation this weekend (May 26 & 27) 
just the opposite will happen. 

“I'm asking people to turn on their 
cell phones, call up their friends, and 
even to take pictures,” says Gerry 
Morita, artistic director of Mile Zero 


“Dance. 


Using structured improv—meaning 
that there are rules to follow (and 
break)—Improvocation uses four 
dancers and eight musicians and 
weaves technology and music to cre- 
ate dance that is unpredictably fun. 

Alex Eddingon, a local composer 
who recently graduated with a Mas- 
ter’s degree from of U of A’s music 
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IMPROVOCATION 


BY MILE ZERO DANCE 
TIMMS CENTRE FOR THEARTS, $10-$13 


program, heads up the musical side of 
the show. Frequently creating music 
for dance, he's interested in the 
bleeps and whirrs produced by tech- 
nology, and using them as music. 

One of his influences is the late 
experimental composer John Cage, 
known for his work with improvisa- 
tional dance, music, technology and 
chance. Much of Cage’s work was 
based on improvisation with struc- 
tured random sounds, and Eddington 
plans to put some of Cage’s ideas to 
use during the performance. 

With onstage radios that are ran- 
domly tuned, Eddington will create a 
soundscape that will come at the 
dancers with different frequencies. 


ARTS 
WEEKLY 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


BEACH BOOGIE - KOMPANY! DANCE AND MUSICAL 
‘THEATRE L'UniThédtre, 8627-91 St (944-9115/420-1757) & 
Dancing to summer beach music, directed and choreo- 
graphed by Darold Roles and Ron Schuster * May 25-28, 
June 1-4, Thu-Sat (8pm), Sun (2pm) © $20 {adult}/$14 (stu- 
dent/senior) at TIX on the Square 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
2854) © Open: Tue-Sat 10am-Spm © Teresa Cullen and 
Barrie Szekely * Until June 2 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St (488- 
6511) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) « 
GATHERING GLASS: A survey exhibition focused on the 
development of Alberta's hat glass scene; until July 8 © 
Discovery Gallery: GOING GREEN: Exploring 
Environmentally Concious Aspect of Fine Craft * Until June 3 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
(422-6223) © Open Tue-Fri 10;30am-5Spm; Thu evenings 
until Bpm; Sat-Sun 11am-5pm * SUNRISE ON THE 
SAUGENAY: Watercolour and oil paintings by Lucius 
O'Brien, and documentation relating to O'Brien's painting 
Sunrise in the Saugenay of 1880; until May 28 © 
PAINTING A NEW COUNTRY: THE LANDSCAPE OF POST- 
DOMINION CANADA: Artworks by William Atkinson, 
Cornelius Kriegho!, Frederick Verner and others; until 
May 28 « MIRROR MIRROR: Artworks that explore the 
historical fascination with the human face and the ways 
it has been represented and challenges us to consider 
what we see when we study ourselves in the mirror, 
until May 28 © NEW ACQUISITIONS: Artworks by con- 
temporary artists from across Canada as well as works 
donated by local collectors; until May 28 & 
CROWDS/CONVERSATIONS/CONFESSIONS: Artworks by 
Max Dean, Kristan Horton, Atom Egoyan, Laiwan, George 
Bures Miller, Don Ritter, and David Rosetzky; until June 
11 * UNCERTAINTY MARKERS AND COMMOTION 
MACHINES: \nstallation by Jean-Pierre Gauthier; until 
June 11 © Gallery Tours: Every Sat and Sunday after- 
noon * Artist Lecture: Kerth Harder; Thu, May 25 (7pm) 
© Kitchen Gallery: SPARE Printworks by Steven Dixon; 
until June 11 © Children’s Gallery: ALPHABET SOUP. 
incorporating illustrations by Lorna Bennet: through 2006 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453-1555) ¢ 
Landscapes by Quebec artist Serge Gosselin, new paint- 
ings by Chris Bowman, Brian Zheng and Oksana Zhelisko 
* Through May 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10217 106 St, 3rd Fi (439- 
9532/429-2024) © Open: Thu 5-8pm, Sat 2-Bpm © 
RESONANCE AND REVEABERATIONS: Paintings by 
Jennifer Berkenbosch and Nicole Galellis * HALLWAYS 
ON MY MIND: New artworks by ArtsHab residents includ- 
ing Greg Swain, Jeff Collins, Tim Rechner, Gabriela 
Rosende, Pieter de Vos, Roger Garcia, Harold Pierce, Lynn 
Malin, Arlene Wasylynchuk, Tony Baker, Aaron Pederson 
and Eugene Uhuad © Until July S 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482-1204) * 
SPRING GALLERY WALK: Featuring artworks by Norval 
Morrisseau, Jane Ash Poitras, George Littlechild, Joane 
Cardinal-Schubert and new works by LauraLee Hams 


CAELIN ARTWORKS 4728-50 Ave, Wetaskiwin (780-352- 
3519.1-B88-352-3519) « Open: Mon-Fri: 9:30am-5:30pm; 
Sat noon-4pm * Artworks by Leon Strembitsky, Colleen 
McGinnis, Donna Brunner, Rosalind Grant, Judy Hauge 


CAFE MOSAICS 10844-82 Ave © SKIN: Artworks by 
Tim Rechner © Until June 1 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA 9103-95 
Ave. (461-3427) * TANGENT; Artworks by Nadia 
Bertrand, Pauline Ulliac, Monika Dery, Roland Soucy and 
Rénald Lavoie; until May 31 ¢ /NSPIRATION: Paintings 
by Carmon Mulligan, Patricia Trudeau, Janine Anselmo 
and drawings and mixed media artworks by Ingnd 
Martel; June 2-14 


CENTRE GALLERY Allen Gray Continuing Care Centre, 
5005-28 Ave (426-5009) * OUTSIDE THE LINES: Recent 
artworks by painter/poet Laurie McFayden; also including 
artworks by the Allen Gray's “Group of Eight,” residents 
who have painted together once a month since Feb. 2005 
© Until May 31 


COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART 102, 6421-112 Ave 
(491-0002) © Open; Wed-Fri 12-5:30pm; Sat 10am- 
5:30pm; Sun 12-4pm * SPRING SHOW: Artworks by Barb 
Mandel, Brad Burns, Heather Millar, Tim Rechner * Until 
June 30 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 
Stony Plain Rd (482-1402) * Open: Tue by appointment 
only, Wed-Fri 10am-5:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm, closed long 
weekends * COLLECTION 2006: New artworks by various 
artists 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI, University 
Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-0166) * Open: Mon- 
Fri 8am-4pm * UNMATCHED, MIXED AND UNFRAMED: 
Until May 31 © Artworks by Edmonton Life Long 
Learners (ELLA); until May 30 © WOMEN'S WORKS: 
Works by women artists in conjunction with Women's 
Words: Summer Writing Week * June 2-30 


FAB GALLERY Aim 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 St, 89 Ave 
(492-2081) © Open: Tue-Fri 10am-5Spm, Sat 2-Spm ¢ 
FAST FORWARD 2006: Artworks by first year master of 
fine arts students * AHINO; A hands-on training module 
for rhinoplasty procedures by Ghassan Zabaneh * OBSO- 
LESCENCE OF DESIRE; Managing product durability- 
implications for sustainable design methodology by Kerry 
Harmer * May 30-June 17 * Opening reception: Thu, 
June 1 (7-10pm) 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) « TELL 
ME ABOUT YOUR COMFORTING TREE: Watercolours by 
Holly Newman; until May 30 ¢ Artworks by Todd 
Safronovich; through June 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) © 
Paintings and drawings by Raymond Thériault * June 2- 
14 © Opening reception: Sat, June 3 (2-4pm) 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm * Main Space: GOD 
AND COUNTRY: Large-scale “history” paintings by Matt 
Bahen and Scott Sawtell; May 25-June 17; opening 
reception: May 25 (7-10pm), artists will be in attendance 
© Fromt Room: TAKING LIBERTIES; Artworks decon- 
structing and re-interpreting the Statue of Liberty by Kim 
Bruce, Elizabeth Clark, Cecelia Gossen, Isabelle Hunt- 
Johnsen, Celia Meade and Louise Williamson; May 25- 
June 17; opening reception: May 25 {7-10pm), artists will 
be in attendance 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) « SPRING COLLECTION: Fabric 
artists, potters and woodworkers artworks based on the 
strawberry; until May 31 © MASTERS OF WATER- 
COLOUR: Paintings by Joyce Bjere and Roma Newcombe; 
June 5-29; opening reception: Wed, June 7 (6:30- 
8:30pm), Sat, June 10 (10am-4pm) 


30 =wWwEeWEEKIY ~—- MAY 25-31, 2006 


MuUSICIlans 


look for some Imp 


They will, in turn, respond to the 
music and sounds. 

“It could be static or anything,” 
Eddington explains. “We're letting 
whatever happens happen.” 


WITH THIS ANYTHING-GOES spirit, 
Shane Krepakevich, one of the other 
musicians, is planning on trying his 
hand at choreography—using a 
walkie-talkie. 


JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) © 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 10am-5pm ¢ Artworks by 
Wendy Risdale, Dave Ripley, Isabel Levesque and others 
* Through May 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-90 St (479-8424) 
© Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * 
Artworks by Eva Nagy Masonyi, Enore Forestal, Andrew 
Reilman, etchings by Thelma Manary and wood carvings 
by Adi © Through May 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) « 
CRYSTALLINE CREATIONS: Artwork by Rod and Denyse 
Simair © Until June 10 © Opening reception: Tue, May 30 
(5-8pm), artists in attendance ® Artists’ talk: May 30 (7pm) 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St. 2nd Fi (423-5353) * Open 
Tue-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 12-5pm * VISUALEYEZ FESTIVAL: 
Based upon a theme of domesticity, curated by Todd Janes, 
animated by Margaret Dragu ® Until May 29 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407- 
7152) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * A 
THOUSAND WORDS; Photographs by medical photogra- 
phers Pat Marston and Stephen Wreakes in celebration on 
the U of A Hospital's 100th anniversary * Until June 11 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (953-2777) * Open Mon- 
Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * THE ART OF YOUTH 
‘06: Artworks by students of Memorial Composite High 
School; May 25-June 18 © Dining Room Gallery: 
Paintings by Mary Paranych; until June 1 


MILLWOODS TOWNE CENTRE 66 St, 23 Ave * 
Artworks by student of the Artistic Statement School of 
Art * Until May 28 


MILNER GALLERY Stanley Milner Library, Main Fl, Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq {496-7039) * Open Mon-Fri Sam- 
Spm; Sat Sam-6pm; Sun 1-5pm * ART START: Artworks by 
children 7-12 yrs old; until May 25 « THE PERFECT 
COMPANION: Acrylic paintings celebrating the lowly dan- 
delion, by Kathleen Newman; May 27-June 17 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street (459- 
1528) © Open: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm; Sun 1-4pm © VOIC- 
ES OF THE TOWN/VOIX DE VILLE: The story of Vuadeville 
through the lens of Peterbourough’s Roy Studio * Until 
July 23 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-954 St « BECHA 
KPACHA-VESNA KRASNA: A Celebration of Ukrainian 
Art; until June 4 * Chester and Luba Kue’s embroidered 
Petit poit pictures on Ukrainian themes, alang with 
kylymy (hobeiln tapestries) by celebrated Ukrainian artist 
Mykhailo Bilas; until June 1 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open Mon-Fri 10am- 
2:30pm, Tue 6:30-8:30pm, Thu 6-8pm « COME WHAT 
MAY AGAIN: New artworks by Nina Haggerty Centre 
Artists; until May 26 © CELEBRATION OF ABILITIES III: 
AABIS (Alberta Artists with Brain Injury Society); June 1- 
20; opening reception: June 2 (4-8pm) 


PICTURE THES 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park (467-3038) © 
Artworks by various artists * Through May 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St. 
Albert (460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu 
{10am-8pm) © HIGH ENERGY Xi: Artworks by High 
Schoo! students; until June 4 Energize: ArtVentures; 
May 27 {1-4pm), for children 6-12 yrs 


RED STRAP ART MARKET 10305-97 St * Open: Tue- 
Sun 11am-5pm * CARNIVAL OF SHRIEKING YOUTH ART 
SHOW: Group show of visual art; part of Carnival of 
Shrieking Youth * Until May 31 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km W of 
Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13 (780-361-1351/1-800-661-4726) « 
Open: Tue-Sun 10am-5pm © LIFE AND TIMES OF THE 
MOTORCYCLE: Until Sept. 17, 2006 * $9 (adult)/$7 
{youth)/$5 (child)/free (child six and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, www.roy- 
alalbertamuseum.ca * Photographic Arts Society of 
Alberta Exhibition ® Until May 28 


Two dancers, each with their own 
“choreographer” who has a walkie- 
talkie, will attempt to co-ordinate 
their movements as if they were 
dancing a duet together. But they’ll 
actually be in different spaces and 
can't see each other. 

“One dancer will be in the studio 
theatre, and the other will be in a dif- 
ferent part of the building,” Eddington 
says. “And someone will describe what 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) © Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-5pm * Group show, artworks by Tom Willock, 
Robert Sinclair, Arlene Wasylynchuk, Lynn Malin, Jim 
Stokes, Lori Lukasewich, Cynthia Gardiner, and others; until 
June 2 © Artworks by gallery artists Tom Wilock, Robert 
Sinclair, Arlene Wasylynchuk, Lynn Malin, Jim Stokes, Lori 
Lukasewich and others * Until June 2 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue- 
Sat 12-5pm * 10 STEPS; Featuring drawino/printmaking 
artworks by Romanian print artist Florin Hategan; until 
May 25 © New contemporary prints by internationally 
exhibited Quebec artist Georgia Volpe, June 1-July 15; 
reception: June 29 (7-9pm) 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert 
(450-5990) © Open: Wed-Fri 10am-Gpm; Thu 12-Bpm; Sat 
10am-5pm ¢ BLOOMIN’ COLOUR: Artworks by Bruce 
Allen, Carla Beerens, Douglas Fraser, Susanne Loutas, 
Monk, and others * Until May 27 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) © 1ST 
ANNIVERSARY SHOW- Featuring artworks by Alan 
Boileau, Patricia Shiplett, Miranda Jones, Craig 
Campbell, Daryl Richardson, Colin Comeau, and others 


VANDERLEEMIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452-0286) © 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * SPRING FEVER: Artworks 
by Bobbie Burgers * May 25-June 21 


LITERARY 


AUDREY'S BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) © 
Reading by Beverly Lein, from her new book An Elk in the 
House * Mon, May 29 (7:30pm) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (459-8755) * Story 
Slam: 3rd Wed ea month, sign-up 7-8pm ® $5 (donation) 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poetry. 
and performance art open stage hosted by the Naked 
Eclectic Electnic Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY Centre for Reading and 
the Arts, Sir Winston Churchill Sq 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Education South Bldg, Rm 
122 (433-7704) * Canadian Authors Association Writers 
Circle: with Margaret Macpherson (7pm); Margaret 
Macpherson speaks about Cross Dressing Your Genres 
(8pm) © Fri, May 26 (7pm) © Free (member/first-time 
guest}/$10 (non-member) 


UPPER CRUST 10909-86 Ave (433-2932) * A 
Storytelling Café; Featuring Marie Anne McLean, Laura 
O'Connor, Stephanie Benger, and Anne Glover ¢ Thu, 
June 1 (7-9pm) * $5 


VOLUME If BOOKS 12433-102 Ave (488-2665) * Book 
launch, reading, and signing of Gail Sidonie Sobat's novel 
The Book of Mary ® Fri, May 26 (7:30pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave (455-3900/447-3826) 
* Andrew Grose, Howie Millar, Tim Koslo, Bill Cowen and 
Dave Stawnichy followed by music with Cold Feet and Jim 
Guiboche and friends ® Sun, May 28 * $20/$30 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 
4999) © Thu 8:30pm, Fri 8:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm & 
Dale Downing * May 25-27 


THE COMIC STRIP 1546 Bourbon St. WEM, 8882-170 
St (483-5999) © Open: nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall 
(481-9857) * Open: Wed-Fri 8pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, 
Sun 8pm * Every Wed: Pro Am Comedy Jam * Pro AM 
Comedy Jam: Wed, followed by Paul Sveen; $5 * Sun: 
Industry Night * Damonde Tschritter, Wafik Nasralla, 
Cris Nannarone; until May 28 
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they're doing over the walkie-ta)j;.. 
Each dancer will respond acco; 
to the description she hears about 
other's moves. If you can imagin 
say, trying to follow a yoga instry 
tor’s verbal directions without Watd 
ing the actual pose, you likely hay, 
good idea of the dancers wij 
through. Who knows what t 
dancers will come up with? 
Unpredictability, however, ;,, 
key to improvisation. “In fact, it 
depends on how well the technolo 
works in the space,” Eddington sq 
“We'll just take it as it comes.” 
With eight musicians, includin 
singer, there will be no Shortage 
musical improvisation for the danc 
to respond to—a series of struciuy, 
improvisations are planned for \oj 
piano, trombone, oboe and hom 
But whatever happens, rememp 
to bring your cell phone and came 
Turn on, tune in and have fun. w 


THEATRE 


CARNIVAL OF SHRIEKING YOUTH THEATRICAL 
EXTRAVAGANZA PCL Theatre, Trans-Alta 
10330-84 Ave, theatresqured.com (499-1 
Play Festival until May 28 * Because by Emily Holt M4 
26 (Spm), May 27 (7:45pm) * Bus Fare by Tamar 
Raynor-Coté; May 27 (5pm) * Mexico Cracker by Jaca, 
Magee: May 25 (9pm), May 27 (8:45pm) © Quinn's Ou: 
by Linsday Goodwin; May 27 (7pm) © SHRIEK This ty 
Martin Villote and cast; May 25. 28 (7pm) © The six 
Fisherman by Martin Villote; May 28 (5pm) & 
Colleen Maclsaac; May 26 (7pm) * What a 0 
Day Makes by Leah Anderson, May 26 (8pm) 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-33 
* Comedy improv every Sat 11pm (exceptast Satyy 
of the month) 


COMEDY NIGHT IN CANADA Jubilations 
Theatre, 8882-170 St (484-2424) * A variety 
‘70s style show with fast paced comedy ske 
music * Until June 4 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave (433-33 
© Directed by Dana Andersen, intrique, passion and 
shennanigans abound in Edmonton's live improvised a 
opera ® Every Mon (8pm) until May 29 © $10 (doar) 


THE DISCO BALL Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 10610-100 Ay 
(420-1757) © Presented by SWAK Productions » May 
June 3 © $15 at TIX on the Square 


FOOTLOOSE Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave * Ahiah 
energy, rockin’ musical * Until June 25 


HEY, COUNTESS (AN IMPISH PLAY FOR SPRING) 
Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (420-1757) » Teal 
Quindicina presents a new play by Stewart Lemoine fe 
turing Leona Brausen, Jeff Haslam, Ron Pederson, and 
Davina Stewart * May 25-June 11, Tue-Sat 8pm; Sat 
2pm ® $18 (adult)/$15 (student/senior) at TIX on the 
Square; Sat matinee Pay-What-YOu-Can; first Fri Two: 
For-One; $10 (Tue) 


NEXTFEST Theatre Network, 10708-124 St (453-240| 
® Featuring the work of over 400 hot, talented yound 
artists, from Edmonton and beyond. Showcasing 

works of dance, theatre, music, visual art, film and og 
© June 1-11 


OH SUSANNAI Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (434 
3399) © The Euro-style variety spectacle. Laughs, ms 
and more, guided by international glamor-gal na 
Patchouli and her special quest co-host Eros, 900 0 
© Sat, June 3(11pm) © $10/$7 (with Die-Nasty 2 
ship card) at Varscona box office (10:30pm) 


ONE FLEA SPARE Timms Centre for the Arts, 87 4\ 
112 St (492-2273/420-1757) © By Naomi Wallace. 
directed by Andrea Boyd, starring Sandra Nicholls, Joh 
Wright, Clarice Eckford, Darren Dolynski and Clinton 
Carew. Presented by Studio Theatre. Set in 1668. 0 a 
ravaged London, the Snelgraves, an upper class coup 
are to be released from a quarantine period, but ae 
imprisoned in their own home once again when Be 
uninvited visitors break into their lives * Until May 
(8pm), May 25 (12:30pm) « $8-820 at TIX on the Squat 


PETER PAN Citadel Shocter Theatre, 8928-1014 Mi 
(425-1820) © By J.M, Barrie, new version by Tom WW 
directed by Bob Baker. Set in Wester Canada in 
the Darling family, a casualty of the Depressio”. Me 
the fear of having to send Wendy, the eldest. (0 ee 
Peter Pan visits and tells of a faraway land wher® - 

never have to grow up and everything will be vr i 
and the Darling children are off on an adventure ir 
changes them forever © Until June 4, held over J" 
11 (8pm), June 10-11 (2om and 8pm; no show 8 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10929-83 nel 
(448-0695) © Rapid Fire Theatre weekly insane '"? 
show every Friday at 1ipm * $10 
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DJ following Franco's 
e's Spirit of the Bee- THS ROCKS 


et in a Castilian village in the 
years immediately 
ory and the end of the wa) 
pnish Civil War, Victor 
(1973) evokes a landscape in 
ich inhabitants appear to have 


her depth of dreaming. Like Ana (Ana 
ent), the remarkable, dark-eyed, 
-year-old girl at the film’s centre, 
re able to explore this landscape, 
ile the political tumult that has 
d itis never mentioned directly. 
ather than being merely oblique, 
e shaped his debut film so as to be 
ned to Ana’s way of seeing, while 
impressions left in the wake of 
nt events—events that exhaust 
a's limited understanding of the 
id—still exist to be read peripher- 
by the rest of us. 

hile phasing in and out of Ana’s 
eption, using both time-lapse dis- 
ives and the overlapping of discor- 
nt sounds, both thoughts and 
ages to unify the various elements 
a general spectral atmosphere, 
te exhibits a singular sensitivity to 
biective experience, emphatically 
ing value on individual interpreta- 
without being precious about it. 
Potent symbols abound, but their 
ificance always remains just out 
each, except for rare moments 


THE MOVIEGOER 


mnoviegoer @vueweekly.com 


Writing this instalment of “The Movie- 
r from a Starbucks in sunny Key 
St, Florida. | moved here from Edmon- 
4 full week ago today, but | still feel a 
® bit like I'm living in limbo; my furni- 
has yet to be shipped down, so my 
he is bare, and my official visa card 
i hasn't arrived in the mail, which 
ns | can’t get a Social Security num- 
Which means | can’t get my phone 
60 up, order cable TV or arrange for 
Ww employer to deposit my pay- 
ques into my bank account. Plus, the 
Who served me my coffee just now 
“nusually surly (perhaps she resents 
ng the job with perhaps the lowest 
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3eehive buzzes with childlike spirit 
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SPIRIT OF THE BEEHIVE 
DVRECTED BY VICTOR ERE 

WRITTEN BY ERICE ANGEL FERNANDEZ SANTOS, 
FRANCISCO J QUEREJTA 

STARRING ANA TORRENT SABELTELERIA 
FERNANDO FERNAN GOMEZ 

METRO CINEMA, 


such the one in which Ana is asked to 
place eyes on a two-dimensional fig- 
ure in front of her class at school. 


BY THIS POINT in spirit of the Beehive, 


Ana and her older sister Isabel (Isabel 
Tellerfa) have shared the experience 
that, over a short period, will radically 
alter Ana's relationship to what is 
seen and not seen. 

A truck arrives in their town with a 
dubbed version of Frankenstein and 
Ana, overwhelmed by the story of the 
monster and the girl he inadvertently 
kills, leaves the screening with impor- 
tant questions she can’t answer alone. 

Before they sleep that same night, 
Isabel tries to explain the film to her 
sister in a way that blurs her own 
ideas of reality and fiction. She tells 
Ana that the monster is not really 
dead because movies are fake; how- 
ever, the monster himself is real and, 
if he knows you, you can call out to 
him at night and he will visit. 

Rather than demystifying the film, 
Isabel’s complex reading makes the 
mystery of the artificial man more real 
for Ana, and soon Ana’s own tactile 


CLASSIC 


tip haul on the island), and | just realized, 
upon taking my first bite, that she’s given 
me the wrong muffin. Cranberries? Damn, 
I hate cranberries! 

But even though Key West is a geo- 
graphically isolated town with a tiny local 
population of about 25 000 people, | think 
| should be able to keep up as steady a 
stream of up-to-date, cutting-edge film 
commentary as | did in Edmonton, thanks 
in no small part to an exceptional local 
arthouse theatre called the Tropic Cinema. 

Here’s how much of a film nerd | am: 
when | first came to Key West back in 
November for my job interview, the exis- 
tence of the Tropic played a major role in 
convincing me that | could actually live 
here and be happy. Sure, the weather is 
almost monotonously gorgeous; sure, the 
local architecture is quirky and scenic; 
sure, the place is filled with amazing 
seafood and Cuban restaurants; sure, | 


experience, particularly the things she 
witnesses at an abandoned farm near 
the train tracks, will confirm her sis- 
ter’s testimony. 

Adults move through Ana’s world 
either mutely or speaking in riddles. 
They have withdrawn from the world 
to preoccupy themselves with, in the 
case of Ana’s father, beekeeping and 
nocturnal writing, or in that of her 
mother, writing to an unidentified 
other who she knows may never 


can walk down to Smathers Beach and 
swim in the ocean anytime | want—but if 
| can't go see Caché on the big screen, 
then | don’t want any part of it! 


JHE TROPIC IS tocated on Eaton Street, 
one of several sort of truncated Key West 
versions of the old, arty Whyte Avenue 
branching off from the island's tourist- 
clogged main drag, Duval Street. The the- 
atre is easy to spot thanks to its lovely 
pink-and-yellow art deco marquee and the 
cluster of theatre members who typically 
gather in the street before and after the 
screenings to talk over what they've just 
seen, or what they plan on seeing next. 
The Tropic’s lineup of films resembles that 
of the Princess more than the Metro’s— 
they're currently screening Art Schoo! 
Confidential, The Notorious Bettie Page 
and Thank You for Smoking—but there's a 
feeling of community at the Tropic that 
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actually receive her letters 

Ana’s mother’s writing could per- 
haps be interpreted as a model for 
Ana’s own private missives: both 
enact a kind of prayer, sending out 
messages in spite of the hopeless 
ambiguity surrounding delivery. 

Spirit of the Beehive is a strangely 
textured, hauntingly beautiful and 
seductively slippery film of seemingly 
always fading autumnal light, mir- 
rored images and enveloping enigma. 


hasn't existed at the Princess in years. 
When |! attended the Tropic for the first 
time—I! went to see Good Night, and 
Good Luck, a film which the resourceful 
Tropic programmers had snagged a full 
three weeks before it premiered in 
Edmonton—the Tropic’s manager, 
Michael Shields, came out in front of the 
screen and gave the film a brief introduc- 
tion. The same thing happened a couple 
of days later when | went to see 2046. It 
was a small gesture, but it created the 
unmistakable feeling that these films had 
been handpicked by a guy who was gen- 
uinely proud and excited to be sharing 
them with a local audience. Just last 
week, the Tropic leamed that New Yorker 
film critic David Denby happened to be in 
town, and with typical entrepreneurial 
spirit, they persuaded him to give a short 
lecture about the future of the movie 
business. They served free champagne. 


Not unlike The Curse of the Cat People, 
its insight into child psychology 
through the examination of traumas 
that adult eyes never fall upon bridges 
the magical thinking of early child- 
hood and the melancholy observation 
of movies that look to the past for 
knowledge of the present 

It's somehow a fairy tale, a tone 
poem and a political allegory all at 
once. In short, its unforgettable, and 
not to be missed. v 


t-house cinemas still make moviegoing a rewarding experience 


Denby’s prognosis for the Hollywood 
studios was pretty grim, but he pointed to 
places like Tropic as a sign that grass- _ 
roots North Americar moviegoing culture 
is still alive and well. | don’t think he was 
just buttering up the locals, either. Ata 
time when dragging yourself to the mall 
to watch a poorly projected print of The 
Da Vinci Code seems like an increasingly 
unappealing entertainment option, the 
Tropic actually makes the act of going out 
to see a movie a culturally rewarding 
experience. 

And even though Michael Shields was 
fired from his job last month in one of 
those bitter outbreaks of small-town in- 
fighting that are incomprehensible to out- » 
siders, the Tropic will undoubtedly 
survive. | know I'll keep going there. The 
movies are good, the theatre is air-condi- 
tioned and the concession counter even 
serves Canadian beer. w 
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FOLK MUSIC OF VARIOUS GENRES 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD WITH 
A HEAVY EMPHASIS ON MUSIC 
CATEGORIZED AS “AMERICAN” 
FOLK MUSIC: BLUEGRASS, JAZZ, 
BLUES, ALTERNATIVE COUNTRY, 
GOSPEL, CAJUN, ZYDECO. 


CISK WANTS YOU 
TO KNOW ABOUT 


ALL AGES 
GIGCUIDE 


PLAYING TWICE DAILY 
STARTING ON MAY 30TH 


A FORUM SHOWCASING 
ALL AGES EVENTS IN THE 
EDMONTON AREA. 


SEND YOUR ALL AGES 
GIG INFORMATION T0 
ALLAGES @CUSR.COM 


LISTENER-SUPPORTED, CAMPUS-BASED 


COMMUNITY RADIO 
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Chiéchen conflict makes for 3 
Rooms with a Meloncholia view 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 


he title is etched in a bright 
| blue, slightly ornate 
font against the 
black screen. Then the film 

slowly seeps in. A brood- 
ing, doleful mixture of aria THIS ROCKS 
and poetry, 3 Rooms of Melancholia 
is an unforgettable tour of the ongoing 
war in Chechnya. 

Room 1, “Longing,” opens among 
the bunks of ten- and eleven-year-old 
orphans waking up before sunrise. 
They are military cadets in the Kron- 
stadt Academy, on a fortress island by 
St Petersburg. Even amid stern rou- 
tines and lessons—morning uniform 
inspection, learning to march and 
salute—these youthful faces often 
seem ready to break out into boyish- 
ness. Two students jostle each other 
slyly, as they sing a song in class; 
roommates have snowball fights or 
wrestle each other before bedtime 

The boys watch gun and judo 
demonstrations with wary fascina- 
tion. The narrator tells us of the back- 
ground of a few—Misha, 10, was 
taken from his parents by his grandfa- 
ther and sent to the academy; Popov, 
11, lived on the streets after his alco- 
holic mother died—and these little 
men, praying in church in their fur 
hats and gold-buttoned coats, seem 
more and more like lost soldiers. Tol- 
machev, 12, a Russian from Chechnya 
whose mother is serving in the Russ- 
ian army there, visits his grandmother 
while on leave. There, he feeds her 
some bread. The old woman, looking 
at her grandson, simply notes, “I just 
don’t long anymore.” 


ROOM 2, “Breathing,” opens in the 
place where Tolmachev and his com- 
rades may join his mother one day. 
Director Honkasalo shoots Grozny, the 
capital of Chechnya, in black-and- 


Phoenix doesn’t make X-Men: The Last Stand 


DARREN ZENKO / darren@vueweekly.com 
here’s a moment in the third 
and latest X-Men 


movie that’s so ® 


huge, so super-cool, so 
super-heroic (well, super- 
villainous, anyway) it came THES SUCKS 
close to selling me on the film. 

After a whole lot of human-scale 
special-effects and a handful of 
cutesy little power stunts, here was 
real blockbustering, here was some- 
thing that took X-Men: The Last 
Stand into epic territory. 

But just when you're sitting there 
going, “yeah! finally!” the moment is 
tanked by the lamest joke in the 
script, a weak, out-of-character pun- 
ning one-liner that wrecks everything 


the preceding minutes had built. 
1 won’t spoil things by quoting 
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white, It’s a wasteland nearly bled of all 
colour and life already. Blackened trees 
rise above heaps of rubble; apartment 
blocks are pockmarked by bullet holes. 
We watch as Hadizhat, a woman who 
gives Grozny children safe haven, 
enters an apartment where three chil- 
dren linger by their sick mother. The 
parting scene is a heart-stabbing, sor- 
rowful moment beyond imagination. 
Afterwards, the camera returns to the 
room where Luisa is slowly dying. A 
piece of bread and a half-empty bottle 
of water sit on a stool. 

Room 3, “Remembering,” opens in 
the neighbouring Muslim republic of 
Ingushetia, where Hadizhat and her 
many young charges live. The narra- 
tor tells us of Adam, 12 (father was 
murdered in the First Chechen War; 
mother, driven half-mad from the 
bombings, tried to push him from 
their ninth-floor balcony), and Aslan, 
11 (sexually abused by Russian sol- 
diers; found in a cardboard box on a 
cold night). The pair attend the sacri- 
fice of a sheep and prayers at the 
makeshift local mosque. The eyes of 
these boys seem dimmer than those 
of the cadets, their faces more weath- 
ered by life. As they look out at the 
landscape, they can hear shots and 
explosions from Chechnya. 

The film is set to a haunting classi- 
cal score, and its structure is exquisite- 
ly wrought. In both the first and third 
parts, groups of boys who are slowly 
setting their minds against each other 
watch quietly as the TV broadcasts 
news of the Moscow theatre hostage- 
taking (in October 2002) by Chechen 
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X-MEN: THE LAST STAND 
DIRECTED BY BRETT RATHER 

WRITEN BY SIMON KINBERG & ZAK PEN 
STARRING PATRICK STEWART, HUGH JACKANL 
HALLE BERRY JAN MCKELLER, KELSEY GRAMME 


specifics—you'll know it when you 
hear it—but that’s the whole movie in 
a nutshell: promise and potential, 
betrayed by disinterested direction 
and tin-ear writing. It’s like some kind 
of lifeless directing machine, devoid 
of artistic personality and instinct, 
was handed the reins and ... oh, right, 
right; Brett Ratner (Rush Hour 2). Mys- 
tery solved. 

It’s not only the scene-by-scene 
and act-by-act possibilities that Rat- 
ner blows with his bland, trudging 


separatists. The old, spacious rooms of 
the academy and the grand stone inte- 
rior of a St Petersburg church stand in 
sharp contrast to the blasted facades of 
Grozny apartments. A grime-flecked 
rear window half-reveals the road 
back to the home that Luisa’s children 
must leave, while a passing train, far 
off in the distance, carries the film to 
its ambivalent, aching conclusion in 
the glow of dawn. 


style, but the possibilities of an entire 
X-Men continuity, a storyline Bryan 
Singer had developed over the course 
of the first two films into a a com- 
pelling legend that preserved the soul 
of the most popular comic book in the 
Western world. X-Men and X2 weren't 
just good genre adaptations; they 
were top-notch action-adventure 
entertainment in their own right, 
entertainment a drone like Ratner can 
only mimic—clumsily. 

Singer left the X-movie storyline 
poised for greatness, with the immi- 
nent nativity of the Phoenix—the 
hyper-powerful reincarnation of 
telepath/telekinetic Jean Grey (Famke 
Janssen). Only longtime fanboys and 
fangirls know how cool this could 
have been, and only they will feel the 
full sting of disappointment; every- 


3 Rooms of Melancholia—steeped i 
the pain and sadness of war-torm chif 
dren who have seen so many liveg 
come and go around them—forces us 
too, to bear witness, if only for a hun 
dred minutes. 

It seems the least we can do, sinc 
so many have already turned a bling 
eye to a shameful, brutal war thal 
since the early '90s, has snuffed ou 
tens of thousands of Luisas. v 


body else will feel only a kind of hol 
low confusion as this supreme belli 
makes the scene and then just kind 
vaguely haunts, spending all her non: 
homicidal screentime just sor! oj 
gawking in the background. Ratne 
and writers Simon Kinberg and 2aN 
Penn just didn’t have the clues of t 
courage to write and realize a deatli 
goddess, i” 
If you can stand a little spoiling. *} 
show you what I mean. Purists, eyes 
closed. OK, so ... we're at the climay 
of the movie—the climax of the ent 
serial—the eponymous Last Sta" 
Magneto and his shitty scraggle-84"8 
of tribal-tattoo mall-goth superPu" 
are rushing a facility guarded 
born-to-die human soldiers and 4 5! 
strong X-Men team. It’s a big ol 
super-fight, the kind of baltle royal 
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you Know the bogeyman, 


ho watches you from the lane? 


ARAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
aking good on one of the 


enigmatic trig- 


’ gers that gradu- 
evaporated in the 
or-miasma of David THS ROCKS 

writer/director Michael 
eke’s Caché begins with a VHS 
Jeft on a doorstep, a little act of 
ological terrorism perfectly blur- 

‘the innocuous and the sinister. 
e tape reveals only hours of the 
e fixed shot of the exterior of the 
pients’ Parisian home. They come 
go, unknowing while nothing 
pens, their walls remaining 
pmpromised—at least, physically. 
»t the tape-maker has more than 
-eeded in his act of invasion: the 
era may never move into the 
se but the tape does (and more 
follow), along with some crude 
ptic drawings, penetrating not 
personal boundaries but psychic 
; buried in the troubled memo- 

‘of Georges (Daniel Auteuil). 

jke the tape-maker, Georges 
ers to keep his thoughts and 
vations hidden, even from his 
Anne (Juliette Binoche, superb) 
pre-teen son Pierrot (Lester 
kedonsky). And the tape becomes 
alyst for mistrust, which spreads 

‘a contagion through the family. 
n his chillingly clean, understated 
ploitation of the thriller genre, 
eke manipulates our frames of 
ception from the film’s opening 
ment, offering us suspense but no 
ileged information, no sudden 
se-ups constructed to clarify 
nt, no transitions that might guide 
‘coward an easier contextualizing 
hat we're watching, whether it 
urveillance, dramatic action, 

mory or fragment of a dream. 

verything in Caché is presented in 
same directorial deadpan, which 
ictions all the better toward impli- 


been waiting for ... and it’s bor- 
as hell. Now, it’s boring for lots of 
Sois—reasons that spread across 
Ty facet of filmmaking craft—but 
Main reason it’s boring is because 
benix is there. 
Ralner's spent the entire movie 
msily building her up into this 
‘toppable force of the apocalypse, so 
know she's going to go apeshit. 
re reminded of her presence with 


#P, so absolutely nothing that goes 
‘n this megabrawl could possibly 
fer. We know it’s all going to be 
de relevant when her turn comes, 
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WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY MICHAEL HANEKE 
STARRING DANIEL AUTEUIL, JULIETTE BINOCHE, 
LESTER MAKEDONSKY, MAURICE BEMICHOU 


cating us in the very deep murk lying 
just outside the film’s periphery. 


BY ACCIDENT OR DESIGN, Georges is 


being led back 40 years to unpleas- 
ant childhood experiences shared 
with Majid (Maurice Bénichou), the 
son of an Algerian couple once 
briefly employed by Georges’s family. 

Georges’s guilt is, in fact, the true 
engine of the story, and Auteuil’s 
heavily guarded panic inspires both 
our identification and our dread. 
This is a remarkable performance 
that draws no attention to itself— 
indeed, rather than play for the cam- 
era, Auteuil’s Georges becomes so 
fearful of hidden viewers as to be 
afflicted with pretend calm that he 
can’t let go of no matter where he is. 

But where we in the audience are 
being led as witnesses of Georges’s 
fruitless search for resolution is 
toward equally confrontational if 
unspoken questions of long-term 
responsibility that reach far beyond a 
single character's psychological clos- 
ets and into the collective conscious- 
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ness: the failures of the integrationist 
model of French citizenship, France's 
ghastly mistreatment of Algerians, 
and, broadening the historical scope, 
global paranoia about terror and 
Islam. For all the ambiguity, perhaps 
the one certainty we share with 
Georges is the knowledge that our 
sense of home comes at a terrible 
cost to others. 

The evocation of home is as ques- 
tionable on a literal level as it is on 
the figurative; the neatly arranged 
walls of books that envelope 
Georges and Anne's place, while sig- 
nifying educated, rationalist, middle- 
class comfort, are eerily echoed by 
the representational walls of fake 
books that envelope the set of the 
literary chat show Georges hosts. 

The tension between reality and 
theatre is left suspended in Caché; 
there is a deliberate lack of release 
(though you're advised to sit 
through the closing credits if you 
want every chance at closure). This 
tension then hovers disconcertingly 
in our consciousness as we leave 
the theatre and try to make sense of 
the film, its final triumph being the 
way it finally denies a solid form to 
its bogeyman, knowing full well that 
he’s lurking inside the formless flu- 
ids of our minds. v 


Not as smart as it tries to 
be, Hard Candy an icky - 
one to swallow 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

can imagine the pitch session: 
| director David Slade 

and writer Brian Nelson 
are asked how they'd char- 
acterize what will be the 
feature debut for both, and THSIS OK 
both utter a single word with steely- 
eyed supreme confidence: provocative 

A very deliberate, unpleasant con- 
fection to swallow, Hard Candy is the 
epitome of cold calculation, sus- 
penseful and at times riveting, ruth- 
less but ultimately soulless. It’s a 
tightly controlled drama, where char- 
acters are drawn up with the utmost 
care, are layered with a sort of surgi- 
cal complexity, yet never convince us 
that they're real people or doing any- 
thing other than serving what might 
read as a hell of an idea. 

A 32-year-old fashion photographer 
(Patrick Wilson) hooks up with a 14- 
year-old (Canadian Ellen Page) on the 
Net; he seems reasonably resistant to 
meet, but she convinces him of her 
preternatural maturity by citing Zadie 
Smith. They meet in a public place, eat 
chocolate and maybe they're flirting 

Cool reasoning tells us the situation 
is precarious, and things are definitely 
hovering in the realm of ickiness, yet 
there's still much genuine ambiguity 
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as to the true intentions of either. 
Even once they’re alone at his stu- 
dio/house, it says something about 
Slade and Nelson's technical skills— 
and even more about the dedicated 
performances of Wilson and Page— 
that if we're honest about it, we still 
can’t be completely certain where this 
is going. (And if you don’t want to 
know where this is going I'd suggest 
you stop reading here.) 

Hard Candy would probably work a 
lot better if it were a more overt 
exploitation flick, but these days it 
seems exploitation flicks, even rea- 
sonably budgeted ones, have to look 
slick and promote themselves as 
something more than they really are 


A TALE OF an awesomely cunning, 
demonic little avenging angel work- 
ing on behalf of abused girls every- 
where, Hard Candy is just never as 
smart or as relevant as it seems to 
think it is, and it’s this insidious pre- 
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just like the undistinguished, inter- 

changeable mercenary hack that mid- 

wifed it out of its boardroom womb. 
What a waste of material. w 


We're just waiting around. Damned 

°* storytelling ... simply inept. 

/Nused adjective bin; take your 
: lazy, uninspired, witless, flat, 


ugly, cheap (in the non-monetary 
sense), simplistic, cowardly, wooden, 
disappointing, mechanical, cynical, 
joyless, 100 per cent pure Hollywood, 


THE FIRST THREE PEOPLE TO CALL WIN! 
426 - 1996 
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deja COimena 


FRIDAY :oSUNDAY ar 7PM 


ROOMS OF '° 
ELANCHOLIA om. 


“WALLOPING . HARROWING... RAPTUROUS.. ONE OF THOSE 
RARE FILMS THAT DESERVES TO BE CALLED POETIC” 
-VARIETY 


“QUIETLY DEVASTATING! MESMERIZING! 


UNDENIAGLY POWERFUL” NEWYORK POST 
4 cour 


FRIDAY 1roSUNDAY ~ax9PM 
CARNIVAL OF SHRIEKING YOUTH PRESENTS 


TUM tse © 


SHORT FILM FESTIVAL © 


MONDAY aw TUESDAY .: 7PM 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 


For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates witt: the support of 
Ea Canada Council Conseil des Arts 
ch for the Arts 


du Canada 
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Da Vinci is Code-pendent on the 
book, and not even the good parts 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
f we're to be persuaded by the 
| quasi-factual proposals 
of the fiction known as 
The Da Vinci Code, Jesus XS 
demonstrated no miracu- 
lous skills, partook in TSS 
pleasures of the flesh, impregnated 
Mary Magdalene and has descendants 
running around to this day. 
All this has been elaborately de- 
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VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


NOW PLAYING 


<= 

= | THE DA VINCI CODE 

Se | NECTED BY ROW HOWARD 

| WAITTEN BY AKVA GOLOSMAN 
STARRING TOM HANS, AUDREY TAUTU, 
IAN MCKELLEN 


coded in Dan Brown's mega-selling 
novel and transposed religiously into 
this year’s most anticipated movie. 
Does this mean Mel Gibson is going 
to kick Ron Howard's ass? They might 
exchange uncomfortable glances in 
the men’s room on Oscar night, but 
after all is said and done, I think the 
world and its movies are still safe for 
fundamentalist and revisionist Chris- 
tians alike. 

The Da Vinci Code offers a poten- 
tially fascinating, if often silly, millen- 
nia-old conspiracy theory, made all 
the more appealing by its familiar 
and widely reviled target, none other 
than the world’s longest-running 
organization. 

Of course, the Vatican gets off pret- 
ty easy, presented as oblivious to the 
nefarious actions taken by the Opus 
Dei order trying to keep the secret of 
Jesus's mortality from getting out, as 
Hollywood wisdom says its more sat- 
isfying to indict some tangible, sneer- 
ingly pious bad guys (ie Alfred 
Molina’s amusingly campy Bishop 
Aringarosa) than an entire institution. 
But dragging so much theological his- 
tory into the back-story of a thriller 
allows us to participate in the drama 
in a manner rarely exploited by big 
movies. 


FAVA is a not-for 


-profit, artist run resource centre for independent media artists. 


THE PROBLEM IS that it makes for sy 


a drag. The exposition needed to ke 
us on top of Brown's theories prg 
too heavy to keep the story's chag 
based, Wrong Man narrative buoya 

Akiva Goldsman's adaptation 
deeply unimaginative, rife wj 
implausible dialogue and enidle 
flashbacks. You’d think one mig 
cancel the other out, but How 
mashes both together so that we! 
getting a lecture and washed-out Hj 
tory Channel re-creations simultani 
ously. This creates a didactic mias| 
of information that reduces To 
Hanks’s symboligist protagonist td 
sort of breathless host who can gui 
us through Brown's universe whi} 
running from French cops and Pé 
Bettany’s self-flagellating albif 
assassin. At least lan McKellen sho 
up to have some fun with the faq 
spouting, even incorporating a mu 
media presentation into t 
proceedings. 

Da Vinci doesn’t move well, but ng 
ther does it provoke or enrage eff 
tively. Far from subversive, there's 
many loose ends, half-digeste: 
and gaping plot holes, and by the til 
we finally get to the end of th 
extended pot-boiler, Hanks is giv 
us an “I’m okay, you're okay” spe 
about how “what matters is what \f 
believe.” 

In their attempts to make the film 
inoffensive as possible, Howard 4 
company have only succeeded in Fe} 
dering a sensational story sedate. ¥ 


www.fava.c@ 
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EEKLY 


ag0MS OF MELANCHOLIA The after- 
th of the Chechen War is examined in 
ree separate narratives in Darkness 
Pa Pirjo Honkasalo’s documentary. 
an Gibson's review on page 32. ZEl- 

Fee ME TADE A MAY2- SUM MAY 28 (8 PM) 


CHE Daniel Auteuil, Juliette Binoche 
nd id Maurice Bénichou star in The Time of 

ie Wolf director Michael Haneke’s film 
bout anonymous videos of increasingly 
isturbing content left on the porch of an 
psuspecting middle-class family. Read 
ssef Braun's review on page 33. 


fF CHILDREN OF THE MOUNTAINS Boya 
ickup, Jukka Holopainen and Marge 
Javon direct this documentary of the Agta 
people, one of the last hunter/gatherer 
ibes in world, and their tenuous exis- 
ce as modem cities pressure their way 
life. Screens w/ Water is Life, a docu- 
entary about Ghana's water privatization 
aes. THUR HAL THEITADEL THU, MAY 25 (1 Pil) 


ARNIVAL OF SHRIEKING YOUTH FILM 
}! Several student-produced films screen 

er two days. ZEIDLER HALL, THE CITADEL; MON, 
AY 29 TE, MAY 30 (7 PM) 


RD CANDY Patrick Wilson, Ellen Page 
id Sandra Oh star in Do Geese See God? 
irector David Slade’s thriller about a 14- 
ear-old girl's plan to expose a photogra- 
Bpher who she suspects to be a pedophile. 
Read Josef Braun's review on page 32. 


SPIRIT OF THE BEEHIVE Teresa Gimpera, 
na Torrent and Isabel Telleria star in 
Quince Tree of the Sun director Victor 
ice’s classic film about a pair of young 
phildren in the ‘40s who are determined 
fo find Frankenstein's monster after see- 
ing Karloff's version of the film for the 
st time. Read Josef Braun's review on 
age 31. ZEIDLER HALL, THE CITADEL; FAI, MAY 26 - 
WN, MAY 281 (7 PM) 


~MEN: THE LAST STAND Hugh Jack- 
man, Halle Berry and lan McKellen star in 
Rush Hour 2 director Brett Ratner's entry 
into the superhero franchise's third instal- 
ment where the cure for mutation forces 
battle between the X-Men and the evil 
Brotherhood of Mutants. Read Darren 
lenko’s review on page 32. 
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| FILM LISTINGS 


FRI, MAY 16-THU, JUNI 


All showtimes are subject to change at time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation, 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 

6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
THE DA VINCI CODE (144, violence, mature themes} 
Dally 6:30 9:30 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE III (14A, violence) Daily 6:50 
9:30 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 


Cinema 12: 3639-99 St, 463-5451 


FRIENDS WITH MONEY (144, coarse language) Sat 
Sun 11:25 Daily 2:00 4:15 6:55 9:40 Fri Sat late show 
12:10 


STAY ALIVE (144, frightening scenes) Sat Sun 11:40 
Daily 2:10 4:50 7:35 10:05 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


TAKE THE LEAD (PG, coarse language) Sat Sun 
10:55 Daily 1:25 4:15 7:20 9:40 Fri Sat late show 
12:00 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (18A, violence) Sat Sun 
11:00 Dally 1:35 4:05 7:00 9:50 Fri Sat late show 
12:30 


AMERICAN DREAMZ (PG, coarse language) Sat Sun 
11:05 Daily 1:30 4:20 7:30 10:00 Fri Sat late show 
12:25 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES (184, brutal violence, gory 
‘scenes, disturbing content) Sat-Sun 7:25 9:55 Fri Mon- 
Thu 1:30 4:45 7:25 9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:20 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG, sexual content, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 
1:55 4:35 7:15 9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:45 


THE SHAGGY DOG (G) Sat Sun 11:15 Daily 1:45 4:20 
7:10 9:30 Fri Sat late show 11:30 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Sat Sun 11:30 Daily 2:05 
4:25 7:05 9:15 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


V FOR VENDETTA (14A) Sat Sun 10:50 Daily 1:20 
4:00 6:50 9:35 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Sal Sun 11:35 Dally 1:50 4:10 
7:00 9:20 Fri Sat late show 11:50 Kids Kabin Fever: 
June 1, 1:50 


CURIOUS GEORGE (G) Sat Sun 11:15 1:30 4:45 


EIGHT BELOW (G) Sat Sun 11:10 Daily 1:40 4:30 
7:10 9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:15 


Movies 12: 130 Ave $0 St, 472-9779 


FRIENDS WITH MONEY (14A, coarse language) Sat 
Sun 11:20 Daily 2:00 4:25 6:50 9:20 Fri Sat late show 
11:25 


STAY ALIVE (14A, frightening scenes) Sat Sun 11:35 
Daily 2:05 5:00 7:40 10:05 Fri Sat late show 12:00 


TAKE THE LEAD (PG, coarse language) Sat Sun 
41:15 Daily 1:55 4:45 7:10 9:50 Fri Sat late show 
11:55 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (18A, violence) Sat Sun 
11:05 Daity 1:25 4:10 7:00 9:55 Fri Sat late show 
12:05 


AMERICAN DREAMZ (PG, coarse language) Sat Sun 
11:05 Daily 1:30 4:20 7:30 10:00 Fri Sat late show 
12:25 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES (194. brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) Sat-Sun 7:35 10:00 Fri 
Mon-Thu 2:10 4:55 7:35 10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:20 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG, sexual content, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 
1:35 4:40 7:20 9:35 Fri Sat late show 11:45 


THE SHAGGY DOG (6) Sat Sun 11:10 Daily 1:40 4:30 
7:10 9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:35 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Sat Sun 11:25 Daily 1:45 
4:40 7:25 9:30 Fri Sat late show 11:40 


V FOR VENDETTA (14A) Sat Sun 10:50 Dally 1.20 
4:00 6:50 9:35 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


‘SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Sat Sun 11:30 Daily 1:50 4:50 
7:15 9:15 Fri Sat late show 11:30 Kids Kabin Fever: 
June 1, 1:50 


CURIOUS GEORGE (G) Sat Sun 11:40 2:10 4:55 


EIGHT BELOW (G) Sat Sun 11:00 Daily 1:40 4:35 
7:05 9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


DATE MOVIE (G) Dally 4:20 10:10 Fri Sat late show 
12:25 


CITY CENTRE 
10200-102 Ave 421-7020 
X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fright- 
@n young children, no passes) Daily 12:30 1:15 3:30 
4:10 7:00 7:30 9:45 10:15 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Dally 12:10 2:25 4:40 6:50 
9:00 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE III (14A, violence) Daily 12:20 
3:20 6:40 9:35 


KINKY BOOTS (PG) Daily 12:40 3:40 6:30 9:10 


Bee ee ay sce ae menue Doky 


POSEIDON (144) Daily 12:15 2:35 4:50 7:20 10:10 


THE NOTORIOUS BETTIE PAGE (144, nudity) Daily 
12:50 3:50 7:10 


DA VINCI CODE (144A, violence, mature theme, no 
asses) Daily 12:00 1:00 3:15 4:30 6:35 8:00 10:00 


AREVIEW : 
4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


RV (PG) Fri-Sun 1:50 4:20 7:30 19:00 Mon-Thu 4:20 
7:30 10:00 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Fri-Sun 12:40 3:40 7:15 9:25 
Mon-Thu 3:40 7:15 9:25 


POSEIDON (14A) Fri-Sun 1:40 4:10 6:45 9:10 Mon- 
Thu 4:10 6:45 9:10 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE Ill (144. violence) Fri-Sun 
1:10 3:50 7:00 9:40 Mon-Thu 3:50 7:00 9:40 


THE DA VINCI CODE (14A. violence, mature theme, 
‘on 2 screens) Fri-Sun 12:10 1:20 3:20 4:40 6:30 8:00 
9:30 Mon-Thu 3:20 4:40 6:30 8:00 9:30 


OVER THE HEDGE (G, on 2 screens) Fri-Sun 12:20 
1:00 2:20 3:00 4:30 5:10 6:50 7:10 8:50 9:15 Mon~ 
Thu 4:30 5:10 6:50 7:10 8:50 9:15 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fright- 
‘@n young children, on 2 screens) Fri-Sun 12:00 1:30 
2:30 4:00 5:00 6:40 7:20 9:00 9:50 Mon-Thu 4:00 
5:00 6:40 7:20 9:00 9:50 


GALAXY CINEMAS ~ SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fright- 
@n young children, no passes) Fri 3:35 4:45 7:00 7:45 
9:45 10:20 Sat-Sun 12:15 1:45 3:35 4:45 7:00 7:45 
9:45 10:20 Mon-Thu 7:00 7:45 9:45 10:20 


THE DA VINCI CODE (144, violence, mature theme, 
NO passes) Fri 3:30 3:45 4:30 6:45 7:15 8:00 10:00 
10:30 Sat-Sun 12:00 12:30 1:00 3:30 3:45 4:30 6:45 
7:15 8:00 10:00 10:30 Mon-Thu 6:45 7:15 8:00 10:00 
10:30 


(OVER THE HEDGE (G, no passes) Fri 4:10 5:00 6:30 
7:30 8:45 9:30 Sat-Sun 12:05 12:45 2:10 2:55 4:10 
5:00 6:30 7:30 8:45 9:30 Mon-Thu 6:30 7:30 8:45 
9:30 

POSEIDON (144A) Fri-Sun 4:15 7:20 9:50 Mon-Thu 
7:20 9:50 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE lil (14A, violence) Fri 4:20 
7:10 10:10 Sat-Sun 1:30 4:20 7:10 10:16 Mon-Thu 
710 10:10 


RV (PG) Fri 4:25 7:25 9:55 Sat-Sun 1:20 4:25 7:25 
9:55 Mon-Thu 7:25 9:55 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Sat-Sun 1:15 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
CACHE (14A) Daily 7:00 9:15 Sat Sun 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 


(2050 Coloary Trail, 496-6977 


THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (144. crude sexual lan 
guage, mature themes, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon- 
Thu 7:10 9:45 Sat-Sun 12:55 3:20 7:10 9:45 


SEE NO EVIL (184, gory scenes, brutal violence, 
Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00 9:15 Sat-Sun 
1:05 3:15 7-00 9:15 


INSIDE MAN (14A, coarse language, Dolby Stereo 
Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 7:05 9:35 Sat-Sun 1:00 3:35 7:05 
9:35 


SILENT HILL (184, gory scenes, disturbing content, 
Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 6:35 9:20 Sat-Sun 
12:35 3:25 6:35 9:20 


UNITED 93 (14A, DTS Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 6:50 9:25 
Sat-Sun 12:40 3:05 6:50 9:25 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (144, crude content, DTS Digital Fri 
Mon-Thu 9:45 Sat 12:45 3:20 9:45 Sun 1245 9:45 


FANAA (STC, DTS Digital) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 6:30 6:45 
Sun 3:30 6:30 8:45 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (PG, DTS Digital) Fn 
Mon-Thu 6:20 Sat-Sun 12:50 3:00 6:20 


TAKE THE LEAD (PG, coarse language, DTS Digital) 
Fri Mon-Thu 7:15 9:40 Sat-Sun 1:10 3:45 7:15 9:40 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert. 
s5e-08z2 


AV (PG) Daily 1:15 3:20 5:25 7:30 9:30 
JUST MY LUCK (PG) Daily 1:35 5:35 7:35 
POSEIDON (14A) Daily 3:35 9:35 


OVER THE HEDGE (Gno passes) Daily 1:00 3:05 4:50 
7:00 8:45 


ie bel tebe ae > LOC rr) 
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THE DA VINCI CODE (14A. violence, mature themes, 
NO passes) Daily 2:45 6:15 9:10 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fright- 
Fa seen OP 1:00 3:10 5:15 
15 9: 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE III (4A, violence) Daily 9:30 
Sat Sun 3:35 
POSEIDON (14) Daily 7:05 Sat Sun 1:05 


OVER THE HEDGE (6) Daily 7:10 9:15 Sat Sun 1:10 
3:30 


THE DA VINCI CODE (14. violence, mature themes} 
Fri Sat Tue 6:55 10:00 Sun Mon Wed Thu 7:20 Sat 
Sun 12:30 3:20 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fright 
ee children, no passes) Daily 7:00 9:25 Sat Sun 
1:00 3:25 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - CAMROSE 


Camrore, 780-608-2144 
RV (PG) Daily 7:00 Sat Sun 2:05 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Daily 7:05 9:05 Sat Sun 2:10 


THE DA VINCI CODE (14A, violence, mature theme) 
Daily 6:45 9:30 Sat Sun 1:50 


POSEIDON (14A) Daily 9:10 
JUST MY LUCK (PG) Dally 6:55 Sat Sun 2:00 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fright- 
‘'@n young children) Dally 6:50 9:00 Sat Sun 1:55 


SILENT HILL (18A, gory scenes, disturbing content) 
Daitly 9:15 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - SPRUCE GROVE 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Daily 7:00 9:00 Sat Sun 1:00 
3:00 


METRO CINEMA 
2628-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 


SPIRIT OF THE BEEHIVE (EL ESP RITU DE LA 
COLMENA) (PG) Fri-Sun 7:00 


ROOMS OF MELANCHOLIA (STC) Fri-Sun 9:00 


FILM IT! SHORT FILM FESTIVAL (STC) Mon-Tues 
7:00 


FRAMESWORKS: ERIC SPOETH AND BUSTER 
KEATON (STC) Thu 7:00 


W WEST MAL! 
8862-170 St. 444-1829 


V FOR VENDETTA (144, coarse language, violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:25 4:00 6:40 9:25 Mon-Thu 6:40 9:25 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (18A. violence) Fri-Sun 
1240 4:35 7:20 9:40 Mon-Thu 7:20 940 


THE SHAGGY DOG (GS) Fri-Sun 2:10 4:30 7:00 9:20 
Mon-Thu 7:00-9:20 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES (184, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) Fri-Sun 1:30 3:50 7:30 
9:45 Mon-Thu 7:30 9:45 


AMERICAN DREAMZ (PG, coarse language, not rec- 
commended for young chifdren) Fri-Sun 4:45 7:10 9:30 
Mon-Thu 7:10 9:30 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG, sexual coritent, not rec 
ommended for children) Fri-Sun 2:30 4:40 6/50 9,00 
Mon-Thu 6:50 9:00 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Fri-Sun 2:20 4:20 6:30 
8:50 Mon-Thu 6:30 8:50 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) *ri-Sun 1:50 4:10 6:45 9:10 
Mon-Thu 6:45 9:10 


EIGHT BELOW (G) Fri-Sun 2:00 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231_197th Avenue. 780-732-2223 
X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fright- 
en young chadran, no passes) Daily 12:00 12:40 1:20 
2:00 2:30 3:20 4:00 5:00 5:30 6:20 7:10 7:50 8:30 
9:00 9:50 10:35 


FANAA (STC, subtitied) Daily 12:20 4:10 8:00 


THE DA VINCI CODE (714A. violence, mature theme, 
No passes) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:10 1:00 1:45 3:20 
4:15 §:20 6:30 7:00 7:45 8:45 9:45 10:30 Tue 12:10 
1:45 3:30 4:15 5:20 6:30 7:00 7:45 8:45 9:45 10:30 
Star and Strollers screening, no passes: Tue 1:00 


OVER THE HEDGE (G. no passes) Daily 11:50 12:45 
1:30 2:10 3:00 3:50 4:20 5:10 6:10 7:20 8:20 9:30 


SEE NO EVIL (18, gory scanes, brutal violence) Daily 
10:20 


POSEIDON (1 4A) Daily 12:50 3:40 7:40 10:10 


BSeeagan 
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JUST MY LUCK (PG) Daily 9:20 * 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE Ii! (144. violence) Daily 1:16 
4:30 7:30 10:15 


RV (PG) Daily 12:30 3:10 6:50 


10357-82 Ave, 433-0725 


HARD CANDY (18, discturbing content) Daily 7:00 
9:10 Sat Sun 2:00 


ART SCHOOL CONFIDENTIAL (18A) Daily 6:50 Sat 
Sun 3:00 


LIVE AND BECOME (PG, coarse language) Dally 9:00 
Sat Sun 3:00 


SILVERCITY WEM 
WEM, 8852-170 St, 444-2100 
X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fright- 
@n young children, Digital, no passes! Dally 1:15 4:1 
7:15 10:15 Daily 11:50 12:45 1:45 2.45 3:45 4 
6:45 7:45 8:30 9:45 10:45 


THE DA VINCI CODE (14A, violence, mature thems, 
Digital, no passes) Fri-Sun 11:30 12:00 1 
5:00 7:00 8:45 9:30 10:30 Mon-Thu 11:30 12:( 
3:00 3:30 5:00 6:30 7:00 8:45 9:30 10:00 10:30 


THE DA VINCI CODE (14A, violence, matu 
Digital, this auditorium 18+ only, no pa: 
6:30 10:00 


OVER THE HEDGE (G, Digital, no passes) Fri-Tue Thu 
19:45 12:15 2:00 2:30 4:20 4:50 6:40 9:40 Wed 
19:45 1:00 2:00 3:00 4:20 4:50 6:40 7:10 9:40 


POSEIDON: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE (14A, IMAX 
Digital) Daily 1:45 4:15.6:45 9:15 a 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE III (144, violence, Digital) 
Daily 1:00 4:00 7:20 10:40 


RV (PG, Digital Daily 1:10 4:10 7:20 
JUST MY LUCK (PG, Digital) Daily 9:50 


POSEIDON (144A, Digital) Daily 12:50 4:40 7:50 10:20 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 496-8585 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fright 
en young children, no passes) Fri-Sun 11:40 12 
12:40 1:10 1:40 2:20 0 3:20 3:50 4:20 5:10 5:4 
6:10 6:40 7:10 7-50 8:20 8:50 9:20 9:50 10:30 11:00 
Mon-Thu 12:10 12:40 1:10 1:40 2:20 2:50 3:20 3:50 
4:20 5:10 5:40 6:10 6:40 7:10 7:50 8:20 8:50 9:20 
9:50 10:30 


THE DA VINCI CODE (14A, violence, mature the 
No passes) Fri-Sun 11:30 12:30 1:00 2:00 3:00 4:00 
4:30 5:30 6:30 7:30 8:00 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:45 Mon 
Wed-Thu 12:30 1:00 2:00 3:00 4:00 4:30 5:30 6:30 
7:20 8:00 9:00 9:30 10:00 Tue 12:30 2:00 3:00 4:00 
4;30 5:30 6:30 7:30 8:00 9:00 9:30 10:00 Star and © 
Strollers screaning: Tue 1:00 


OVER THE HEDGE (G, no passes) Daily 12:00 12:45 
1:45 2:15 3:15 4:15 4:45 5:45 6:45 7:15 8:15 9:15 
10:15 


POSEIDON (14A) Daily 12:20 2:45 5:20 8:10 10:45 
JUST MY LUCK (PG) Daily 12:50 3:45 

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE Ill (144, violence) Fri-Tue 
1:15 4:10 6:50 7:45 9:45 10:40 Wed-Thu 1:15 4:10 
7:45 9:45 10:40 


RV (PG) Fri-Sun 11:50 2:10 4:40 7:00 9:40 Mon-Thu 
2:10 4:40 7:00 9:40 


WESTM CENTRE 


111. Ave, Groat Rid. 455-8726 
THE DA VINCI CODE (14A, violence. mature thems} 
Fri Mon-Thu 6:30 9:40 Sat-Sun 12:00 3:15 6:30 9:40 


(OVER THE HEDGE (G) Fri Mon-Thu 7: 
Sun 12:30 2:35 4:40 7:00 9:10 


00 9:10 Sat. 


oe 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fright- 
en young children) Fri Mon-Thu 7:30 10:00 Sat-Sun 
1:00 3:45 7:30 10:00 


POSEIDON (144) Fri Mon-Thu 7:15 9:50 Sat-Sun 1:15 
4:00 7-15 9:50 


(1) 780-352-3922 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE Ill (144. violence) Daily 9:30 
Sat Sun 3:35 


POSEIDON (14A) Daily 7:05 Sat Sun 1:05 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Daily 7.10 9:15 Sat Sun 1:10 
330 


THE DA VINCI CODE (14A. violence, mature themes} ee 
Fi Sat Tue 6:55 10:00 Sun Mon Wed Thu 7:20 Sat 
Sun 12:30 3:20 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fnght- 
€n young children, no passes) Daity 7:00 9:25 Sat Sun 
1:00 3:25 
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Kira’s Reason points 
out society’s lack of it 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

leven years ago, as the Hollywood mon- 
E ster truck was churning 

smoothly across the globe, four 
Danes decided to steer a hybrid model 
onto the celluloid superhighway. 

Backing the latest technology THIS ROCKS 
(lightweight, handheld cameras) with a pen- 
and-paper manifesto (10 commandments that 
also harked back to the revolutionary call of the 
French New Wave) directors von Trier & Co 
unveiled Dogme 95, where, ironically, acting 
was supposed to take centre-stage. 

But even now, as the movement sputters out 
and its founders flounder, with von Trier’s latest 
Brechtian efforts seeming like cardboard-thin 
provocation-pieces and Thomas Vinterberg’s 
post-Celebration (Dogme #1) efforts proving to 
be failures, Dogme 95 is a vehicle that can still 
run on some potent fumes. 

Take Kira’s Reason: A Love Story (2001), 
which finally arrives in Edmonton on DVD after 
showing up here for one night only a few film 
festivals ago. This is a film that, at first—maybe 
even for its opening 30 minutes or more—seems 
to be a little slow, a bit disjointed, a rather stop- 
and-start, nothing-special look at a woman 
who's just left psychiatric care and returned to 
her two children and her husband. 

But by the end of the film, I think, if Kira’s 
Reason hits you in the gut and jolts your heart as 
it did to me, Ole Christian Madsen’s movie has 
not only become what may be the second-best 
Dogme film ever made (after The Celebration), 
but an incredibly touching ride along the jilting, 
jarring ups-and-downs of a deeply, madly loving 
relationship, where two people never quit try- 
ing, and failing, together. 


THE KEY TO THE FILM is the bewitching charac- 
ter of Kira (Stine Stengade). With her mussed, 
raven hair and her fierce, slightly scared 


How on OVD 

KIRAS REASON: 

A LOVE STORY 

DIRECTED BY OLE CHRISTIAN MADSEN 

WRITTEN BY MADSEN MOGENS RUKOY 

STARRING STINE STENGADE LARS MIKKELSEN, SVEN WoLiE 


DOGME 


expression, Kira is a complex force: need 
restless, defiant, girlish and rebellious Shx 
seems as scared of losing her family and b 
seen as a bad mother as she is of commit 
herself to them too much and surrendering her 
sense of self. 

Stengade’s brilliant performance is nearly 
matched by Lars Mikkelsen’s turn as Mads, a 
husband whose patience masks a lingering 
guilt. The pair’s relationship—involving uncom 
fortably intimate chats, accusing conversations, 
strained arguments, and even an emotionally- 
sadistic-and-masochistic sex scene—is the most 
turbulent, true-to-life portrait of an infectiously 
loving couple that I can recall seeing on film 

The film quietly uses Kira’s childish, anarchic 
irrationality to expose the true madness of our 
uptight, oppressively polite, shame-based bour- 
geois society, as when Kira splashes around in a 
pool with her children and is separated from 
them by beefy, rule-bound lifeguards. 

The camera looks on starkly, casting 
Cubism-like, angled, fragmentary close-ups of 
people, as if emphasizing how on edge they are 
and how little we really see of them on the sur- 
face. Parts of windows and doorways are 
shown, people are shot from below or while 
lying down, and Kira often wraps herself up, as 
if desiring protection. 

But in the end, there’s no insulating yourself 
from the surprising comic instants, searingly 
dramatic moments, and cumulative power 0! 
this authentic, soul-baring portrait of two people 
who are hopelessly, crazily, heartfirst in love. W 


Hard Candy is sort of soft 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 33 


tentiousness that distracts us from enjoying 
(though “enjoy” seems like the wrong word 
here) its impressive levels of body horror, its 
essentially trashy philosophizing, its deeply 
compromised argument for vigilantism and its 
very dumb finale. 

Slade comes from music videos and Nelson 
from series television, but what most of Hard 


FILM ‘, 


Candy really feels like is theatre, a nearly airless 
two-hander with a lot of talk punctuated by 
bursts of violence, most of which constitutes @ 
rather heavy-handed polemical discussio™ 
about responsibility. There’s a thematic link to 
David Mamet's Oleanna, but the overall dynamic 
echoes Ariel Dorfman’s Death and the Maiden 
more closely, although I don’t think its sophist 
cation or political urgency overcomes its artifice 
to nearly the same degree. w 


a 


Hy MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
he Johnsons have walked a 
long and winding road 
towards the release of their 
ww album. Gypsies For Life was five 
ars in the making, and along the 
ay the band went through a parade 
drummers, recorded in two 
fovinces, went on hiatus, went on: 
ur and saw their release date 
nshed back a few times before they 
fally nailed it down. 
Now that all the pieces have fallen 
to place and the band are on the 
Erge of unleashing the album, it’s 
y natural that they want to mark 
release with an event that’s a little 
we than just another show. 
“it's going to be a party,” guitarist 
vin Kirwer says. “It’s a release 
ry, not just a release show, so we 
int to get all our friends down and 
e a good time with it—make it a 
lle |ess formal and more fun.” 
‘or the band, the show is going to 
a welcome reunion with many of 
ir fans. Kirwer says that some of 
ie people at the shows have been 
e from as long as six years ago. 
ides the obvious bonus of having a 
yal fan base, Kirwer says that the 
ind is happy because they have no 
lerest in seeing people as a faceless 
owd 
"We like to hang out with people 
stead of just playing and then pack- 
ig up,” Kirwer remarks. “We'll find 
je party afterwards. We make friends 
our fans instead of just making 
lem buy tickets and come see us.” 
Kirwer admits that the band’s dedi- 
tion to their fans often provided 
Spiration when putting the new 
bum together. Determined to 
Hease something that they could be 
oud of, the band spent much of 


OIC 


ood thing the Johnsons are 
iypsies for Life, because the album 
as five years in the making 
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their time writing new material and 
ditching older songs that didn’t make 
the grade. They also spent a lot of 
time working on structure, rather than 
simply tossing a bunch of riffs togeth- 
er and calling it a song. 

“We didn’t want to put out some- 
thing that was okay,” Kirwer explains. 
“People are spending money on it, 
and we don’t want them to get it 
home and be like ‘eh, this is okay.’ We 
want them to be just as stoked as we 
were to make it.” 


AS HAPPY AS the Johnsons are to 
have old friends back on board, they 
haven't given up on making new 
ones. With a three-month tour com- 
ing up this summer, Kirwer says that 
they're approaching things as though 
this is their first time out, and, so far, 
they've been able to roll into new 
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towns and find that the word is 
already out, thanks in large part to the 
band’s personal presence on the ubiq- 
uitous Myspace cyberspace network. 

“We don’t use bots to add friends. 
We do everything by ourselves. Every- 
one that adds us as a friend, we com- 
ment them personally instead of just 
pasting some shit in there,” Kirwer 
explains. “We try to keep it hands on, 
so that we're not just some disembod- 
ied group of musicians. We can slay 
close to our fans that way, instead of 
just hiring some dude to do it or using 
programs to do it for us.” 

Kirwer also realizes that the person- 
al touch is a good way of standing out 
amongst the mass of digital spam on 
the network, something that the John- 
sons themselves have to deal with 

“We get tons of [automated] Adds 
from bands,” Kirwer laughs. “Things 
like, ‘we saw that we've got some of 
the same influences and we thought 
that you might like our band,’ and 
they've obviously never looked at our 
page because their influences are, 
like, Paula Abdul and Vanilla Ice.” w 


REVUE / SUN, MAY: 21 / THE CONSTANTINES / 
STARLITE ROOM Screw the “Blue Mile"—the 
Starlite Room was the place to be on Sunday 
night. If you had a chance to catch the Constan- 
tines then you were lucky enough to witness one 
of our country’s best rock groups. The high-ener- 
gy performance left everyone crying out for 
more. They do this thing where everyone (band 
included) puts their hands high in the air ... 
silence ... 
BOOM!!! They break out with an all out assault 
on your ears, triggering every emotion in your 
body and sending shivers down your spine. 
What a spectacle, what a sight, and what a 
* night! —CONOR TAVIS McHALLY / conor@vueweekly.com 


shish ... one more second ... and then 
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It’s better than a law-abiding 
word processor, anyway 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 

fter a coupie of years where it 
A seemed that every band that 

came out of Edmonton was 
some sort of “Hero” or “Drive,” local 
musicians now seem to be especially 
interested in making their names 
original and unique. 

Perhaps it was to alleviate confu- 
sion, perhaps it was to guarantee the 
availability of a domain name or per- 
haps it was to stand out from the 
crowd, but whatever the motivation, 
Vigilante Typewriter have chosen a 
moniker that probably no one else 
would think of. 

“Half of us wanted to be called ‘the 
Vigilantes’ and half of us wanted to be 
called ‘the Typewriters,’ so we just 
decided we'd put them together,” 


And the first rule of Ignite the 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 
he drive to distinguish your 
| band from the myriad of others 
this city has to offer can take 
many forms. 

Costumes were popular awhile 
back, while auxiliary percussion 
(cowbell, anyone?) seems to be 
increasingly en vogue, but local hard- 
core outfit Ignite the Airwaves has a 
simpler solution: all of the members 
are committed to expressing their 
own unique style within the context 
of the group. 

“We have different backgrounds, 
from punk rock to post-hardcore,” 
rhythm guitarist John Schrale 
explains. “Our drummer listens to the 
Backstreet Boys sometimes.” 

And while drummer Kyle 
Pilipchuk’s taste in music doesn’t 


1.800.232.1958 
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VIGILANTE TYPEWRITER 
WITH 10 BILLION OTHER BANDS 

CARIIVAL OF SHREANG YOUTH 

QUEEN ALEX HALL 85 


PREVUE 


explains bassist and part-time lead 
singer Jay Jonson. 

That a band would have a member 
described as a “part-time” lead singer 
would seem to be strange enough, but 
Vigilante Typewriter has three mem- 
bers who share the vocal duties. They 
don’t even have a full-time drummer 
or guitar player. 

“Our two drummers switch off on 
guitar and drums,” Jonson explains. 
“Vm on bass, and I sing as well.” 

In the midst of all the confusion (in 
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always make much of an impact on 
the group’s sound, Schrale says that 
what's most important is finding their 
own voice as a group. 

“We wanna get our own music 
across,” he says, “Not copy anyone 
else’s style.” 

The band, rounded out by Danny 
Matthews on vocals, Greg Burlet on 
lead guitar and Kody Witt on bass, 
have been friends for quite some time 
but all participated in separate musi- 
cal endeavours prior to Ignite the Air- 
waves. “We all left our old bands and 
started playing together,” says 
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my mind, at least) over names as Wi 
as duties, the band, rounded oJ 
Jeff Savage, Nathan penousk: 


Out 


surprise) Myspace. 

The band has no concrete gi 
lined up after this weekend's a, 
at the Carnival of Shrieking Youth } 
is not planning to rest on its |ayjq 
either, as Jonson indicates that r 
group is “planning on going back jn 
the studio in the fall.” 

No word yet on how on eart) 
band plans to credit individual mej 
bers in the hypothetical album’s jip 
notes. W 


Airwaves is. 


Schrale, who was the last member 
join the group. 

The increased ambition shown} 
the newly formed group has ma 
fested itself in an upcoming EP e 
tled Destroying Something Beauliji 
Though Schrale claims not to kno 
what the title means, a visit tot 
band’s web page might lead one| 
believe it has something to do 
Fight Club, which is quoted 
Perhaps Edmonton will be treated 


album in the near future, but ws 
have to wait until the boys ol Igr 
the Airwaves have some time at thd 
disposal. 

“We're just trying to play as nia 
shows as we can and find record 
time to finish the EP,” Schrale explall 
“We've all been pretty busy.” V 
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eah, but ‘Where’s the sex?’ 
PHEN MCBEAN TRADES CONDOMS FOR CRUCIFIXES 


BERRY / tavid@vueweekly.com ’ 

he Pink Mountaintops, it 
turns out, are about a lot more 
than fucking. After noted Jerk 
A Bomb Stephen McBean 
ed his first solo album, the self- 
pink Mountaintops—eight tracks 
eaty, just-soaked songs to his 
er—the book on the band that’s 
uite Black Mountain (McBean 
s both, and there’s plenty of 
over in the roster and general 
was that it was good music to 
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the van to 

t then, McBean found Jesus. 
worry; he hasn’t become some 
thumping puritan—his music is 
far too interesting for any of 
bul the Pink Mountaintops’ lat- 
isc, Axis of Evol, has definitely 
ed lyrical topics. He’s traded to McBean. For him, Axis is, above all, also beautiful creatures,” explains 
about the more passionate side an optimistic take on the world—an McBean in a slow, scratchy half- 
nan intimacy for the darker side affirmation that, among all the bad whisper. “Some people take the 
nan redemption. things we're capable of, we can finda record as a bit of a downer, but I 
‘s funny, because some people _lot of beauty in ourselves as well. think it was trying to show that, with 
"got mad—they’re like, ‘Where's “As much as people can say the all the bad, there's equally as, if not 
x? It’s all this Jesus stuff,""says world is fucked, or that human way more, good going on there with 
n in a slow, barely audible gait | beings are fucked, human beings are _ people.” v 

nan talks like he’s got something 
e). “I’m not religious—for me it’s 
just like living through the love 
your friends and that kind of 
| |used to be all like, ‘Oh, you die 
pl in the ground, and that’s it,’ or 
ever. But, for me personally, you 
ly live your life that way for so 
efore it starts to eat you up.” 

of Evol is certainly the record of 
ne who's been eaten up inside. 
the first track, “Comas,” where 
n practically pleads, “No, I'm 
eaded down the highway to 
through an acceptance of guilt 
half-rollicking/half-beat down 
old Criminals” to a broken 
n begging “won't you tell us / 
€ can get free” on the album’s 
, "How We Can Get Free,” this is 
ed work, in desperate need of 
Salvation. 


G7 WELCOMING COMMITTEE ARTISTS FROM WINNIPEG 


G0 through life, no one’s per- 
eople do great things and peo- 
terrible things, and it’s just that 
thing of balancing,” explains 
an, who says the concepts of 


4 
nd the Devil on the album are SS ae 

about that personal struggle 

hything to do with religion or 

ality, 

U're trying to find that place 

you're trying to come into your SA T U R DA Y J U N c 3 
Where you're at peace with 

If, at ease—most people don’t ‘ 

at until later on, but it’s that | rec | 
le of learning to deal with and : 

Y with things that you’ve done 

ay Nave been bad or devilish,” 

tinues. “It’s just this constant = 


F turmoil, of battle, and some- 
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LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Derina 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Liz Beatie, 
Danton Jay; 7pm; donations 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 

DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS Peter Belec; 8pm 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm- 
12:30am 


JLL'S Showcase Jam: hosted by 
the Dr. Oxide Band; Spm-Tam: 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's jazz favourites 


WORTH GLENORA HALL Jam 


hosted by the Wild Rose Old 
Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 


RED'S AdAir, guests; 7pm (show) 
SIDETRACK CAFE Granny 
Dynamite; Spm. 

URBAN LOUNGE Sonics Band 
of the Month, Jets to Theory 
WILD WEST SALOON RedNeck 
Sugar 

ZENARI'S 

10180-103A, Manulife Place, 
423-5409 


The Shutflehound (blues/roots);, 
7-10pm; no cover 


DJS 


ARMOURY Vintage Thursdays: 
fetro rock, dance and old school 
hip hop 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump:lntronica with the DDK 
Soundsystem 


BUDDY'S DJ Squiggles, Yohko 
Oh-no 


ESMERALDA’S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG. 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/danoe with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: Yung Joc Jam with 
Dus Spinoycle, Invinceable, 
Shorround, Echo, BabyGirl, Touch 
It, hosted by Kwame, breakdance 
performances by Freshly 
Squeezed 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip hop, 
Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


HULBERT'S Relaxing down- 
tempo, Smooth jazz, and lounge 
music with DJ Frederick; 7pm 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


NEWCASTLE PUB Students 
Night: with BJ Odin 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Creature Feature: Rockabilly psy- 
chobilly, surf with DJ Seizures 
and Ritchie Violence; Trasheteria 
with DJ'S Naz Nomad, Beard of 
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Bees 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with DJ Mikee: $pm-2am; 
no cover 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock, 
pop, hip hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous 
Thursdays: goth/student night 
with DJ Eddy, Toonflash, Dr. 
Lexxxi Tronic: $2 {non- 
member)/free {members before 
10pm)/$2 (member after 10pm) 


SIDETRACK CAFE The Johnsons 
{CD release party), The Rocky 
Fortune; Spm; $15 (door, incl 
CD)/$8 (without a CD) 

STARLITE ROOM Billy and The 


Lost Boys, Bogart, quests; no 
minors; 8pm (door); $5 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Ratt Poison 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
SmoothRide, Sweet Reprise, 
guests; no minors; 8pm (door), $7 
(door) 


WILD WEST SALOON RedNeck 
Sugar 


PREVUE/ THU, JUM 1 / GREELEY ESTATES / RED'S, $10 (ALL AGES) 
PHOENDK EMO-CORE (OA 1S 1T POST-HARDEORE? POST-EMO? MEH...) 
GROUP GREELEY ESTATES SWINGS THROUGH TOWN AREAD OF THEIR SUM- 
MER GIG ON THE MAINSTAGE OF THEVANS WARPED TOUR. 


RUM JUNGLE Student Night 
Great beats 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NAMLS WLCM: electro, techno. 
with DJ Nik 7, guests; no minors; 
Spm (door); $4 

WUNDERBAR !n and Out: with 
DJ Paul and Frank 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Back Porch 
‘Swing; 8pm; donations 

CASINO EDMONTON Look 
Twice (country/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Lisa 
Hewitt (country/rock) 

LA CITE FRANCOPHONE THE- 
ATRE Cifra Hungarian Folk Music 
Ensemble (CD release concert); 
Bpm; $15 (adult/$12 
{student/senior) at TIX on the 
Square, door 

FOUR ROOMS Mobius; Spm; $5 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 
band; 9-2am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Anna 
Beaumont (jazz); $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE HeadWind 
(pop); 9:30pm; no cover 

JP. RANCH SALOON The Kings 
of Rock ‘n’ Roll 

JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Terry 
Jordan and friends 


\ONSMEN FAIR GROUNDS 
(RAINMAKER RODEO) Sawyer 
Brown (country), Gord Bamford; 
7:30pm; $34.95 tickets at 
TicketMaster 


NEWCASTLE PUB The Fabulous 
Bee Feeders 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
White Cowbell Oklahoma 


(QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL Live 
and Loud IV-New Music Festival: 
On the Brink Crw, Chick Maggot, 
The Subatomics, The McEwens, 
Vigilante Typewriter; part of the 
Carnival of Shrieking Youth; 
6:30pm (door), 7pm (show) 


RED'S Disturbed, Fireball 
Ministry; sold out 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Duke 
Irrational; Spm; $5 


WOODCROFT COMMUNITY 
HALL Uptown Folk Club open 
stage: featuring the Uptown 
Irregulars; 7pm (sign-up), 7:30pm 
(show); $4/free (members) 


XWRECKS The Shufflehound 
{blues/roots); 7:30-11:30pm; no 
cover 


YARDBIRD SUITE Jan Jarczyk 
Group featuring Kent Sangster; 
8pm (door), 9pm (show); $14 
(member)/$18 (guest) 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL 
Ambassador Concert presented 
by Opera NUOVA, opening con- 
cert of 2006 Vocal Arts Festival; 
7:30pm; tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins 
Pops-Stay Tuned: The Five By 
Design Variety Show, Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra; 8pm; $30- 
$70 


—— | i 
PREVUE / SAT, MAY 27./ THE FLAIRS / RED'S, $10 (ALL AGES) 
HOT ON THE HEELS OF THEIR JUST-RELEASED DEBUT ALBUM SHUT UP-AND 
DAIVE, THE FLAIRS BRING THEIR GIAL-POWER ‘BOS METAL SOUND 10 RED'S 
THIS SATURDAY. 
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DANTE'S BISTRO Text 
Messaging Singles Party: For sin- 
gles 25-40; completely anony- 
mous, totally addictive 

ESCAPE Fahrenheit Fridays 


ESMERALDA’S DJ Jimmy 
Friday; 8pm (door) 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Friday 
Nights: with DJ Shocker 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Top tracks, rock, retro with 
DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Furious Fridays: 
Electric Progressive, trance and 
deep house with Vinny Vo, 
Furious Sushi Crew and 
Edmonton DJs 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and "60s soul 
with DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no 
cover before 10pm; $5 (after 
10pm) 

HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip hop, 
Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq 
Friday 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Das OOntz Techno/industrial 
beats with 9pm (door); $5 
O'BYANE'S DJ Finnegan; Spm; 
flo cover 

O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB Brian 
Calnan (keyboard) 

ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: 
Top 40, R&B, house with People’s 
DJ 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with DJ Mikee; $pm-2am: 
no cover 

RED STAR Loaded Friday. indie 
rock and Brit pop with DJ 
Readymade Flyboy 

RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ 
Spinning 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with 
Friday resident DJ Luke Morrison 
STOLU'S Top 40, R&B, house 
with People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with. 
DJ Tysin 


DUS 


ARMOURY Fishbone Fridays: Top 


40 downstairs/retro 80 upstairs 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Element: D'n'B/house/breaks 
with Degree, Phatcat, Neal K, 
Shortee, Sweetz and more 


CALIENTE’S Funktion Fridays 
with DJ Majess and MC Keith. 
Dean, Nitro Sound, DJ 
Invinceable and Babygirl 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S Dance party with DJ 
Alvaro 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy Inertia, 
guests; 1-7am 


WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
Local Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays: Deep funky house with 
Guru Nic-E, Rob Tryptomene, 
Status Inc, Tory P Bree; no 
minors, 1-8an 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 


Acoustiholics 


BELLEVUE COMMUNiTy 
Look out! Here Com: hy 
Again: Notre Dame dec 
Choir: $15 {aduity/sip 
Ing¢ome/retired/senioy 

7pm (door), 8pm |shoyy) 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUsE 
of the Dog: Johnny 


Rozalind MacPhail; 
cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 
Scoggins, Jesse Pe 
Proce; $37 (dinner 
CASINO EDMONTON 
Twice (country/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD | 
Hewitt (Country/ruck) 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) (4 
stage, all age y 


DUTCH CANADIAN HA 
Anniversary Tribute to the im 
Bob Marley: E: 
Explosion, The G! 
Drumming Group: § 
5:30pm (dinner), 821 
$25 (dinner/dance adult) 
15 yrs\/$8 (11 yrs and 

(dance only) available a 
Auto body, Classic Carit 
Cuisine, Sit and Chat Car 
Restaurant 


FOUR ROOMS Mobius, 99m 


HOMEGROWN SOUL sii 
Sat top rap groups; Spm 


JAMMERS PUB S2tu; 
fam, 3-7-30pm; coun 
band, Spm-2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE 1) 
Symington {jazz}; $7 

JEKYLL AND HYDE Hea 
{pop}; 9:30pm; 1: 


J.P. RANCH SALOON 1 
of Rock ‘n’ Roll 


KINSMEN FAIR GROUNDS 
(RAINMAKER RODEO) 
Loverboy, Kim all 
minors, 7:30pm; Korral © 
Series: China White | 
Lyanne Kirk; ticket: 
TicketMaster 


NEWCASTLE PUB |! 
Bee Feeders 


O'BYANE'S On the Patio: 0 
Wynters, Scott Peter 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL: 
and Loud IV-Nev 
Pyro maniacs, 
Heathyr Black, The 
Hoyer; part of the Carn 
Shrieking Youth; 6:30pm (doo! 
7pm (show) 


RED'S Ronin, Whitewall 
Killerbadsac; no mino 
(door), Spm {show) 
RENDEZVOUS Red 1 
release), Warmarch, 8 
Remains (metal) 
SIDETRACK CAFE The Pink 
Mountaintops, The Faunls, Ja 
Bloomsday, Spm; $13 (ac) et 
on the Square 
URBAN LOUNGE Rett ’010% 


WILD WEST SALOON 
Sugar 

XWRECKS The Shuffle 
(blues/roots); 7:30-11:30) 
cover 


YARDBIRD SUITE J 
Group featuring Kent $3 
8pm (door). Spm {show): *! 
{member)/$18 (quest) 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Fest 
City Winds Music Societ 
Grasdahl; 7:30pm; $7 (doo! 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Reincarnations: Da Ca ie 
Singers; 8pm) $15 (adultl $ 
(student/senior) at TIX 00 ne 
Square 


Robb 
ed: The Five 8) 
Show, Edmonl 


WINSPEAR 
Pops-Stay Tun 
Design Variety 


z 


2an LATIN MIGHTCLUB 
nyath Latin band and DJ 
( 
Ap ANCE Soul Heaven 
days: Funky house and 
peatz with Dus T-Bass, 
= Funk and focal/interna~ 
yi guests presented by 
sSound Entertainment; 10 
bes, Spm-sam 
Saturday 
mt House Party: with Urban 
polis featuring Harman B 
ip Kwake 
NIGHTCLUB Saturday 
s Fover-tive to Air: with 91.7 
"Bounce, OY Shocker 
BUDDHA (WHYTE — 
By Top tracks. rock, retro with 
Damian 
SUR SKY Soulout Saturdays 


pei 2 LOUNGE Sizzle 
day, DJ Groovy Cuvy and 


‘ON WHYTE Saturday 
prs: Top 40, A&B, house with 
ple's O 
STAR Indic rock, hip hop, 
Brit pop with S Master iF 
iy’ the 3rd 
ROOM GOMP/Techno 
by Crew, no minors event, 
m (door); $5 (door) 
'$ ON WHYTE Top 40, 
| house with People’s DU 
0 ORLD ROLLER 
{TING DISCO Public skate 1- 
f $6 and 7pm-midnight, 
(rentals) 
ALIGHT AFTERHOURS 
them hard NRG/trance/funky 
Jeff Hillis, OTDR, Big Daddy, 
‘Tweek: 1am-Bam 


(DERBAR Featured DJ and 
# Bands 

ERHOURS Release 
pedays 


SUN 


IVE MUSIC 


iC TRAP AND GILL Ii. 
by (blues/roots); 7-11 pm 


CK DOG FREEHOUSE Got 
Bive It Up: Main Floor: Funk, 
, Motown, disco with DU Red 


0 PG PUB AND GRILL 
fman’s Sunday live open jam 
UES ON WHYTE Cold Feet, 

(Guiboche and friends 


1G0 AND JAMES TEA 
DPPE Open stage with Rhea 
hy 7-10pm 


VENUE 


dam every Sunday; 7pm 
FESTIVAL PLACE Festival 
Singers; 7:30pm; $10 (adult)/$8 
(senior/child) 

JAMMERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam; 4-8pm 

MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
Xavier Rudd, Jeremy Fisher; 7pm 
(door); $24.50 at TicketMaster 


NEWCASTLE PUB Open Stage 
with Willie James and Crawdad; 
3pm 

O'BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie Jam: 
Open stage for all; 9:30pm; no 
cover 


OSCARS PUB Open stage 
Sundays hosted by Chris Wynters 
of Captain Tractor (8-1 1pm) 


(QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL Live 
and Loud IV-New Music Festival: 
Beneath Hope, Aorta, Ignite the 
Airwaves, Within the Ashes, 
Third and Army; part of the 
Carnival of Shrieking Youth; 
6:30pm (door), 7pm (show) 


REXALL PLACE Newsboys 


ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage 
featuring the Digs/Mike 
McDonald alternate weeks; 9-12 


SIDETRACK CAFE DJ) Dudeman, 
Granny Dynamite; Spm; $6 
‘STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 


GALLERY James Kwong and 
David Brundage; 2-3pm 


CLASSICAL 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Thomas 
‘Mead; donations 


KING'S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
Sunday Afternoon Reflection: 
Hiromi Takahashi (oboe), Anne 
Medougall (violin), Dorothy Weiss 
(piano); 3pm; $5 (senior/stu- 
dent)/$10 (adult) at the door 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
THEATRE A Tribute to Gabriela 
Mistral: Por el Amor a la Musica, 
Gabriela Mistral; 3:30pm; $10 
(adv)/$15 (doo#) at TIX on the 


Square 
DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 


Industry Night: with Atomic 
Improv, Jameoki and DJ Tim 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Stardust 
Lounge: with Mz Bianca and Mz 
Vanity Fair, DJ Eddy Toonflash 


CALENTE’S Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays: OJ Invinceable, Game, 
Weapon X, Babygirl 


HALO Popscene: indie hits, for- 
gotten classics, underground 
favourites with S Master F, 
Floormatt, Kyle, G-Spot, Jer-Lo, 
Travy D; 9pm (door); no cover 


RUM JUNGLE Service Industry 
Night 


‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Public skate; 
1-Spm; $5/S4 (rentals) 


STOLL'S Stolli’s House Arrest 
with Johnny Dangerous, Andy 


Inertia, guests 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
‘Where Its At: Dj Sweetz, Propa, 
Degree, Remo guest DJ: no 
minors; no cover (8-Spm)/$4 
{door)/S2 (industry) 
WUNDERBAR Trance, dance 


and rave styles with DJ Regan 
and Co. 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


JULIAN'S PLANO BAR 
Graham's Twisted Jazz 
Standards; 7:30-10;30pm 

LB."S PUB House band; 9:30pm- 
Tam; no cover 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL Jam session hosted by the 
Retro Rockets Band; 8pm 


BUND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage with Mark Ammar 
DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
Open staye with Chris Wynters 
and quest 

JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's jazz favourites 
LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted 
by Gary Thomas 

SIDETRACK CAFE Fury and the 
Mouse, To the Teeth/To the Hilt: 
Spm: $7 (door); Lets Dance; $7 
{door} 

YARDBIRD SUITE Jam session 
with Marty Majorowicz; 8:30pm 
{door}/Spm (show); $3 


PREVUE / SAT, MAY 27 / rn G LAWRENCE ARMS 


STARLITE ROOM, SOLD OUT (ALL 


VAGRANT RECORDS STALWARTS ALKALINE TRIO BRING FELLOW 
CHICAGOITES LAWRENCE ARMS TO TOWN FOR A RARE ALL AGES ENBAGE- 


MENT ATTHE STARLITE 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 
Marco Claveria (samba to Bolero) 
every Monday 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old 
Time Fiddle Jam hosted by the: 
Wild Rose Old Tyme Fidulers 
Society; 7pm 

RIGOLETTO'S CAFE Open stage 
hosted by Dr. Oxide; 7-10pm 
SIDETRACK CAFE Maverick 
Mondays: Open Stage with Ben 
Spencer; Spm; no cover 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with 
Big Tickle; 8:30-11-30pm; no 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 


Mondays: Service Industry Night; 
no minors; Spm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays every Monday with DJ 
Penny Tentiary; Wooftop: Reggae, 
hip flop, funk with DJs Special 
Ed, Culture Shock 


BUDDY'S Ashley Love and DJT 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Meta! 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG 


DJS 


BUDDY'S Malebox, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE Bashment Tuesdays: 
No cover 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, 
R&B with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance les- 
sons 8-10pm 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 
with DJ Dildozer and MC 
Fistinyourface 


THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo 
with BJ Janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Retro night 
music flash backs from the ‘50s, 
"BOs, ‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s; 7pm-12 
midnight; $5/$4 (rentals) 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
TrainWreck Tuesday: Punk Rock, 
8pm (door), no cover 


WUNDERBAR Hipster Twister 


with Twister Board and Dis 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic with Buff Robison; 8pm 


SULIAN'S PIANO BAR Terry 
Jordan and friends 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 


O'BYRANE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm; no cover 


RED'S Jacky!, quest: no minors: 
7pm 

REXALL PLACE INXS. 7:30pm; 
$39.25-$75.25 at TicketMaster 
ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Little Flower open stage 
hosted by Brian Gregg: 8pm 
SIDETRACK CAFE Amanda 
Mabro and the Cabaret Band: 
Jody Glenham; Spm 

URBAN LOUNGE First Aid Kit 
Helden 


WILD WEST SALOON Krysta 


Scoggins 
DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: with DJ Buster 
Friendly; no cover 


BUDDY'S Gurlz Gone Wild 
Midnite; with DJ Eddy Toonflash, 
Mia Fallow, Ashley Love, Yohko 
Oh-no, quests 


ESCAPE Wild on Wednesday 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays: 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/A&B 
with OJ Spincycle 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Wig Out Wednesdays: Psycho 
and Rockabilly with DJ Seizures 


RED STAR Funk ‘n° Soul: funk, 
soul, diseo, nu jazz. reggae, hip 
hop with Cool Curt, Yury, Junior 
Brown, Remo 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with DJ 
Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member) 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Lushious Wednesdays: Retro 
alternative dance with DJ Saturn 
5; no minors; Spm (door); $4 


WUNDERBAR Found one 
Dancehall and Old Schoo! Rap 
with Dj Toma and Aminder Brown 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 * ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 702-1800 * 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St. 432-4611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 499-1271 * AZUCAR 
LATIN NIGHTCLUB 11733-78 St, 479-7400 * BACKORAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9456 « BELLEVUE COMMUNITY HALL 
7308-112 Ave, 455-3628 * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16525 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG 
FREEHOUSE 10425-92 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR 
CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-92 Ave * BOOTS 10242-106 St. 423-5014 * BUDDY'S 
11725B Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CALIENTE 10815 Jasper Ave, 425-0850 * CARGO AND JAMES TEA SHOPPE 10634 
82 Ave, 433-8152 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Arayil Ad, 463-9457 * CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St. 462 
9467 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd. West. 462-6565 * LA CITE FRANCOPHONE THEATRE 
9627-91 St» CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601/455 -8289/487-4844. wwrw.operan 
uova.ca * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St. 472-7696 * DANTE’S BISTRO 17328 Stony 
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THURSDAY MAY 25 


SONIC 102.9 BAND OF THE MONTH 


JETS 10 THEOR 


AND 


22 


seas 


FRIDAY-SATURDAY MAY 26-27 


RATT POON | 


TST: 


WEDNESDAY MAY 31 


FIRST AID KIT 


THURSDAY JUNE 1 


BAD SEED 


FRIDAY-SATURDAY JUNE 2-3 


ey T & 


13 


WITE 


GUESTS | 


HELDEN | 


WHERE THEY ARE 


Plain Rd, 486-4448 « DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 * DRUID (Jasper Ave) 11606 Jasper Ave, 454- 
9928 © DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 » DUTCH CANADIAN HALL 13312-142 St, 420-0760 = ESCAPE 


WEM, Upper level, 444-2335 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festiva! Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378/451- 


8000) * FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 780-961-3117 * FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 1031-109 St * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FUNKY 


IMONTON, ALBERTA 
17-7699 


EATRE SUB, U of A » NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 « NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 + NEW CITY SUBURBS 10031 Jasper Sve, 
Sownstairs, 413-4578 « NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 8430 Gateway Bivd, 432-2003 NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-1034 Ave, 457-9417  O’BYRNE'S 


AYEMLIE 
RY Sir Winston il . 10030-102 St, 428-1099 » STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 * STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 7eSaqg 
420-0448 « TAPHOUSE SNL heree bot 458-0860 « TICKETMASTER 451-8000 TIX ONTHE SQUARE Interpretive Centra, Churchill Sq, 9330-102 Ave, 420- 
we * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 St » URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 429-2388 » VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 * WILD WEST 
»SALOON 1292-50 St, 476-3388 « WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 * WOODCROFT COMMUNITY HALL 12915115 fve, 436 lea *WUNDERBAR 
teal Si. 436-5586 * XWRECKS 10143-50 St, 466-069 * Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, wwwvyafterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0426 « 
‘STERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 
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Friday May 26,2006 


A White owb bell | 10081 Jasper Ave. Polodium Build 


“A Ok ahoma coll 429-CLUB for more info 
www.whitecowbell.com 


The Get-Down 
69 SOUTER ROW SOW 


E-T OWN ‘T 0 W 4 
ages <2]! © | WHITE COWBELL 
CUNGE: METHODICAL BEAT Down 

* OKLAHOMA 
us 82—séANOETIC 


www. whitecowbell.com 


¥ TRL, JUNE 20 
. Pe SHNOLIN' 45°S 
| Qe 


FOMONTON’S FIRST ZOMBIE WALK: 
ZOMBIE YOURSELF OUT, AND MEET DOWNTOW 
TO ROAM AMONGST THE LIVING UNTIL You = & 
RE-ASSEMBLE AT NEWCITY TO ROCK OUT TO 


SWITCHBLADE 
LVALENTINES 


42) \WWEWEEKIY MAY 25-31,2006 


— pe eese, ee . 
ree» 2S 6+> ew ows « > 


Featuring a cappella music for 

single and double Choir, including: 
Healy Willan's “An Apostrophe 

‘To The Heavenly Hosts” 

Samuel Barber's “Reincarnations” 
Johannes Brahms'*Fiinf Gesang” Op. 104 


DA CAMERA 
S I NGERS presents: 


REINCARNATIONS. / 


and (the Dean Lonsdale Band, 
yhich served as a tentative template 
or Jets To Theory), and drummer 
ade Staples is a veteran member of 
e Grant MacEwan College of Music 
Alumni. 

“We can't give it up,” Bacon laughs. 
At the end of the day, it’s really all 
bout playing music. Everything else 


OM 


KLY.C 


KIT OUT A 


C 
‘WI 


sl 
VUI 


( 


always have the ability to carry out 
our dreams and aspirations. Our 
music is trying to be uplifting to 
encourage people to do so, and, not 
to mention, we are fulfilling our own 
dreams and aspirations.” 

Jets To Theory are propelling 
themselves forward not only as the 
so-called “band of the month” on 


John Brough, Conductor 
HEENA ROSSITER / sheena@vueweekly.com —) THU, MAY 25 (0 PM) local mainstream alternative rock 
ocal upstart Jets To Theory = JETS 10 THEORY radio station Sonic 102.9—experienc- 
may be unfamiliar to Edmonton ce URBAN LOUNGE, $5 ing radio play on their latest single x 
listeners, but they area farcry @&~ “Too Vamped Up,” a release from en chi re 
om being a rookie band in the music their self-titled album—but they have pte ay 
ene. been one of the artists selected to be turda ce 
Bassist Davey Bacon previously _is really just gravy.” on Best of Drop Hits, a compilation Sa y, May 27, 2006 — 8pm 
layed bass for SNFU, lead guitarist “Our name, for instance, is based album which is circulated all over Tickets aaa ae 
ie Patterson played in Tanyss Nizi__ on the idea of propelling ideas into _ North American colleges. Serre 38 onthe Scqugres20-1757, 
5 a a 7 wrew.tixonthesquare,ca) or at the door 
ind the Angry Mob, singer and gui- _ action. Increasing momentum,” Lons- “Radio play has helped a lot,” 
larist Dean Lonsdale had hisown dale adds. “We [as people] don’t Davey agrees. “Our music is now www.dacamera.ab.ca 


reaching more people, and it’s a great 
feeling when I see people grooving to 
music of which I'm a part.” 

This week’s show will feature “Too 
Vamped Up” and other tracks from 
their album, and Jets To Theory will 
still rock hard despite Davey Bacon 
having an injured leg—now that’s 
rock ‘n’ roll. w 
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ter. 


ticketmaster.ca 


A PAIR OF TICKETS: 
SEND YOUR NAME AND DAYTIME 
PHONE NUMBER 70 ... 


MINISTRY @ VUEWEEHLY.COM 
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| 
SARAH CHAN / sarah@vueweekly.com 

f you miss the age of nuclear fami- 
I lies, post-war economic boom and 

tft® excitement that accompanied 
the first colour televisions, then Five 
By Design is going to take you for a 
wholesome trip down memory lane. 

The Minneapolis-based production 
company and performance troupe 
have been the brains and brawn 
behind such acts as Radio Days and 
Club Swing. Both of these previous 
productions were a tribute to retro 
tunes, and the group’s new offering 
continues the trend 
Baritone and vocal arranger 
: Michael Swedberg describes Stay 
Tuned as “a full variety show featuring 
music from the ‘50s and ‘60s, includ- 
| ing comedy sketches and commercial 
: montages.” 
| Touring in a 24-foot truck and a 15- 
| passenger van, Five By Design will be 
driving up to Edmonton to sing with 


EAT WIRES CHORDS 
AC 
MOR! 


S| Fl wa HRSA, TUN (8PM) 


fee WITH CONDUCTOR ROBERT BERNHARDT 
SPECIAL GUESTS FIVE BY DESIGN 
WINSPEAR CENTRE, $30 - $70 


the ESO. “This is a full time job for 
us," Swedberg explains. “When we're 
not on the road 200 days of the year, 
we’re in the office creating new 
shows and putting together new 
arrangements.” 

Five By Design has been singing 
together ever since the late ’80s and 
began playing professionally in 1997. 

“We just love performing,” Swed- 
berg enthuses. “It’s so fun, and real- 
ly, the music, singing harmony Is 
really what got us into this. Original- 
ly we were doing covers of other 
groups like Manhattan Transfer, but 
once we started creating these 
shows and arranging for ourselves ... 
there’s something about performing 


a UNIONEVENTS COM 


Sor Cae 
HD) DR sap, AF 1 


METH NO IDEA ARTSTS. 


__ JUNE 6 = 2006 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 

: OTe HERE RST ER SGNOREVEN IS Coat 
SCACTRIRD MEGATONES ZFS (WEN) 


pane Sf 


for the audience and the energy 
that's so wonderful, and it keeps us 
going.” 

Hits like “Girl From Ipanema,” 
“Papa Loves Mambo” and “Lion 
Sleeps Tonight” are the perfect bill for 


pd ZAC HENDRIX, BUYUE ONE & oy Herp.) 


ALSO FEATURING 


LBA & NON STATUS 


doors 9pm - no minors 


= SINISTER JUNESO) STARL TE 


tix:megatunes, blackbird, listen, soular, foosh, 
ticketmaster.ca 451-8000, unionevents.com 


5 A BULSTS & 


THE UNION EVEN 


UNIONTVIS~ COM We BE 


MLY 


ING SHOW HEWS, EXCLUSIVE PRESALES AND MORE! 


TS MAILING LIST @ UNIONEVENTS.COM 


Five By Design, and they couldn’t be 
more excited to sing them in Edmon- 
ton. Swedberg recalls the excellence 
of our ESO and is excited for another 
collaboration. 

“It's been just so wonderful, and 


| For Five by Design, nostalgic variety shows are the spice of life 


doing this full time has just bee; 
incredible,” he gushes. “Being able {o 
do what you love every day and what 
you're passionate about, there is jus| 
nothing that can compare to thait— 
every one of us feels that way.” w 


Released late last year, Underwater Cinematographer is an intoxicating and adventurous 
debut album from indie-rock androids, The Most Serene Republic. Having spent 
the majority last year on tour across Europe and North America with the likes of 
Broken Social Scene, Stars and Feist, and just wrapping up a hugely successful 
Canadian tour with The Strokes, TMSR continue to wow fans and critics alike. 


“This is a band the indie rock 
has been waiting for.”— aimt 
ng, imaginative, hi nbitoce 
J with big choruses and unbridi 
enthusiasm.” — Toronto Star 


many albums make you te 
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‘Drunk teenagers and seniors’ prepare to rock out at the Rodeo” 


oss MOROZ / ross @yueweekly.com : 

or many residents of the quiet, 
nondescript slice of suburbia 
F that is St Albert, the long-run- 
ning Rodeo conjures up 
a flurry of memories, from good 
wholesome family fun on the midway 

to the infamous drunken riot of 1999. 
ror some St Albert musicians, 
though, this year’s Rainmaker will 
| likely be especially memorable—after 
years of attending the annual fair with 
their families (or, as they got a little 
older, with their heavily intoxicated, 
out-past-curfew buddies), these mem- 
pers of up-and-coming local bands 
have been invited to perform on the 
Rodeo’s Hub Showcase Stage, a new 
addition to the event designed to pro- 
vide a venue for festival goers to be 
exposed to the area’s emerging talent. 
“ye been to my share of Rainmak- 
ers, for sure, but I never thought we'd 
end up on that stage,” says St Albert 


55 | FAL MAY 26. SUN, MAY 28 


= | HUB SHOWCASE STAGE 


Be ee SMOOTHRIDE, RAKE, OK CADET 
ST ALBERT KINSMEN RAINMAKER RODEO, $10 


native Phil Wilson-Birks, whose band 
Slowburn will be performing on Sat- 
urday afternoon. “I’ve been going 
since I was a kid, so it’s kind of neat 
to be able to play it.” 

The band, which formed roughly 
two years ago and has been gigging 
around St Albert in places like the 
Blind Pig pub, doesn’t exactly fit in 
with the mostly teenaged punk and 
rock groups also on the bill, because 
of both their blues-rock sound and 
their average age of 50. “We're kind of 
an anomaly, being a blues band and 
an older band in amongst a bunch of 
young punk and metal bands,” he 
admits, “but it’s a great opportunity 
for us to get on a big stage in front of 
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a lot of people who might not ever 
come to see us normally.” 


ROCKERS SMOOTHRIDE atso hope to 
gain some new fans at the Rodeo. 
“When you think of a band’s ideal 
show, you probably think of the Starlite 
Room or whatever, but at 

the same time the Rain- 

maker is such an awesome 
conglomeration of different 

kinds of people, which is 

going to be really fun,” 
drummer Tim Francis 

explains, admitting that he 

is excited to be a part of an 

event he grew up with. 

“I grew up going to the Rainmaker, 
so it’s really cool, because it's part of 
St Albert’s cultural fabric,” he says. 
“Whether you think it’s cheesy or 
whatever, it’s a lot of people trying to 
do something special for the city and 
for charity, which is great.” 


JUNE 


Matt Gerzymisch, whose band Rake 
is based in St Albert, sees the Rain- 
maker's family-festival atmosphere as 
an interesting change from the bars 
and clubs most bands are used to 
playing. “I've been to a fair number of 
festivals and fairs and that kind of 


ST. ALBERT KINSMEN 


thing, and it seems like it's going to be 
a really fun event,” he says, looking 
forward to playing in front of a mostly 
new audience. “If people are coming 
for the rides, they're going to end up 
hearing our music, which lets us get 
exposed to a lot of people who aren't 
really Rake fans to begin with.” 


SINCE 1965 


Local band OK Cadet, meanwhile, 
is just looking forward to the ty. 
“We moved to St Albert when I was in 
grade 5 or so, and in high schgol we 
used to party at the Rainmaker all the 
time,” drummer Kris Fleischauer 
Tecalls. “It's kind of like St Albert's big 

event, and we grew up 
going there, so it’s pretty 
surreal to be up on s 
playing it now.” 

He admits that the 
crowd—typically a mix of 
family types and partying 
youth—might be a little 
tougher to pleasarthan 

usual, but is apparently unfazed 

“Playing in front of that kind of 
crowd, we're just hoping to put on a 
good show and turn some heads,” 
Fleischauer laughs. “Whether it's 
drunk teena senio s in 
the front row rocking out, it’s all 
good.” w 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 


BILLY AND THE LOST BOYS 


WITH BOGART AND MONEY SHOT 
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SMOOTHRIDE 
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TIME iS THE ENEMY 
MERVYN ALBIN + THE DYING EFFECT * BURN IN EVERY STEP 
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NONE MORE BLACK 
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= NEW 
F SOUNDS 


EUX AUTRES 
HELL IS EUX AUTRES 
GRENADINE 


TYLER MORENCY / tyler@vueweekly.com 


Eux Autres has managed to 
wb) create a CD that captures 
THIS ROCKS 


Canada’s complex and deep- 

rooted bilingualism in a half 
hour of bouncy hipster-pop on their 
debut release Hell is Fux Autres ... okay, 
they just sing half of the songs in 
French, and, admittedly, the delicate 
language issues in Quebec were proba- 
bly the last things on the minds of 
brother and sister Nicholas and Heather 
as they wrote their peppy garage rock 
sounds on their drums and guitars. 

The two trade vocal duties back 
and forth, although Nicholas isn’t 
allowed to sing in French, as that isn’t 
nearly as hot as the breathy female 
voice enunciating Parisian lyrics. He 
instead opts for a shy-sounding voice 
that would make Rivers Cuomo pine 
for his days back in the garage. How- 
ever, at the end of closer “Le Projet 
Citron” Nicholas gets to ramble off the 
French Alphabet and phrases like, “Je 
me appélle fear dé non!” 

It’s evident these American folks 
are trying to carve out a new genre 
for themselves. French rock? Hmmm 
... probably not. Maybe Freedom rock? 


JOHNNY CASH 
PERSONAL FILE 
LEGACY 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

Personal File, a double disc 
set of 49 tracks featuring 
Johnny Cash alone with his 
THSROS acoustic guitar and recorded 
mainly in the early ‘70s, is the first 
archival release to surface since 


ist= 


records&cds 


the drift 
scott walker 


top 10 sellers 


01. shut up i'm dreaming sunset rubdown 
02. ships danieison 

03. everything all the time band of horses 
04. he poos clouds final fantasy 

‘05. tomorrow people ost v/a 


Cash’s death in 2003, and the album 
sets the bar mighty high for any other 
releases that might be coming. 

There are a lot of great songs 
here—some are old, traditional tunes 
that have been heard in various forms 
over the years, while others are Cash 
originals. Equally impressive are the 
performances: for one man, Cash has 
an impressive ability to capture atten- 
tion with his music. 

Personal! File's sound is similar to 
1994’s Rick Rubin-produced American 
Recordings, but while that album was 
tight and to the point, Personal File is a 
more sprawling affair, expansive in its 
scope and sounding less like an official 
album then an intimate concert. Cash 
sometimes introduces songs with a 
story, lightly strumming chords under- 
neath until his voice rumbles and the 
song takes over, inviting the listener 
into the world of Cash. While there are 
too many highlights to single out a 
few, one thing is for certain: Cash’s 
world is a wonderful place to be. 


DUSTIN BENTALL 
STREETS WITH NO LIGHTS 
INDEPENDENT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Dustin Bentall’s Streets With 
wu) No Lights feels like the slight- 
est breeze drifting through 
THSROCKS the open desert, providing 
the slightest relief from a sun that’s 
burning down hot from above. Bentall 
and his band have a sound that's 
sparse, yet the terrain it covers is 
wrought with peril. A driving acoustic 
guitar sets the title track off, punctuat- 
ed by a pedal steel guitar ringing out 
like a missed train far off in the dis- 


tance, while “See it Comin” begins as 
a relaxed country tune, just before 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


world class listening problem 


06. color wheel growing 

07. the drift scott walker 

08. fox confessor brings the flood neke case 
09. come up for air the white birch 

10. garden ruin calexica 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 


MUSIC 


Bentall cranks the tension up and 
keeps it building on a shuffling grooy 
until it explodes into the chorus 

The songs are heavy with Sorrow, 
but they aren’t about dying so much, 
as they are about surviving, and tha; 
captured in the music. “Such a 
Shame” is a song of love and |os< 
with heartbreaking lyrics, but the 
also a slide guitar solo that continues 
the story near the end of the so ng 
taking it to unexpected places. Oy 
other tracks, Molly Guldemond ang 
Debra-Jean Creelman provide ha; 
monies that round out Bentall’s raspy 
vocals, giving the songs another 
shade of color. At times, Bentall’s mi 
of rock and country recalls Nei| 
Young, Gram Parsons and Steve Earle 
but he finds his own voice in that mix, 
both lyrically and musically. 


SNOW PATROL 
EYES OPEN 
POLYDOR 


MARC MORIN / marc@vueweekly.com 


¢y This follow-up album from 


one of the UK's biggest 
imports for scenester kids 
THSISOK delivers exactly what their 
fan base is craving. And what is thei: 
key to success? Bleakness. This album 
is filled with the sort of sombre rock 
that has provided them with so much 
success so far. It's not music that you 
would rock out to, and it's not musi 

that you would dance to: it's music 
that you would sort of tilt your head 
and sway to the beat while helping 
provide back vocals for the ooh's and 
ahh's of the songs. 

That doesn't apply to the entire 
album, as tracks like “Hands Open’ 
are a little more rock and roll and cer- 
tainly pick up the beat more-so than 


rd 


SPRING 
CLASSES 


please check the website for more inf 
www.edmontonyogastudio.com 


tel 451.8131 
12039 — 127 Street 


edmontonyogastudio@shaw.c@ 


opener “You're All 1 Have,” but the 
eral feel of the album is sort of 
en, You sort of have to be in the 
nt kind of mood to listen to Eyes 
ey), but, apparently, a lot of you are, 


ZANES AND FRIENDS 
rc THAT TRAIN! 
INCREAS 


rn MORENCY / tyler@vueweekly.com 

Catch That Train! is the latest 
offering from children’s 
musician Dan Zanes and His 
BISOK Friends (his friends, inciden- 
ly, happen to include very capable 
sicians like the Blind Boys of 
bama, Natalie Merchant and Nick 
e). Together, they create a tight 
soulful roots sound. Zanes covers 
eral styles of music like blues, 
ntry and folk—think the O Brother 
jere Art Thou? soundtrack, but for 
-year-old rug rats. 

For a parent, this is a truly great 
idren’s album. For the rest of us, 
buch, it is a bizarre folk/roots album 
{ is less obnoxious than, say, the 
odiebops, but not compelling as a 
yi alone record for adults. 

e key for an adult to enjoy these 
gs might be to play along—Zanes 
ints the chords for his songs in the 
booklet. If you happen to be an 
lomaniac sociopath, you could 
morize your favourite songs, then 
e the CD to your niece or nephew 
d pretend to be a musical genius as 
play along miraculously to the 
ordings. That would be pathetic 
bugh, so don’t do that. 


AND THE LOST BOYS 
T WHY NOT SAY WHAT HAPPENED? 


AC MORIN / mare@vueweekly.com 
Yet Why Not Say What Hap- 
pened? is one of those 
B SUCKS albums that hovers oh-so 
delicately in between the 
ctrum of good and suck. When the 
Sic is in a background state, when 
i are not paying attention to what is 
Aying, you sort of stop and think, 
ley, what is this music in the back- 
bund? Itsounds, you know, alright.” 
Unfortunately, when you drop what 
are doing and pay attention to the 
Sic you realize that it really isn't 
at good. Worse yet, with every song, 
is cycle continues. This album 
lunds like what kids who love Fall- 
ut Boy would consider edgy and 
‘ol—in fact, Billy and the Lost Boys 
basically Fallout Boy with a female 
Bd singer. 
The best 1 can offer is that this 
PUM would go over well with 95 per 
Nt of those MySpace kids with 
“ep” and “thoughtful” pictures of 
selves in the mirror of their par- 
‘s' bathroom next to their giant 
»¢ of acne medication. Hot. 


Todd Gesshe discusses Public\Bnemy's 
Apocalypse 91: The Enemy Strikes Black 


DISTANT REPLAY 


(—} 

[== 

FS | STEVEN SANDOR 

CS | distantreplay@vueweekly.com 


Straight out of Calgary, the Rocky For- 
tune have crossed the country, winning 
fans with a blend of rock attitude with 
folk-borne lyrical soul. 

Their 2004 album, Sway, saw the 
band combine Motown, ‘80s Brit-rock 
and some cooked-up-in-the studio gui- 
tar jams. The group is currently work- 
ing on a follow-up record with 
producer Josh Gwillam, known for his 
work with atmospheric Saskatchewan 
metal punks Ghosts of Modern Man. 

The new album should be done in 
the late autumn. After that, the Rocky 
Fortune hopes to tour both America 
and Europe. 

Todd Gesshe, TRF’s singer and bass 
player, considers his band’s music to 
be a form of folk; he wants to connect 
with audiences, for them to feel 
inspired by the work. And he also con- 
siders rap to be a form of modern, 
urban folk, so you shouldn't be 
shocked that he chose Public Enemy's 
Apocalypse 91: The Enemy Strikes 
Black as his choice as the album that 
most influenced his musical career. 

Even with Kanye West dissing 
George Bush on national TV, Public 
Enemy is still the most socially con- 
scious, and best, rap band ever. Chuck 
D could create killer rhymes while 
addressing issues of race, social injus- 
tice, drugs and politics, and not once 
need to mention the size of his dick. 
Flavor Flav, his gold-toothed sidekick, 
acted almost as a mascot, while 
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LIVE 
FROM BLACK MOUNTAIN 


This bald douche-whistle 
Keeps rewriting the same song 
Stop giving him cash! 


SQUARE ROOT OF MARGARET 
CLOUD NINE REVISITED 
INDEPENDENT 

All around pleaser 


Lurching indie guitar-fest 
Mit synthesizer! 


THURSDAY 

A CITY BY THE LIGHT DIVIDED 
VICTORY 

Their huge slick sound is 


Inversely proportional 
To testicle size 


GEORGE THOROGOOD 
AND THE DESTROYERS 


EAGLE 

About as painful 
And predictable as a 
Colonoscopy 


turntablist Terminator X mixed samples 
at a breakneck pace. 

Apocalypse 91 was PE's stand 
against institutionalized racism, from 
the descriptions of slave ships in 
“Can't Truss It,” to a slam against a 
state that refused to recognize Martin 
Luther King Day ("By the Time | Get to 
Arizona”) to Chuck D’s observation that 
“Now the KKK wears three-piece 
suits,” the album didn't back away 
from controversy. 

For Gesshe, then a Grade 5 student 
in Olds, hearing PE was a musical 
epiphany. 

“It really impressed a kid living in 
Olds just how powerful music can be,” 
he says. “At that age, it opened my 
mind to what was going on in the 
world. Chuck D just wanted to tell it 
like it was on record. Really, this is folk 
music.” 

But the music wasn’t just about the 
message. The album also features Ter- 
minator X at his most frantic—there’s 
a real emphasis on making the music 
sound as soulful as possible, in a ‘70s 
funk kind of way. Soul Train, Curtis 
Mayfield, Grand Funk Railroad; that's 
where he got his inspiration. 

“The music that Terminator selects 
and samples for this record is insane,” 
says Gesshe. “It amazes me when an 
artist can take music that already 
exists and turn it into something 
entirely new. And what Terminator X 
did on that record was like nothing 
that had ever been put on record 
before and has not been matched.” 

Edmontonians will get to sample 
the Rocky Fortune when the band plays 
the Sidetrack with the Johnsons this 
Fri, May 26. w 


CHEIKH LO 

LAMP FALL 
NONESUCH 

Can't understand this! 


But that’s because | don’t speak 
Pidgin’ Lingala 


FOREVER NEIL DIAMOND 
ida TO NEL DIAMOND 


Best tribute EVAHHHH.. 
Except for UB40 
Guh ... | can’t stand ‘em 


THE PINKER TONES 

THE MILLION COLOUR REVOLUTION 
NACIONAL 

The Spanish Outkast: 


Pickin’ and choosin’ the best 
Of pop’s rich bounty 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 

WWE: RECKLESS INTENT 
COLUMBIA 

Obviously fake, 

Talentless and juvenile 
And that's just the bands ... 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
CLASSIC AFRICAN-AMERICAN 


BALLADS 
SMITHSONIAN FOLKWAYS 


Fine collection of 
Old-schooley goodness, great for 
Summer porch sittin’ w 


MUSIC 


LIVE A'T 


MAY ADAIR 
S] [> WITH GUESTS 
YOUR BLEEDING HEART 
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DOORS 7PM « ALL AGES » $10 COVER 


47 _RONIN 


WHITEWALL © KILLERBADSAD 
DOORS 8PM * NO MINORS » $8 COVER 


JUNE GREELEY 
1 ESTATES 
YESTERDAY RISING @ SO THEY SAY 


THE STILETTO FORMAL © COVETTE © DIFINITY 
DOORS GPM « ALL AGES « $7 ADVANCE / $10 DOOR 
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And you thought your first junior 
high dance was embarrassing 


5S /TOTALLY GAY 


=> | LIKE FOSTER 
S| intallygay@vueweekly.com 


| used to sound like a girl. For half of my 
life, my voice was so high-pitched that 
each time | would answer the phone, the 
person on the other end would just start 
talking to me as if | was my mom or my 
sister: “Shirley, I'm so glad | caught you. 
We just have to talk about what you're 
bringing to the potluck. Teri's taken care 
of the meat dish but... ” 

“This isn’t Shirley Mrs Collins. It's ...” 

“Oh, I'm so sorry Carly. ls your mom 
home?” 

“It's not Carly either. It's Luke.” 

“Oh dear.” 

Those phone calls went on until | was 
15, when puberty finally did me a favour 
and dropped my voice about 10 octaves. 
But it literally happened overnight. | 
went to bed sounding like a girl and 
woke up sounding like a 40-year-old 
man. 

| knew the next day at school would 
be painful—kids can be more cruel than 
gay boys—so | planned to stay silent 
and stave off the embarrassment for as 
long as | could. Well, five minutes into 
first-period, my social studies teacher 
called on me to read aloud from the text- 
book. | wanted to throw up, but | knew 
that I'd have to say something eventual- 
ly, so | made the most fearless decision 
of my life and debuted my newly devel- 
oped baritone in front of the whole 
class. 

| barely got three words out about the 
Industrial Revolution, when my teacher 
stopped me. “Good for you Luke!” she 
exclaimed. “It's about time!” She then 
proceeded to clap and the rest of the 
class joined in her applause, laughing 
and patting me on the back. It was sur- 
real, like something you'd see on a sit- 
com. | almost started crying, but to my 
surprise, no one made fun of me. That 
was the day | gained a new voice and 
grew a set of balls, well, figurative ones. 
Puberty wasn’t that cruel to me. 

After that, | realized, while | might 
possibly be the most embarrassing per- 
son alive, | really didn’t care, because 
nothing | would ever do in the future 
could possibly be as terrifying as what 
had just happened. Or so | thought. 


WHEN | FIRST moved to the city, | had 
no gay friends and had never been on a 
rea\ date with a guy. To remedy the 
problem, | decided to hit up the Roost— 
by myself. To make it easier to strike up 
conversation with someone, | thought I'd 
smoke—you know, so | could ask some- 
one for a lighter or a cigarette. But | had 
never smoked in my life, so there | was, 
on the patio, holding on to a cigarette 
that kept on going out because | didn’t 
know that, to keep it lit, you had to 
inhale. 

My plan did work; a really attractive 
guy came up to me and asked if | needed 
a light. After several failed attempts to 
light the cigarette | had in my mouth, he 
said, “You don't smoke, do you?” 

“Nope. | just wanted to make conver- 
sation with someone and it worked.” 

That guy and | lasted through several 
dates, a Lucinda Williams concert and 


an even more awkward make-out ses- 
sion that'll be fodder for another column. 

Emboldened by my audacity, | decided 
that, since | had my first, albeit brief, 
relationship it was time for me to get a 
GBFF. | worked for the same organization 
as Richard, in different departments and 
on different floors. | actually had no idea 
if he was gay or not, but he looked like a 
homo and | decided to find out one day 
in the cafeteria. | walked up to him and 
asked, “Hi Richard. Are you gay? 
Because | am and I’m new to the city 
and | don’t really know any other gay 
people and thought that we could hang 
out sometime.” 

He was taken aback, but appreciated 
my forwardness. He turned out to be gay 
and graciously invited me over to his 
house the next weekend to meet his 
partner. We've been friends ever since. | 
even baked 13 separate desserts for his 
wedding a year ago. 

These are the stories | tell my gay 
friends when they're worried about what 
other people might think, when they 
hesitate before approaching someone at 
the bar or asking someone out for an 
innocent, Archie-comic style date. 
Because being gay is all about being 
embarrassed—mistaking straight peo- 
ple for gay, or lesbians for 12-year-old 
boys, dancing like a tool at the club, 
wearing a pair of studded jeans that 
looked so good when you tried them on 
in the store—especially in a city with 
such a small gay population where 
everybody knows everybody. And we all 
know that everybody talks. 

So next time you're afraid of doing 
something bold, all you have to do is say 
to yourself, “This can't possibly be 
worse than what happened to that Luke 
guy.” The worst thing that could happen, 
never usually does. 

So please, feel free to use me as an 
excuse for talking to a stranger you think 
is cute. Except that if you end up getting 
a date by fake-smoking, you should 
know that you're probably going to end 
up dating a smoker. w 
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CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 
13212-106 Ave ® Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne 
Racine * Every Tue (1-3pm) 


FINANCIAL LITERACY EDUCATION Vibrant 
Communities Edmonton, 10237-104 St (428-1866) * Free 
orientation session ® May 31 (6-7pm) © Pre-register 


KAREN KAIN Art Gallery of Alberta, 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (424-2787) © Talk about the future of the 
arts in Ganada and the role of government funders like 
the Canada Council in sharing the benefits of the arts 
with all Canadians ® Mon, June 5 (7pm) ® Free, pre- 
register at deborah@edmontonarts.ab.ca 


KEITH HARDER Art Gallery of Alberta Lecture Theatre 
(426-0072) © Alberta Society of Artists, slide presen- 
tation and lecture presented by Keith Harder * May 
25 (7pm) © Free 


LIFE BEYOND ADDICTIONS Royal Alberta Museum, 
12845-102 Ave (488-1160) © Lecture by Earnie Larsen 
© May 26 (7:30-9pm) and May 27 (10am-1pm) * $75 
{for two lectures) 


LONG TERM CARE Royal Canadian Legion, 6 Tache 
Street, St. Albert (449-1816) © Featuring speaker Bill 
Moore-Kilgannon * Mon, May 29 


NO MORE BULL NAIT's Shaw Theatre (469-1448) « 
Presentation by Howard Lyman, ex-farmer, rancher and 
feedlot operator, featuring his latest book and video 
documentary Mad Cowboy ® Fri, May 26 (7pm) * Free 
(donations) 


RACE UNITY SERIES 2006 Edmonton Baha'i Centre 
9414-111 Ave (481-6977) ® Lectures, programs and 
discussions on teaching our children to appreciate/cel- 
ebrate diversity * Sat, June 3(2-4pm) 


ROMANCE WRITERS OF EDMONTON Grant 
McEwan, Rm 5-238, 
www.romancewritersedmonton.com * First and third 
Thu ea. month (7-9:30pm) 


SECURITY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES Grant MacEwan, 
City Centre Campus, 10700-104 Ave, Rm 6-212 (425- 
4644, ext. 1) * A symposium with speakers from the 
Senior Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), 
Canadian Security Intelligence Services (CS1S) and the 
Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) © Sun, May 
28, registration: 12.30pm/session: 1-4.30pm * Free 


TOURETTE SYNDROME FOUNDATION Academy of 
King Edward, 8525-101 St (1-856-824-9764) « Movie 
Night and AGM, support meeting, informal sessions to 
provide support for parents of children with TS © First 
Wed ea month (7:30pm) www.tourette.ca * Wed, June 
7 (6:45pm) 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION 

www boreal.net/wta * Meet at Bonnie Doon Recycle, 
85 St, 85 Ave (469-7948); free guided hike, approx. 
10km at Hastings Lake South; May 28 (9am) 


WELCOME TO CO-HOUSING EDMONTON Stanley 
Milner Library, Centennial Am © Information session 
on building a centrally located, environmentally sus- 
tainable co-housing, presentation by Gerry Kilgannon * 
Sat, May 27 (1-3pm) 


WHAT'S AT THE HEART OF CREATIVE EXPRES- 
SION IM OUR LIVES? Orange Hall, 103358-84 Ave 
{990-2033) * Explore the meaning and dynamic inter- 
play between Life and the Arts with Markus Alexander 
and Carrie Macleod * May 25 (8-10pm) * $5 (drop-in) 


WHAT'S UP IN CHIAPAS? Intemational Centre, U of A 
(462-1871) * A conversation with Juanita Cruz Jimenez, 
she will be speaking about the struggles facing indige- 
nous women in Mexico * June 1 (7pm) © Free 


WOMEN IN BLACK in front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market ® Silent vigil every 1st and 3rd Sat 
€a month, stand in silence for 4 world without violence 


(10-11am) 
QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, 
sexual, gender differences in education and culture 
focus group * Contact Dr Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta,ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton * Social 
group for bi-curious and bisexual women © 2nd Thu ea 
month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-6636) » 
Open daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 * Mon: Amateur strip contest 
(12:30); DJ Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: Free pool, 
Malebox. DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Gurlz Gone Wild 
Midnite: with DJ Eddy Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley 
Love, Yohko Oh-no, guests * Thu: Wet Undies Contest 
(12:30): with DJ Squiggles, Yohko Oh-no # Fri: DJ 
Alvaro dance party, male strippers * Sat: Theme par- 
ties, leather/fetish dungeon, free pool, poo! tourna~ 
ment, DJ Arrowchaser ® Sun: Stardust Lounge with 
Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair (11pm), DJ Eddy 
Toonflash 


EVENTS 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper 
Ave (482-7960) © Open 24/7 * wvewgayedmonton.com 
EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business 
mixer: Network and share contacts in the GLBT busi- 
ness community * Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456-Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact?/@hivedmon- 
ton.com ® Programs and support services for people 
affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related illness- 
es. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduc- 
tion, education, advocacy and public awareness cam- 
paigns 

INGLEWOOD HALL 12515 116 Ave (488-3234) ¢ 
Spring Fever Community Garage Sale and Flea Market # 
BBO and concession by the Pride Centre of Edmonton * 
May 27 (11am-6pm) © $2, proceeds from this event are 
a fund raiser for the Pride Centre of Edmonton for pro- 
gramming. 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus © Campus-based organiza- 
tion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer 
(UGBTO) faculty, graduate student. academic, straight 
allies and support staff © 3rd Thu ea month (fall/winter 
terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
{kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliving- 
positive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) © Providing confi- 
dential peer support to people living with HIV © Every 
Tue (7-Spm): Support group * Daily drop-in, peer coun- 
selling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490- 
7332) © Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment 
and harm reduction in French, English and other 
African languages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) 
* Free (member)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm ® Recreational and com- 
petitive swimming with coaching, beginners encour- 
aged to participate. Socializing after practices © Every 
Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 10010-109 St (488- 
3234) © Open 10am-10pm * Open 10am-10pm * Bears 
Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun ea month (1-6pm, TV 
foom) * Trans Education/Support Group: Support and 
education for transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, 
two-spirited and questioning individuals, 1st, 3rd, last 
Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cody * Sunday Night Men's 
Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion group; 
every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at 
fobwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and Family 
Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Noelle, 
friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca © 
Monday Movie Night Movie nights with themed movies 
and discussion afterwards; every Mon * Community 
Potluck Dinner: 2nd Mon ea month (7pm) ® Womens 
Spirituality Group: Drumming circle 2nd Wed ea month 
(7pm), in Rm 1 with Kucutzi * Bisexual Discussion 
Group: Mixed social and discussion group drop-in; 1st, 
$rd Tue ea month (7pm) Am A, with Vanessa edmbi- 
group@yahoogroups.com * TTIQ Alliance; Support 
meeting for transgender, transsexual, intersex and ques- 
tioning 2nd Tue ea month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718- 
1412 © GLBT Seniors Drop-In: Every Wed (10;30am- 
3:30pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 ¢ HIV Outreach: 
Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * In Together Out 
Together Get Together. A welcoming group for GLBT 
members in their 20s, 30s and 40s 1st and 3rd Fri ea 
month, hosted by Robert Blatchford * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth support and social group; 
every Sat {7-9pm); yuy¥@shaw.ca; 
www.members.shaw.ca/yuy ® NDP LGBT Caucus: last 
Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 © Parents Rock the 
World Workshops: PFLAG series for parents and ques- 
tioning children; Feb-June, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 1524-101 St, back entrance 
(990-0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun-Thu 
8pm-3am, Fri-Sat Bpm-4am * Wed: Amateur strip with 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro * Thu: Rotating 
shows: Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest Link game 
2nd and last Thu with DJ Jazzy * Fri: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: 
New European music with DJ Outtawak Downstairs: DJ 
Jazzy * Sat: Every Sat like new years: Upstairs: Monthly 
theme parties with DJ Jazzy; Downstairs: New music 
with DJ Dan and Mike * Long weekend Sundays: Betty 
Ford Hangover Clinic Show: Every long weekend with DJ 
Jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat 
$4 (member)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) « 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
(noon) © Sat-Wed: With Annie and Tizzy (7-12pm) * 
Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BECHA KPACHA-VESNA KRASNA Muttart 
Conservatory, 9626-96A St (496-8755) * A celebration 
of Ukrainian art featuring folk-art, choral concerts, 
pysanka demonstrations, traditional weaving, dancing 
and more * Until June 4 


CARNIVAL OF SHRIEKING YOUTH (499-1271, the- 
atresqured.com * PCL Theatre, Trans-Alta Arts 
Bams, 10330-84 Ave; New Play Festival; until May 
28 © Queen Alexandra Hall, 10425 University Ave; 
Live and Loud I: New Music; May 26-28 Red 
Strap, 10305-97 St; Expressions: Visual Arts; until 
May 30 © Metro Cinema, 9528-101A Ave; Film It; 
May 29-30 


INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL Arden 
Theatre, St. Anne Street. and other venues throughtout 
St. Albert (459-1542/451-8000) * Featuring puppetry, 
theatrical, music, dance and storytelling * May 30, 31 
June 1-3 © $9 (adult}/$7.50 (child) $2 (site activity), $5 
(workshop) © Tickets available at Arden Theatre box 
office, TicketMaster 


KURIMOTO JAPANESE GARDEN SPRING FESTI- 
VAL Devonian Botanic Gardens (987-3054) * Featuring 
Japanese cultural demonstrations, tea ceremonies, 


Chigire-E, Bonsia display, Karate and Kend; " 

tions, ‘aie, Wace dancers, and the vain : 
Drummers ® June 4(1-4pm) * Regular admiss 
fates apply ; ‘ 


MAYOR'S EVENING FOR THE ARTS \v/,;,..,, 
Centre (428-1414) © Performances and aWards 
brating visual and performing artists and my 
well as those companies who are tireless in «), 
port of the arts * Mon, May 29 © Tickats 3\;,,, 
the Winspear box office ee 
MEXICAN GALA Westbury Theatre, Transits 1 
Barns, 10390-84 Ave (450-1757) © Dinner ania 
$50 at TIX on the Square * June 4 {Spm} 


NABIS' BRAIN INJURY AWARENESS \ 
Hotel (479-1757) © Kick Off Breakfast enn ren 
speaker Lesley Miller ® Fri, June 2 (7-9 80am) 5 a 


Bx) 
NEXIFEST Theatre Network, 10708-124 (453 
2440) The Syncrude Next Generation Aris fesy,.. 
features the work of over 400 hot, talented ‘youn - 
artists, from Edmonton and beyond-showcasing. 
works of dance, theatre, music, visual art ‘thn a 
more! Nextfest 2006 is the birthing Place for C a 
next wave of the arts ® June 1-11 


OPEN FARM DAY Barnswallow Corner Farm, Hw) 
and 616 (387-8588) ® Rhubarb juice, tour of tne. 
den, local musio, and a bonfire * Sat, May 27 (1.5, 


© $3 (parking) 
PUBLIC INTEREST AWARD CEREMONY 83:77; 
House, 11010-142 St * Public Interest Alberta/Tatin, 
Action-Making a Difference: featuring speaker Map 
Pat Mackinnon * June 3(1-3:30pm) ; 


RAINMAKER RODEO St. Albert, 
www.rainmaker.ab.ca ® May 26-28 


RELAY FOR LIFE Foote Field, U of A Campus 
Www.cancer.ca (437-8419) * Fundraising event « 
May 26-27 (7pm-7am) 

RUSSIAN ARTS FESTIVAL St. John's Cultura) 
10611-110 Ave (240-5886) * Russian musi 

art exhibition, and traditional Russian food © 
(2pm) * $10 (adult)/$5 (student/senior)/free (chi 
under 5) / 
ST. ALBERT GRAIN ELEVATOR PARK AND Thul 
STATION 4A Meadowview Dr, St. Albert (459-440) 
ALL ABOARD... © at, May 27 (1-5pm); opening care 
mony (4pm) 1 
SMALL ARMS TIADING INFORMATION FAIR 
Stanley Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Chur 
Sq (439-8725) ® Until May 29 


SPRING FLING FUNDRAISER Reed's Bazas in fo 
Edmonton Park ® A sneak peek at the 2006-2007 
Shadow Theatre season, hosted by Peter Brown) and 
silent auction ® Sat, June 3 (8pm) * $50 at TX ong 
Square 

STROLL FOR LIVER Edmonton Rundle Park 
www.liverca/Events/Stroll_for_Liveraspx * Walk’ 
the Canadian Liver Foundation * May 27 © Process 
will go to children’s liver research and education 
A TASTE OF AFRICA St. Andrew's United Church 
(452-4454) © Experience a taste of Africa throug! 
story, music and food © Fri, June 2 (cocktails: 6 2pq) 
dinner: 7am) * $45, proceeds to support the Face tq 


Face Zambia 
KARAOKE 


CASTLEDOWN'S PUB 16753-100 St * Every ive 

(Spm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment r 
CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4288) # 
Every Sun (8pm-12): with Jeannie 
CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Ri (*72 
7696) * Every Thu 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne fi * 
Every Tue (Spm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions 
ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave © Every Mon (Spm): with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 
GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every Tue-We 
(9:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
HAWKEYE'S TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) © Every 
{8pm-midnight): with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke 
Productions 

HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave © Every Thu (8:30pm) 
with Prosound Productions 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) © 
Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am); Gord's Best Live Singing Ste 
MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) # Fridays 
karaoke (Spm-late): with Chris 
MOJ0’S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan * 
Every Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 
O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (462-8165) * 
Every Thu (Spm-1am) 
ORLANDO'S 1 © Every Wed (Spm-lam): with I! Ye 
Entertainment 
ORLANDO'S 3 6104-104 St * Every Mon (2pm-tot 
with Off-Key Entertainment 

PEPPERS Westmount Mall (Wj, 135 St. 113 Avelt 
8022) © Every Thu (9:30pm-1:30am): with Gord from 
Stonerock Productions 

RATT 2-900 Students’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 St 
Campus © Hey, What Are These Tunes Called? 
That Tune every Tue with Colin Krieger * Karaoke 
baby: every Wed (Spm): with Colin and Darrel! 

ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown. 1060410 
‘St (423-3499); every Mon-Sat (Spm); Sun (7pm) *" 
Ruth © Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600), daily 
(9:30pm) © Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-72 ’ 
every Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St. 63 Ave. of 
Thu-Sat (9pm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) * Every Tue, f° 

(7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 

YESTERDAY'S St. Albert * Every Thu (230579 
with Off-Key Entertainment 
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(WAR 21-APR19) 
nald Rumsfeld never listens to anything 
the voices inside his own head, 
‘e San Francisco Chronicle columnist 
Carroll. While this is an unfortunate sit- 
on, given the fact that the US Secretary 
: fense has so much power over others, 
ot all that uncommon. Many people 
ly consult any opinions besides those 
originate in their own imaginations. 
from time to time, all of us get tem- 
ily typnotized by the rants of the little 
«in our heads. You're especially at risk 
rat to happen in the near future, Aries. 
are two things you can do to ensure it 

‘t. First, cultivate an ironic distance 
31d those inner voices and evaluate 
t they say with rigorous objectivity. 
ond, listen hard to people who are both 

ghtful and humble. 


AUS (APR 20- MAY 20) 
sys show that 21 per cent of the popu- 
yn say they're “regularly bored out of 
minds.” If those surveys included 
ological data in their research, | bet 
‘d find that among Tauruses who suf- 
outs of boredom, 85 per cent are most 
eptible to that state during the end of 
and the first half of June. | encourage 
io make dramatic efforts to keep your- 
mulated and amused in the coming 
Don't fall prey to the lowest common 
minator of plain old ordinary fate. Use 
imagination to fill your schedule with 
ity, intrigue, learning experiences and 
adventure. 


CLASSIF 


PASE PAINE ZB 1806 
Di NN THe THESOAY BEFORE PUBLCATON 
CLASSES 


p in Meditation Classes —Thursdays 7-9pm 
ital guided meditations, teachings discussion and 
Awarm community with resident Buddhist monk. 
one welcome! Gameau United Pl. 11148-84 Ave 
Ph 412-1006 www. MeditationEdmonton.org 


HELP WANTED 


Souvlaki Of Greece on Whyte Avenue seeking 

Hiate full and part time employees, No fast food 

Hence required. Speedy and fun atmosphere. Call 
Rima at 457-6560 or 436-1442 


orks: Theatre workshops for adults, July 6-9 
13-16. For information call 422-8162 or visit 
www.theatrealberta.com 


ets wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night), Thu (day), 
FFT. Must have mini-van or truck, Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


eking experienced stylists and estheticians. 
Apply in person to 10536-124 Street. 
For more info call 496-9977 


HIRING FACE TO FACE FUNDRAISERS 


Whether you are looking for a great 
*« job or whether you are interested in 


Public Qutreach Edmonton 
ice: 780-436-9896 
Cell: 780-708-6215 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

“Do you want to sell sugar water for the 
fest of your life, or do you want to change 
the world?” That's the question asked by 
Mare Hedlund in the intro to his speech 
“Proverbs for Entrepreneurs.” Since you're 
experiencing new opportunities to bring 
More of the entrepreneurial spirit into your 
life and work, | thought I'd offer you a few 
of his suggestions. (1) Pay attention to any 
idea that won't leave you alone; (2) give 
people what they really need, not neces- 
sarily what they say they need; (3) if you 
keep your brilliant ideas secret for fear 
they'll be stolen, people will hide their 
brilliant ideas from you. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Every one of us has at some time in the 
past created a monstrous thing—a terri- 
ble relationship, a big mistake in judg- 
ment, or a wrong move that damaged our 
credibility, integrity or income. According 
to my reading of the astrological omens, 
it’s a perfect time for you to atone for 
your own personal monstrosity—to make 
amends, seek forgiveness, and fix what's 
possible to correct. | also urge you to ana- 
lyze the unconscious patterns that led you 
to act in such a distorted way. Any hard- 
won understandings you gain now will 
serve as beacons that'll help prevent you 
from veering off course again. 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 

Author and peace activist Anne Herbert 
coined the suggestion, “Practice random 
acts of kindness and senseless acts of 
beauty.” Recently | found myself driving 
behind a battered blue truck with a 
bumper sticker that had a variation on that 
advice: “Commit random acts of beautiful 


EDS 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach, 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


Are you a music fan looking 
for part-time work? 
Come join our team! 

Please drop a resume off in 

person Tuesday through 
Sunday after 8p.m., and 


Thursdays from 12p.m. on, at: 
10030-102 St 
Or call 428-1099 for more info 
Hiring all positions 


freachenglisnfoverseac 
TESOL 5 Days In-Class or 


, | 

coolness.” Now, just in time for your Sea- 
son of Ingenious Compassion, Leo, | have 
borrowed from them both to create an 
oracle that’s in perfect alignment with 
your astrological omens: commit random 
acts of the coolest kindness and most 
intriguing beauty you can dream up. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP22) 

Have you heard of the Lorax, the fuzzy 
yellow hero of the Dr Seuss story? When 
a greedy factory owner moves into his 
idyllic little paradise and begins despoil- 
ing the forest, the Lorax complains on its 
behalf, saying, “| speak for the trees, 
because the trees have no tongues.” Be 
like the Lorax, Virgo. Stand up for those 
who are too meek or weak or inarticulate 
to defend their own interests. It’s the 
right thing to do, and besides, by doing so 
you will make connections that generate 
lucky breaks for you. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

William Vollman is an author who travels 
the world in search of crazy experiences 
to write about. In the course of his adven- 
tures, he has lived with prostitutes in 
Cambodia, hung out with rebel insurgents 
in Afghanistan, and almost died on two 
occasions. Despite having lived the equiv- 
alent of 10 lifetimes, however, he’s not 
jaded. Reviewing his work in The New 
York Review of Books, Michael Wood 
says Vollman has “seen it all but he still 
hasn't lost his innocence.” Your assign- 
ment right now is to achieve a Vollman- 
esque state of open-minded freshness as 
you seek out adventures that are as feisty 
(though not as risky) as Vollman’s. It's 
time for you to cultivate what Zen practi- 
tioners call beginner's mind. 


THE PERFECT 
PART-TIME 
OPPORTUNITY! 


© Evenings for Homemakers 
© Afternoon or Evenings for 
Students 


© Close to LRT 


© Hours to suit almost every 
C) 

© Casual Dress and 

comfortable Environment 

© Hourly Rate and Great 

Bonuses Paid Weekly 


CALL 
702-5519 
482-5859 


MASSAGE THERAPY 


If you're tired of insufficient therapies call Heidi @ 


483-1658, 1-780-632-3515. Therapeutic massage 
Licence: 7439417-0017439415-001. 


Online/Correspondence 
1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar 
Tuesday @ 7pm 


com 


globalteso 


Overseas Job 
Guaranteed! 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

According to mythologist Michael Meade, 
feal warriors are those who are experts 
at avoiding violence. They know how to 
prevent the escalation of conflict. They're 
skilled at resolving problems before they 
explode. In fact, Meade says, war breaks 
out only when there are no authentic 
warriors involved in the situation. In this 
spirit, Scorpio, | exhort you to cultivate 
your skills as a warrior. You can be instru- 
mental in dispersing the brewing tension 
well before it erupts into a brawl. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

In 2005, a band called the Mountain Goats 
released the album The Sunset Tree. They 
dedicated it “to young men and women 
anywhere who live with people who 
abuse them.” In this spirit, I'm dedicating 
your horoscope to those of you who prom- 
ise to sever your connection to people 
who abuse you and to those of you who 
vow to never again tolerate a relationship 
with anyone who treats you with chronic 
disrespect. The next eight weeks will be 
prime time for you to ask for more good 
Magic from all your intimate alliances. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Twice a year you enter a short-lived phase 
in your astrological cycle when tough chal- 
lenges are the best gifts you can possibly 
receive. This is one of those times. To hon- 
our this richly disconcerting moment, | offer 
you two gems from sages who understood 
haw to get the most out of their trials. Psy- 
chologist CG Jung: “We need difficulties; 
they are necessary for our health.” Albert 
Einstein: “We can't solve problems by using 
the same kind of thinking we used when 
we created them.” 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 -FEB 18) 

Your power animal is the queen bee, 
which lays up to 2 000 eggs a day in the 
spring. Like her, you are stupendously 
fertile. You're capable of so much cre- 
ative expression that it could take 
months for you to ripen all the new life 
that you're now spawning. Just because 
you have this potential, however, doesn’t 
guarantee that you will use it well 
There's an important step you can take to 
help ensure that you do: treat yourself 
with the same care, reverence and opti- 
mism you would a woman who's nine 
months pregnant. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

Sri Lankan-born overachiever Suresh 
Joachim has a fascinating hobby: he 
attempts outlandish feats that get him 
written up in the Guinness Book of World 
Records. Among his many successes, 
he's the current champion in the category 
of marathon TV watching. Given your cur- 
rent astrological omens, Pisces, you 
could exceed his mark of 70 consecutive 
hours. You have the potential to achieve 
miraculous levels of laziness. It's my duty 
to inform you, however, that this same 
tendency could be directed in more con- 
structive directions, even if you're less 
likely to be cited for them in the Guin- 
ness book. For example, your capacity for 
breakthrough meditation is at a peak 
With a few hours of intense prayer and 
self-examination, you could dissolve 
complexes that have plagued you for 
many moons. You also possess the ability 
to achieve marvelous states of relaxed 
stillness that will fill you with expansive 
new understandings of the way life really 
works. w 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


REAL ESTATE 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
Caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981 


SERVICES 


PHONE DISCONNECTED? 


FANTASTIC RATES 
GUARANTEED APPROVAL 


WITCH 10 EASY RECONNECT. SET RECONS 
1-877-446-5877 


| Sound Recording Studio 
Brand new slate of the art, 2000 sq. fl. recording facility, 
Now opan in Yellowhead Centre, 

Featuring four separate recording rooms, a musicians 
founge, and @ console equiped with Protools HO: 
Demo packages start at $350. 

Call: 447-3462 for info 
waw.crystalsoundstudio.com 


STUDIOS FOR RENT = 


Artist Studios & Storage Space for rent. 200-500 SF. 
Great Downtown location at the Great West Saddlery 
Bldg, 10137-104 St. Call Mike 429-4092. 


FOR RENT 


Newly decorated 2 bdrm. Main Fl. home, includes 5 
appl., det. gar. & ig. yd. $675/mth + 2/3 util. 11307- 
104 St. Avail. July Ist. Call 461-6306, 929-1367. 


WORKSHOPS 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City Lights 
Toastmasters! Meetings Downtown every Tuesday at 
noon, Call Perry at 426-5882 for details. 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 


2 bedroom bungalow. Hardwood 
floors, large living room, 


bedroom and bath in basement. 
Steel fence. $132,500. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


ARTIST 10 ARTIST 


FREE® FREE® FREE* FREE® FREE 
FREE FREE FREE® FREE * FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE». 
providing the ad is non-profit 
Ads of more than 20 words subject to regular price or 
cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writing, 
in person or by fax. Duplicate ads will not be pub- 
lished, except by mistake. Free ads will run for four 
weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please phone 
Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-1n office@vue- 
weekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 St. Deadline is 
noon the Tuesday before publication. Placement will 
depend upon available space. 


Artworks and volunteers needed a.s.2.p. for bene- 
fit concert against violence. (Jume 15) 
Contact Natalia 907-3353. 


Screenwriter - sitcoms. Looking to write 
something rich. Mike 634-1134. 


Explore the tpesning and interplay between Life ait” 
the Arts, May 25 @ 8-10pm at the Orange Hall, 
10335-84 Ave; $5 (drop-in). 
carrie@expressiveorigins.com / (403) 990-2033. 


artists aged 15-19 interested in creating 
“Goctaocion ort ot tho Chadel Theatre contact 
mberoun@citadeltheatre.com for more info. 
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DEAR ANDREA: 

When my husband and‘! first got together 
in our mid-40s a decade ago, he was fair- 
ly adventurous in bed, and I'm sure you 
saw this coming, but now the sex is really 
boring: no spontaneity, nothing different 
than intercourse, no passion. It’s like 
brushing your teeth—a necessary nui- 

.gance. Except it gets the sheets dirty. 

| know | share half the blame, but 
when I’ve come on to him at other than 
the “usual” time and location, he’s tired 
or has something else important to do 
that | didn’t know about. 

I've tried fancy underwear. Sex toys 
don't really interest him. Bubble baths 
are history. He prefers to shower alone. 
I'm reluctant to arrange for an X-rated 
video because the ones I've seen can be 
really distasteful. And | don’t want to get 
sexually aroused by something that does- 
n't excite him. 

We love each other very much and nei- 
_ther of us is getting any action on the 
Side. Suggestions? 

LOVE, MIDLIFE STASIS 


AUT.SEX.COLUMN 


ANDREA NEMERSON 
altsex@altsexcolumn.com 


DEAR STACE: 

See, this is why | hate sex advice 
columns. We've been out here for 
decades, dishing out the same old tired 
cure-ails without really having the slight- 
est idea if they work or not. There are 


HOT MALE CHAT » UNCENSORED 


All Man, 
All Live. 


~CruiseLine. 
> 


efficacy studies on therapy but not, as far 
as | know, on fancy underwear or week- 
ends away. Still, everyone dutifully 
trudges off to the bed ‘n’ breakfasts and 
the Kama Sutra Dust and the surprise 
appearances naked except for frivolous 
footwear, plastic wrap, leather collar or 
chocolate sauce. 

Is it any wonder that by now people 
with troubled sex lives just sort of auto- 
matically print out one of these mental 
checklists and grimly put themselves and 
their partners through the paces, exactly 
the same way they got themselves into 
trouble in the first place? Keeping a sex 
life lively takes thought, not just a menu 
of goofy variations, and bringing one back 
from the dead takes just as much think- 
ing, if not more. Put down the list and 
let's think about this. 

First off, | ask you to differentiate 
between "seriously no more exciting than 
brushing your teeth” and “normal for 10 
years into a mid-life relationship.” Not 
that | think the latter has to be tooth- 
brushing dull, mind you, but let's all give 
ourselves a break and remember that 
things do tend to get a little, well, let's 
call it “familiar,” once we have enough 
years together under our belts. 

Next, | wonder if you have any idea 
what, if anything, he might be interested 
in trying. And not to slag on your personal 
tastes, but showering together and bubble 
baths are not sex acts; they're hygiene 
acts, and rather femmy ones at that. Nice 
enough as far as they go, but I’m not sur- 
prised he wasn't overcome with passion 
at the mere idea of sharing a moisturizing 


MORIES « TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


Use FREE trial 


‘Bored? Try some porn and a blowjob 


lilac-hibiscus bath bomb with you. 

The only thing on your list | see as hav- 
ing any serious hotcha-hotcha potential is 
the porn, which you are shying away from. 
| have no doubt that you've seen some- 
thing icky but there’s so much choice out 
there now that | hate to see you shrug off 
the entire category without taking a peek 
at the reviews on the sex toy sites like 
Blowfish and Good Vibes. Hardworking 
lesbians were paid inadequate wages to 
watch and review all that stuff! | notice 
that you didn’t say fe finds porn distaste- 
ful, just that you have, in the past. Your 
concem that you might be turned on while 
he isn’t, well, if that isn’t a bridge to cross 
when you get there | don’t know what is. 

Here’s what | suggest: you didn’t specify 
the “usual time and place” but you did say 
you had one. If it isn’t earlyish in the mom- 
ing, in bed, try that. Few men will turn 
down a roll in the hay if all it takes to get 
one is rolling over. If it works, you can talk 
later, emphasizing not the part about how 
unsatisfied and neglected you've been 
feeling, but how nice it was to rekindle 
things all accidental-like this morning— 
what fun! And damned if it didn’t leave you 
still feeling a bit frisky. Would he like, per- 
haps, a little blow job? Or how about you 
set aside Friday evening to watch some of 
these pre-vetted, guaranteed non-disgust- 
ing, and yet oddly stimulating DVDs? 

| don't expect this to work in the 
absence of an afterglow or some reason- 
able facsimile thereof, so strike while the 
iron is, if not exactly hot, at least still 
plugged in. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


'GrajeVine 
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ARTIST 10 ARTIST 


Vinok Worldance: FREE dance classes for any- 


one interested in tearninawoyid dance forms. May 
and June, Mon and 7-9pm at the Chateau 
Louis, Kingsway. Info/register Ph Doyle Marko 454- 
3739, e-m: doyle@vinok.ca. 


Northern Light Theatre general auditions: Fri, 
June 2; Sat, June 3 (11am-5pm); Third Space, 
11516-103 St. Info: Ph Jason Magee 471-1586. 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


TIFFANY 
DARK HAIRED, BLUE EYED, BUSTY BEAUTY WITH 
BEAUTIFUL TANNED BODY. 413-0294. 


Kathleen Escorts 
Independent Ladies 
CoCo - Beautiful black lady 40 
Taylor - Exotic brunette 
Petra - Busty, voluptuous brunette 
Paris - Slender, tall, gorgeous brunette 
Lynn - Blonde, blue-eyed beauty 
Amanda - Petite, natural busty blonde 
Heather - Exotic, blonde, hard tanned body 
Teeza - Egyptian, blonde, tanned, toned body 
Donna - Dark hair, greeneyes, busty 
Danielle - Tall, busty European, brunette 
Suelee - Asian, long silky brunette hair 
Flat Rates Quoted - 442-3030 
Bonded 05-3816197-002 


ADULTS 


Hottest Live Chat! 
It's free for women, men get 30 min FREE 
using code 1752. (780) 665-4444. 


Hot local women! 
Call FREE! Chat NOW! 
780-669-2323 other cities: 1-888-482-8282 
18+. No liability, 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! (780) 
413-7144. Enter code 2310 


——— 

FEMALES NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 's 
currently looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Heart of the City Festival June 10) Look 
artists who live, work or volunteer in the jl 
area: Display and'sell your art. Ph Loring. 

1320 or Red Strap Market for inf“ 


———— ae 
Harcourt House Arts Centre Call for Sib 


in residence. Submit.a proposs\ 
May 31. Ph: 426-4180 for inj, 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gali : 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 sines/home 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2956" 


Non-union, trained actor and singer so, 
Fringe play. Age range 24-38. Call Elaine se 14 
or email Eelrod@shaw ca 


MUSICIANS 


ee 
Pro Coro Canada is holding auditions i, 
26, 28) for prof. singers for its 2006-07 s 
Mark Shea or David Garber (780) 429 


ee 

Fomale rock vocals needed for tecordin 

Contact lan at Chrystal Sound Recording 
447-3462 


Mervyn Albin is currently seeking career oj} 
ed hard rock f able to alot th 
Week for rehearsal. 721-8993 


Procol Harum tribute band looking for keyhg 
(organ, synthesizer, piano) with lead vocals 
and lead guiter, and 3 back-up singers, ¢,) am 


413-6835 (evenings at 989-0599) 
Drummer, bassist needed for: ‘1 


— committed, mature and clean only 
Andrew 444-6074 


If you like Celtic music, like to sing ar 
come and join our group: Call Marie 


VOLUNTEER 


Bonefit concert against violence (Juno 15) 
volunteers a.s.a.p. contact Natalia 907-235 


PALS. Donate your gently used books, () 
at Coles, Chapters or Indigo (until June 161 


Mennonite Centre js seeking volunteers (orks 
tutors, part-time van driver, and High Schoo! ses 
and XCALM tutors. Call Marty at 423-9516 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 


Call the Pride Centre to book a table 

Fever Community Garage Sale and F' 

27) at Inglewood Hall, or donate items 
sale Ph 488-3234 


Expand your horizons this summer! In its 2isty 
Art and Design Festival, Jun 
July 5, is looking for top-notch vo 0 
variety of positions. Have fun and gain new § 
a volunteer at this exciting downtoy a 
anchored on Churchill Square. Call Volvnl 
Coordinator Mary Elizabeth Archer at 425 
230 or e-mail 
her at volunteer@theworks.ab.ca to sign up \ 


Beco! Ride for Heart: Sun, June 4 (i021 
Laurier Park. Canada’s largest one-day cycling 
Celebrate a victory against Heart Disea g 


780.413.7122 


$24."/75 minutes: 1.900.451.2853 


www. heartandstroke.ca/rideforheant, or p! 


code: 2315 702.2223 


For Women Seeking Romantic 
Affairs & the Men Who 
Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 815,000 
Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 
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SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


CLASSIFIEDS 


UEWEEKLY 
ONTEST RULES 


» following will apply: 


Start Your Program Vey fora’ Job To 


PAC i) | 


winner must be 18 or older 
ize must be accepted as awarded 
sone may enter any contest mora 
once 

may win only once every 60 days 


Dy ie 


staff, sponsors or members of their 
sdiate family may enter 

he personal information of those who 
oy will not be sold but may be pro- 

od to contest sponsors 
be chances of winning depend on the 
aber of entries received 

entering, entrants consent to the 
of their names by Vue Weekly for 
icity 

e Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
imed after 15 days 


L FILM & DIGITAL **-screaccom API 
LUXURY CONDO WITH... 


* DOWNTOWN RIVER VALLEY VIEW. 

” 1065 SQ. FEET, 10 FOOT CEILINGS, 

» HARDWOOD FLOORS, 

* 5 APPLIANCES, 

» AIR-CONDITIONING. 

PLUS: 2 BEDROOMS, ONE BATHROOM, 3 BLOCKS FROM 


DOWNTOWN AND LRT STATION, IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO RIVER 
VALLEY TRAILS, HEATED UNDERGROUND PARKING 


$1000/ MONTH 


AVAILABLE AUGUST 


Contact Quentin at: 428-8458 
or QSViewCondo@yahoo.ca 


Free Info Session in: 


Thursday, June 8th 1.800.601.PAVI 
Call Now to Attend Pacificav.co 


»pring Special 


$9.00 rooms 
$6.00 lockers 


§ 8:00 pm to 10:00 pm Daily 


Are you : a 4 voyeur? 
Are you a exibitionist? 
Are you ready for this!!! 


1745 Jasper Ave. "24/7 gor Entrance 451 - 5554 


EDMONTON tou Free 
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Publications Mail Agreement # 40022989 


University of Alberta Library 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AB. 

T6G 258 
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IULE SUNS 
| THE MINIATURES 
) RIDES AGAIN 


aT TOTALLY F&#20ING 


Pon nae tmaster.ca 
451-8000 
TIX ALSO AT RED'S. 


ALL AGES SHOW 


RED’S ENTERTAINMENT COMPL EX 
_ PHASE 3 UPPER LEVEL WEST EDMONTON MALL 
DOORS 8:00 PM - ALL AGES 
T THE FOLLOWING OUTLETS: 
1 RED'S, FS(WEM), eS BLACKBYRD, FREECLOUD 
tickermagsenca 451-8000 5 O & we 


REVOLTING cOcKs 


PITBULL 3) ppY CARE 


; a 
ELS SS SS Ss). 2 2S SS SF} 


SOW 
VOLT 


JAY | FARRAR 


JUNE 6 - VELVET UNDERGROUND 


SOUNDS & WHER can To) ; 


sah AND HARDCORE Music a Tuy AUGUST 2006 
WILL RISE AGAIN CHOICE HOF 4 g US/CANADIAN TOUR Pima 
PmEseuT 


ASTLAYDYING IN FLA ‘WES 


TRIVIUM, CANNIBAL, ORS TERROR eh 


fehenoth cHARioT BEES TERE" eure 
AUGUST NORTHLANDS AGRICOM EDMONTON AB 


a TEKETS AVAILABLE AT IWIN “ifIM  ticketmaster.ca -ANO0 
Y JULY 9: DODAS 1 Pit nT Preeti — — led a. F * - - 

ei NDS OF UNDERGI IS BAL A GUSsE Biciu'e's 

RLITE ROOM gpg mpage pia 


Wate BLAEKEYRO -LigTei” (REESLOUG ui 
‘ : a : ETHER FINE COMPA iAM@CONI Mebipepn Oi 


en "WWW SOUNDSOFTHEUNDERGROUNDTOUR, CoM 


Jagermeiffer 


at z, V RE! 
<> BUY YOUR TCKETS Mt ticketmaster.ca estamo | nmazioew uae cuss am 


nat nees oe 
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